Hong Kong Baptist University

MASTER'S THESIS

Eliminating clichés: the evolution of Jerzy Grotowski's self-revealing
encounters (1957-1970)
Ng, Yee Ki
Date of Award:
2011

Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and intellectual property rights for the publications made accessible in HKBU Scholars are retained by the authors and/or other
copyright owners. In addition to the restrictions prescribed by the Copyright Ordinance of Hong Kong, all users and readers must also
observe the following terms of use:
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from HKBU Scholars for the purpose of private study or research
• Users cannot further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• To share publications in HKBU Scholars with others, users are welcome to freely distribute the permanent URL assigned to the
publication

Download date: 06 Jul, 2022

Eliminating Clichés:
The Evolution of Jerzy Grotowski's Self-revealing Encounters
(1957-1970)

NG Yee Ki

A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the degree of
Master of Philosophy

Principal Supervisor: Dr. LEE Wai Sum

Hong Kong Baptist University

September 2011

Abstract

Being narrowed down as a theatre innovation, the value and significance of

Jerzy Grotowski’s self-revealing investigation is often overlooked and underestimated.
To explore the value of his works, an elementary investigation which responds to

the unique features of his pursuit and loopholes of the existing studies is necessary. This
dissertation suggests using the notions of encounter and cliché as the keys to

understand his works. By analyzing the evolution of the form of encounter
induced by different theatrical forms employed by him, and the changing notion
of cliché implied in the corresponding forms in 1957-70, this dissertation seeks to
explore the essence of Grotowski’s work-based and methodology-oriented investigation.

In chapter one, I have explained my methodology in relation to the unique features
of Grotowski’s pursuit and the current methodologies approaching his works.
Subsequently, chapter two focused on the analysis of the assumption of and rationale
behind his self-revealing investigation in relation to different sources of influence,
especially Hindus philosophy and Stanislavski’s Method of Physical Actions. In chapter
three, by analyzing the three forms of encounter (i.e. text-oriented, scenography-oriented
and actor-oriented encounter) which were identified in his theatrical productions in

1957-70, the clichés implied and wholeness revealed are examined. In Chapter four,
by examining the metamorphosis of the Grotowski’s notion of encounter, clichés and
wholeness, the value and significances of Grotowski’s self-revealing investigation and
this dissertation were evaluated.

By analyzing the shortcomings of existing research and exhibiting my own
methodology, this dissertation could possibly enrich the current studies on Grotowski.

iii

Besides, the discovery of the self-revealing possibilities in the analysis of Grotowski’s
pursuit was believed to be inspiring to the development of education, theatre and
self-exploration of individual in Hong Kong.
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