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summary of the thesis

The aim of this thesis 1is to study the development of
Nationalism in China, to see how 1t challenged the
Chinese Christian Church in the 1920s, and how the Church

leaders responded. At the end we would use Reinhold
Niebuhr's Christian Realism to comment on leaders'
responses.

We discovered that nationalism has had a long history in
China. Due to the invasion of China by the Western world
in the 19th century, Chinese nationalism transformed
into a modern one quickly. In the early 20th century, the .
nationalists raised a strong appeal for using nationalism
to save China. Since the Church had had a strong
relations with the Western countries, and with other
factors, she had faced the attack from the nationalists.
The Church was urged to give up the privileges gained

from the unequal treaties, and to surrender the
supervisory authority of the: Christian schools and
universities. The most important challenge the Church

had faced was what role she would take in the nation-
building work.

In responding to the challenges, the Church leaders
mostly agreed to give up the privileges and the
supervisory authority of schools, and they also proposed
to build up indigenous Church. But the leaders had
disagreement on the issue of using nationalism to save
China. For those on the opposite side, they proposed to
use internationalism rather than nationalism to save
China.

When we used Reinhold Niebuhr's Christian Realism to
comment on Church leaders' responses, we found that they
had not good understanding on the self-interest of nation,
and this made them to have 1nappropriate responses
towards nationalism. For those on the pro-nationalism
side, they might involve in the evil acts of nation. For
the internationalism favorites, they were using idealism
to solve realistic problems, and it will fail according
to Niebuhr. Although the Church leaders had weaknesses in
their proposals, their positive response towards
challenge is appreciated.
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