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ABSTRACT 

 

Ecotourism in larger scale is often regarded as negative in terms of environmental 

management and ecological conservation.  This thesis examines mass-ecotourism 

development in Hong Kong.  The aim of this research is to promote sustainable 

tourism development in Hong Kong through demonstrating mass-ecotourism with 

adequate management, examining the role of mass-ecotourism in the succession of 

ecotourism development, and developing a framework of localised Ecotourism 

Certification System.  The main methods employed in the research are field study and 

the establishment of the framework for Ecotourism Certification in Hong Kong.  The 

research has concluded that mass-ecotourism is not necessary negative and can be 

utilised in the transitional stage of the succession of ecotourism development.  Also, 

development of localised Ecotourism Certification is the best way in assuaging the 

current loophole of the monitoring mechanism for the ecotourism industry in Hong 

Kong.  Concerning the lack of authority of the certification system, a statutory body 

related to ecotourism should be established to improve the legitimacy of the system.  

In future, revision of the situation of the usage of international certification for 

ecotourism is also needed to improve its credibility and more researches and case 

studies focusing on cost-effective impact management for larger scale ecotourism 

development and whether number of tourist affect effectiveness of delivering 

environmental education are needed in revealing the potential of mass-ecotourism.  
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