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ABSTRACT

This study is focused on the theological anthropology of Protestant theologian Karl
Barth. Through a close reading and theological interpretation on Barth’s major work
Church Dogmatics, his theological anthropology is as significant and as rich as his
Christology. The two are closely intertwined.

The primary and fundamental characteristic of Barth’s theological anthropology is
its Christological approach. Barth established his whole work solely on the basis of
God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. Jesus, as Incarnation of the Word of God, revealed true
God on one hand, and the true humanity on the other hand and therefore declared that
there is no humanity outside of God’s creation. Because fallen in sin, man lost his real
humanity. Neither could he get rid of the grasp of the sin nor could he regain his true
nature on his own. Barth insisted that man could understand and recover his humanity
only through God’s revelation, election and salvation in Jesus Christ. Thus, this thesis
will try to state that there are two dimensions in the humanity of Jesus Christ, which
provides the ontological ground for human nature. Such an approach has deep
ontological implications in regard to how we should approach reality. Reality is not
revealed in the realm of ideas as thoughts, but in the life, the way and the truth concretely
manifested in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ as a particular individual is not one particular
“being”—a mere shadow of Being as in Greek ontology—but the truth, the logos, the
true ontological ground revealed in life. He is the one, and also THE universal at the
same time.

First, the humanity of Jesus is humanity in wholeness. The man Jesus is always in
the relationship with God, he is from God, with God and for God. At the same time, he is

always with others. As the Son of God, Jesus came to save, to serve and to love.



Therefore there are two aspects in man’s wholeness: to be with God and to be with other
men. As God’s creature, human always exists in the relationship with God and with man.
Second, the humanity of Jesus is humanity in concreteness. The man Jesus truly
became blood and flesh. He went into our history, lived his life as all of us. There are also
two aspects in the concreteness of Jesus. The first aspect is that his embodiment, his
historicity and his specific work in the world constituted the very ground of human life.
Because of the concreteness of Jesus of Nazareth, human life obtained its own reality.
The second aspect is that since Jesus, as a man and an “I”, was always living in an
encounter with other man and woman, with other “Thou”, human being should also
exist in each and every particular encounter as man or woman, as an “I”’ or a “Thou”.
Thirdly, Wholeness and concreteness in Jesus Christ are not two separate features
without any relations. Both always subsist in human being at the same time and in the
same space. Without wholeness, without the relationship with God and other men, man
will lose his direction and goal, or become so self-centered that finally get devoured by
the nothingness. On the other hand, without concreteness, without the revelation in the
man Jesus, humanity could abstract into an idea or some spirit, or just the blind impulse
directing nowhere. This kind of understanding of humanity is changing all the time and
could provide no solid content for the ontology of man. Jesus as real man was always
living in both wholeness and concreteness. Only through his life, man can find the real
and fulfilled humanity as co-humanity, which means human being always exists
concretely in the relationship with God and other men. Co-humanity is the full humanity
maintained in both wholeness and concreteness. And in between, it is wholeness which
has the decisive place. Man as a concrete existence has to be within God’s creation. At
the same time, the understanding of man’s wholeness has to be concrete, which means

only in Jesus can we see how man should be with God and other men.

vi



One significant aspect of the thesis is that it seeks to provide a pointer to possible
further exploration: Christ as the mediation between analogia relationis and analogia
entis. The realtion between Imago Dei and the doctrine of God has not been seriously
explored due to Barth’s radical rejection of analogia entis. But the humanity of Jesus
Christ as the true Imago Dei points back to God’s Being in His act, His freedom, His
love and His personhood.

At the end of the study, the dialogue between Barth’s theological anthropology and
other anthropology may suggest that Barth not only made significant contributions to the
theological appreciation of humanity, but also provided important insights into the
secular understanding of human nature. At last, some methodological and ontological
similarity may be found between his theological anthropology and the understanding of

humanity of classical Confucianism, especially of Confucius his own.

KEYWORDS: co-humanity, concreteness, Jesus Christ, ontology, theological

anthropology, wholeness
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