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The Making of Peasant Workers? — A Case Study of Pre-migration Training

Programs for Rural Students in Yitian County, Guizhou Province, China
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Abstract

In 2003, the central ministries of PRC jointly promulgated the “National Plan for
Training Rural Migrant Workers 2003-2010”, to provide migrant workers and rural
peasants with vocational training and guidance programmes, so as to enhance the
quality of the migrant workers and shift surplus rural manpower to the non-agricultural
sectors and cities. The goals of the Chinese Government are to speeding up urbanization
and economic development and reduce rural poverty. The study uses the framework of
post-developmentalism to analyze how the state constructs the discourses of
modernization, development and rural-urban migration, institutionalizing the making of
migrant workers out of peasant students.

The research uses the guiding training programme in Yitian County, Guizhou
Province, China as a case study, approached with an actor-oriented perspective to
explore the agency of different social actors involved, including the central state, local
governments, schools, non-governmental organizations, and rural youngsters. How they
think about the meanings of rural migrant training? Are they sharing the same ideas?
How do they interact with each other? Do they comply with, adjust to, coordinate with
or resist each other?

Through exploring the diversified and complicated processes of the training
programmes, this research contributes to the debates on developmentalist modernization,
rural-urban migration, and poverty alleviation and rural development programmes in

China.
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