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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Genre of a Standard Listing Documentation
of a Multinational Accounting Firm in Hong Kong

Genre analysis is an important branch of text linguistics. Tt is a useful approach for
analyzing texts so as to generalize their common structural organization and linguistic
patterns. This Dissertation aims at investigating a set of standard listing documents for
their common move structure and linguistic features in order to show that the common
move structure resembles the structure of business letters while the linguistic features
resemble the features of legal documents.

The move structure approach by Swales (1990), the works of Stewart et al (1985) and
Bhatia (1991, 1993) on business letters are adopted for analyzing the move structure
of thirteen listing documents to show all the obligatory and optional elements. When
analyzing the linguistic features of the documents, the works of Danet (1985) and
Bhatia (1993) on legal documents have been used as a framework for analysis.

The findings of this dissertation have been confirmed by six specialist informants who
are chartered accountants and members of Hong Kong Society of Accountants. The
findings suggest that the occurrence of a common move structure and the linguistic
features is due to the communicative purpose of the texts in a particular context of
situation.
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