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ABSTRACT

Through the analysis of conversational structure, this study aims at the discovery
of the perceptual clues used by the speaker to shift the turn in their talk in order to
allow a smooth and successful connection between different turns in conversation.
Before taking a closer look at the ways in which these clues participate in the
organization of discourse, however, a detailed acoustic analysis of speech has to be
made and their distribution in the language is computed. The language of the

conversations is Cantonese.

Previous studies that discuss the signals before the closing of an exchange have
tended to focus on “syntactically well-structured”, “semantically complete” as well as
the peripheral linguistic features “pause” and “accent” in both English and Mandarin.
In this article, initial observations of Cantonese data explore that their criteria cannot
satisfactory to explain the phenomenon. It is clear that the pragmatic point of view

should be brought into the discussion and analysis of the issue.

Base on this understanding, in the third part of this article we provide a

description of five characteristics of conversation form to be analyzed conceming the
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aspect of co-occurrence, namely “afterthought”, “question tag”, “particle”,

“intonation” and “buffer words”. From the analysis, it is found that only “buffer
word” is not used in the utterance final slot. This finding can counter-prove that
“buffer word” has a function of keeping a turn. This thesis concludes that the phonetic
device “intonation” is the essential signal to indicate an end in a conversation. It must

be accompanied by other devices, for example, particle and pause to enhance the
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reliability. Besides, 14 ending combinations appear at the TRP are also deduced in the

thesis.

Apart from that, the intonation may also appear within a turn that always make
use of level tone or an addition of buffer words in the end to indicate that there are
still words behind. The prominent characteristic of the two means is that both of them
indicate that the present turn has not reached the transition-relevance place (TRP). If
the buffer words are added at the end of the above combinations, it means the signal
of “letting go the conversation turn” is dismissed. From the preliminary observation
of our data, a total of 9 combinations found within turns are impossible to exist in the

place where TRP appear.

The conclusion considers some characteristics of the above mentioned turn-
recognition strategies, in which one of the most reliable hint to identify the end of the
turn is the pattern [particle + intonation with prominent change in pitch range]

followed by an average 0.869 pause, which is called the model of turn cognition in

this study.
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A EHEHEE AL ( conversational structure ) et amatng TR A B
HBRE S TR » RO SR P50 ( turn ) BEEGHRC IR T B
B(ZE | ( transition-relevance place, TRP ) MmitsE RS .
ARG THIEREE ) (syntactically well-structured ) ~ "RRESEE

( semantically complete ) J S\ #6:2E =i ( peripheral linguistic features ) " {25 ]
(pause) F1"EE , (accent) PUEZ R TS » R AR LA A ER e
(pragmatics ) %7 + {EAILIRGRY - e - AR BN A B S
FFEY ( conversational formal features ) : TIB#ARE ) (afterthought) T KR |
( question tag ) " FEG S | ( particle ) &3/ | (intonation ) T #B1EEA | ( buffer
words ) > WiERFEEMINIHI ( co-occurrence ) 1§35 » Hrhi A T #RTE A ) T ETRE
HIBTERE SR » T At (holding the turn ) FYIEE - AT Ei84E
I W RAIERE & 2B ( phonetic device ) — "FERH L RS
AL ARIMTEATRHE RS OB » ASETSIMRA: »  FTLARE R —E B 00 b A F AT
AR B SR I T s A S BN T RS S B B
(TRP) $ASEIHY 14 FESEAEMS -

LE4t - 58 ?ﬁﬁif‘@‘fﬁb&fﬁ?" "REER 0 SEARREIRAE AR TR

Clevel ) 3 RN T AR RETFEMBEREHE ] TR, R
MRS TR, R AT e » PUZASBHIRERE 22 MBSk
HIRF R R N B RS E MRS A 25 EEAHBGIE . (TRP) > SRS
RN AR S A T SRt (20 - - R TIA RE R B

3 9 REAE TR BB SR “ATHELER BRI - SR st iy
ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%W&“%%ﬁﬁﬁ  USETSIRTRE © GERENE + SMETR
RMLBARAEERD + 39 0.868 WavEE MR FEFEERERAIE, ( model of

turn recognition ) -
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