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Abstract

The cry for ideological awakening in modern China was strongly felt before the
end of the first decade of the Twentieth Century. The subsequent years saw the
problems caused by revolutions, warlordism and foreign imperialism in China. These
factors served as a catalyst for the urge for new thoughts to save China from total
collapse. Under such circumstances, the Chinese literati were in strong favour of
educational reform which was thought to be the most effective measure to change the
predicament of the Chinese people. These contributed to the birth of several serials
that focused on the advocacy of new thoughts in education, ranging from educational
philosophy to pedagogy. Of such publications, The Chinese Educational Review was
the most influential one. It started in 1909 and ended in 1948. It was edited,
published and distributed by the Shanghai Commercial Press. It had become the venue
for the introduction of new knowledge. It was also the forum for debates over a wide
range of educational issues and ideas.

This is an original study that aims at examining the role that The Chinese
Educational Review played in the formation of new educational thoughts in modern
China. This study also serves as a lens for a more thorough understanding about the
history of the Shanghai Commercial Press. The thesis is divided into seven chapters.
Chapter 1 outlines the scope, the method and the research materials to be used in this
study. In chapter 2, it discusses the development of The Chinese Educational Review.
The views on different educational thoughts among the Chinese in that magazine would
be examined in detail in chapters 3, 4, 5 and 6. These chapters focus on the most
pressing issues of the times, such as compulsory education, military education, female
education, vocational education, science education, mass education, aesthetic education

and rural education. The last chapter is conclusion which evaluates the contributions
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of The Chinese Educational Review in modern Chinese intellectual thoughts. It also
assesses and reveals its historical significance in the development of modern education

in China.
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