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Abstract

The present study is a study on the influence of the socio-economic status of
families on the reading interests of junior secondary students in Hong Kong. The
focus was on students’ reading interest outside the school environment. Analysis was
made by comparing reading interests of students from higher and lower
socio-economic classes, in terms of reading amount and types of books.

The findings showed that families of different socio-economic status provided
different reading environments and that different socio-economic status had effects on
the reading interests of students. It is very clear that positive encouragement and
involvement of parents did significantly enhance the students’ interest in reading.

We suggest some ideas for helping student to have a wider and more balanced
range of reading interests, together with advice on the roles of parents, teachers,
publishers and the government. Parents are suggested to arouse students’ interests in
reading by active participation instead of giving only verbal encouragement. Teachers
should be conscious of students’ backgrounds which have impact on their interest in
language learning. Publishers should pay attention in producing books that cater

students’ needs. The government should take initiatives to promote reading not only

among students but also in the community as a whole.
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