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ABSTRACT

Constructivism is a relatively new International Relations (IR) theory, which stresses
on the study of identity and its effects on International Relations. As a relatively new
theory, it needs refinement through empirical application. Yet in such a hot issue as
cross-Strait relations, where numerous other approaches have been applied to explain
it, Constructivism has rarely been applied to explain. In recent years, identity across
the Strait has become more split and the issue of identity is becoming more influential
to each side’s policy towards the other side of the Strait. The author intends to
investigate how the rise in Taiwan’s national identity and her identity of the PRC as a
hostile aggressor affects her Mainland policy from a Constructivist point of view. The
thesis will cover the period from 1988, the year after the abolishment of martial law in
Taiwan, followed by political liberalization and democratization, to the present.
Taiwan’s definition of interest in the light of her identity, her compliance with the rule
of the “One China Principle”, and the difficulty in establishing institutions across the
Strait will be investigated with the method of longitudinal qualitative analysis,
followed by a discussion on the future of cross-Strait relations. The author argues that
despite its many weaknesses, Constructivism is the most appropriate theory in
investigating the impact of identity on cross-Strait relations. It fills the gap of
explanation in cross-Strait relations, which Realism and Liberalism fail to fill.
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