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Abstract

This dissertation is a discourse-based study of Cantonese aspect in narratives. It
aims at investigating the discourse functions and occurrence patterns of situation
types and aspectual viewpoint markers jo, gwo, gan and jyuh in relation to the
foregrounding-backgrounding information structure. Four pieces of narrative scripts
are recorded from a local television program series. They are reproduced in written

form, transcribed and analysed.

The analytic tool is developed from the two-component theory of Smith
(1991,1994). All clauses are categorized as foregrounding or backgrounding, and
examined with reference to temporal elements that may contribute to the progression
of narrative time, such as situation type, aspect marker, resultative verb complement,
clause linking words etc. The results are then analysed by frequency distribution of

occurrence and content analysis.

The results show that: (1) The endpoint notion in the temporal frame of
situations is relevant to time progression and foregrounding-backgrounding
information structure in Cantonese narrative discourse. (2) Perfective gwo,
imperfectives gan and jyuh can be treated as backgrounding devices. (3) Perfective jo
has greater tendency to occur in foregrounding. In addition to its basic use as a
perfective marker, perfective jo has some other discourse functions. One of the
discourse functions is to mark an event as cohesive to another previously mentioned

event, especially when there is an intervention of some backgrounding or

foregrounding materials between them.
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