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ABSTRACT

This research 1s to uncover the ideological mechanism of news production, based
on exploring structures and evolution of news frames. By examining the composition
of the Workers-related news frames in Workers” Daily, and the trajectory of their
evolution, from 1979 to 2003, the research finds out that the “Workers-centered
Frame” has been declining, while the “Workers-subordinated Frame” gradually
strengthening as the prime frame of workers-related news. Besides, the difference
1n some respects between the two has been diminishing, as the former in some degree
assimilated by the latter. The change of news frames i1s for adjusting and repairing
in the symbolic dimension the actual social structure and relations among workers,
the Communist government, and the enterprises. Workers are more and more
represented as protégé and beneficiary, under the aegis of the government and
enterprises, which act as “the father” of workers. And the big deprivation and
lost, which workers receive in the process of China’ s economic reformation, have

been relieved during such transformation and adjustment.

Through exploring the sub-frames of these two master frames, this study observes
that, “Achievement Sub-frame” endows the social world with a perfect and
harmonious order; the rising “Ritual Sub-frame” makes prominent a good future
with an ameliorated or a restored order by stressing the ritual characteristics
of the actions; and the new “Problem Sub-frame” sets the negative phenomena apart
the

“

from the backdrop enclosed in the mainstream frames and highlights that
problem is resoluble, the government is reliable, and the order is restorable”

The emergence of new frame and the modification of old frames, as a flexible
response and creative adjustment to the social world, are sort of reforming and

reproducing the mainstream discourse.

News frames, as a symbolic structure transforming the occurrences into news
products, with some rigidity and flexibility, construct a relatively stable and
meanwhile flexible symbolic expression for the changing social structure and
relations, produce and re-produce a “symbolic order” , which is homologous and
correspondent with the ideological structure, confirming and reinforcing the
consensus and common sense. It 1s in this sense that the research attempts to
advocate that news frames and their transition could be understood as a ritual

to the social world.
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