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Abstract

The aim of the thesis is to understand Luther’ s doctrine of law and
Gospel. It is concerned How to make a right distinction between law and

gospel. Law and Gospel may neither be mixed nor separated.

The thesis includes eight parts. The Introduction introduces the
ideas of sin and expiation and Luther’ s doctrine of law and gospel. It

also includes the background, the research methods and the structure of

the thesis.

Chapter one discusses the background of Luther’ s doctrine of law and

Gospel in 1light of the controversy between Augustinianism and

Pelagianism.

Chapters two, three and four are the major parts of the thesis. These
chapters deal with the developing process of the doctrine of law and Gospel
in Luther’ s thought. The process can be divided into three
stages—pre-reformation stage, reformation stage and post-reformation

stage.

Chapter five investigates selected twentieth century Lutheran
theologians’ researches about this doctrine, and includes this author’ s

comments.

The Conclusion concludes the whole characters of the doctrine from

the following aspects: status, aim, content, nature and function.
The Appendix inquires into the impact caused by Karl Barth’ s “Gospel

and law” approach and the responses of Lutheran theologians upon this

doctrine.
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