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Abstract

“The History of Chinese Literature Criticism” written by Guo Shaoyu(ZF#3
J&) is commended as a masterpiece on the history of Chinese Literature Criticism.
The scholars praise on its richness of contents and indepth analysis of viewpoints
which has caused great influences to the later pieces of writing on that subject.
Thus, to have a study on Guo Shaoyu‘s outlook on the history of Chinese
literature criticism would helps us to have a better understanding on the

development of the study of the history of Chinese literature criticism.

We would first give an account on Guo Shaoyu‘s life and the years which he
was living in ,s0 we could have a general knowledge of the thinking of Guo by
reviewing these preliminary information. Then, we would further analyses his
outlook on the history of Chinese literature and so I find that he was greatly
influenced by the then prevailing theory of social evolution. He believed that
literature was evolutionary and was developing towards a fixed and correct goal.
While, his believing on evolution influenced the way he handled the history of
Chinese literature criticism. He regarded it as a whole and thought that its goal
would become clear and clear and its development would be completed by the
end. Because of that he concentrated on evaluating whether a critic had made
contributions to the whole development when assessing the achievements of each
. individual critic. We take two critics Liu Xie(#(#) and Yan Yu(B&%7) as
examples and study the assessment made against them by Guo. We can see that
Guo praised Liu Xie in respect of his achievements on the history of Chinese
literature criticism. There is such a case because Yan Yu‘s impact on the history

of Chinese literature criticism was far greater than Liu Xie.

At last, We would study on the issue of dividing the history of Chinese
Literature Criticism into different stages. We list out the point of views of various
critics on that issue and make a comparison between their viewpoints with Guo*s.

As a conclusion, We raise the point that there is no fixed rules on dividing the
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history into different stages. As a critic, he must consider his own viewpoints on
the history of Chinese literature when dividing it into different stages, and so a

better way of doing so can be reached.
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