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Journalism Policy in China since Reform and Opening

------ An Analysis of Journalism Policy Implementation in China
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Abstract

My research topic is the analysis of China’s journalism policy implementation. I focus on
the Party Press, analyzing the policy implementation process as well as evaluating the
effects of policy implementation. In order to understand China’s journalism policy, I
combine the techniques of policy analysis research and mass communication research. The
research work employs both documentary and empirical methods, including participant-
observation, in-depth interview, content analysis, case study and so on.

Since the adoption of a reform and opening policy in the late 1970s, Chinese society has
been undergoing rapid changes. Although the environment of journalism policy has gone
through great changes, press control as the core norm of journalism policy remains static.
As all know, Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has been relying on the ideological control
for smooth governance. In the era of market economy, Party, market, audience and media
become four major players in the game of journalism policy implementation, which is full
of conflicts, bargains and negotiations. Under the dual system of political control and
economic orientation, media are seeking for “win-win” solutions. On the one hand, political
safety is the basis of media survival and therefore media have to act as “Party’s
mouthpiece”. On the other hand, economic gain and public satisfaction are the key factors
for media development and hence media ought to act as “People’s mouthpiece”. Political
fetters, economic robustness and cultural kitsch are representing the main dimensions of
media practice, and collaboration-com-antagonism has become the most important mode of
journalism policy implementation. Media fall into the contradiction between the
propaganda model and the professional model. Furthermore, the political function of media

is weakening, in the contrary, their economic and social function is increasing.
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