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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to find out the language variation in the news reports
of soccer and golf. The guiding assumption is that language variation is indicative of
social and cultural orientations.

Language variation is observed through the analysis of textual structure and
particular semantic characteristics of headline and lead (who receives agent role, how
prominent is scoring), verbal quotes (distribution of right to comment on games),
topics (on winning or fun of playing), and name formats (focused on affiliation with
team or individualizing).

It is found that the news reports on soccer favor a semantics of winning as
compared to those on golf which tend to offer accounts of how individual players
tackle the field, the ball, or their moods.

It is concluded that these observations reveal different value systems which, in

turn, are manifestations of sociocognitive orientations (in the sense of van Dijk, 1998)
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