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Abstract

This paper is based on a research project which involved 273 Form VI
students in Hong Kong.  The major research theme is to investigate the subjects’
general attitudes toward learning Putonghua in Hong Kong contexts and toward the
use of Putonghua as the media of instruction.  The project is aimed at contributing to
the teaching of Putonghua in Hong Kong, providing insights into the essence of the
current problems. The research is qualitative in nature, using a series of
methodology in this regard such as questionnaire investigation and the examination of
documentary materials. It discusses the data through statistical analysis. The
major findings are (1) on the whole the students are instrumentally motivated in
Jearning Putonghua; (2) students’ learning motivatioﬁ is related to their political and
cultural identity; (3) currently it is premature to use Putonghua as the media of
instruction at schools. Based on these findings, it is concluded that the spread of
Putonghua in Hong Kong is inevitable but it can only occur gradually; for this
particular linguistic change, Putonghua should be taught as an independent subject at
present; teacher training is a matter of first importance and therefore should be

reinforced to produce more qualified local teachers of Putonghua.

iv




R
AL —THE 273 £EETAREZNMATIAE BER HEE
5T I R R B AR IR MM S B FR RS EE

1y
o

R - RIEHREESHEFNMERE RS - TS EE SR FER -
A REENY RN T FUESHENURESE - RIIP  16HLUfET
STaTeR T FTSIBERER - TENEER 1 () REME - BEREEER
RIBTEE T AR  (2) B4R EESFIMFIFTRRNBE KUUEREHR
B Q) EHRBERASEEFREEESAREE - REEERE - AL
HfSTRE BB TEERE AR  (BHBRIREEER BT E(E
h e LAY E%Bﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ%i%%é%f’ﬁ%*?ﬁ%ﬁé’ﬂﬂé i 5 ElEns Ay
BTy e - RILREE SRR - LIS E S RS RI A EES
ZHD -




Table of Contents

Chapter 1  Introduction
1.1 Background
1.1.1 Present Situation of Putonghua
1.1.2 Identity Problem of Hong Kong People
1.1.3 Persistency of Cantonese
1.1.4 Divergence between Cantonese and Putonghua
1.2 Purposes of the Study
1.3 Hypotheses and Research Questions

1.4 Definition of Terms
Chapter 2 Literature Review

2.1 The Relationship between Language and Ethnicity

2.2 Evaluative Dimensions of Language Attitude

10

12

13

2.3 The Relationship of Attitudes with Language Choice and Learning 14

2.4 Past Studies on Language Attitude in Hong Kong

2.4.1 Ethnolinguistic Attitude to Chinese and English

2.4.2 Attitude toward Putonghua

2.4.3 Recent Language Attitude Research in Hong Kong
Chapter 3 Methodology

3.1 Subjects

3.2 Instrument: Use of Questionnaire

3.2.1 Attitude Part

3.2.2 Motivation Part

15

15

19

23

24

24

25

26

vi




3.3 Procedures - 27

3.4 Data Analysis 27

Chapter 4 Results and Findings
4.1 Attitude Part 29
4.2 Motivation Part 35
Chapter 5 Discussion

5.1 Instrumental Attachment to Putonghua 38
5.2 Integrative Attachment to Putonghua 40
5.3 The Factor of Context in Influencing One’s Language Attitude 45

5.4 Language and Ethnicity (Identity Problem) 46

Chapter 6 Implication

6.1 Putonghua as the Medium of Instruction in School 50
6.2 Putonghua in Chinese Subject 52
6.3 Putonghua Teaching in the 1998-99 New Curriculum 54
6.4 Training of Putonghua Teachers 55
6.5 Other Issues Relating to Putonghua 57

Chapter 7 Conclusion

7.1 Summary 60
7.2 Limitations and Suggestions 62
Appendices 64

References 68




