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A Study of the Methodology and the Conception of Truth as
Presented in the Mulamadhyamakakarika

Abstract

The main theme of Nagarjuna's philosophy is the philosophy of stnyata. In
this paper an attempt has been made to look into the philosophy of stnyata
in two dimensions: the methodology and the conception of truth.

In terms of methodology, the eightfold negations and the dualistic thinking,
which includes reductio ad absurdum and dilemma, are used for releasing
the grasping of things dualistically. More than that, Nagarjuna transcends
the dualistic thinking by introducing the four positions of the Catuskoti both
affirmatively and negatively. The Catuskoti represents Nagarjuna's
profound reasoning. The affirmative form of Catuskoti not only manifests
the four dimensions of truth, but also exhibits the four aspects of wisdom of
sentient beings. While the negative form aims at destroying the possibility
of grasping the affirmative form of Catuskoti, it also reveals the

inexpressibility of truth and its existence as such.

In terms of the conception of truth, Nagarjuna at the beginning speaks of
two truths: relative truth (samvrti-satya) and absolute truth (paramartha-
satya). He then points out that without relying on the relative truth, one
cannot obtain the absolute truth. If one cannot obtain the absolute truth,
one cannot attain the nirvana. Inherited the conception of dependent
origination (pratitya-samutpada), the middle path (madhyama-pratipad)
from Primitive Buddhism, and the quintessence of %unyata from

Prajhaparamita thought, Nagarjuna casts the philosophy of stinyata. From

it




the relationship among without self-nature (asvabhava), dependent
origination and Sunyata, he put forward the concept of "$tinyata of the

middle path". The quiescence of truth then manifests itself.

Finally, This paper argues that the sophistries Nagarjuna is employing aims
at extinguishing the false views or dogmatic beliefs of sentient beings. In
the realm of truth, all conceptual plays cease. Eliminating all suffering and

obtaining the truth not only is the soteriological longing of Nagarjuna, but

also is his compassion concern.
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