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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to investigate the modal meamngs of you under Kratzer 

(1981 )'s and Xie (2006)'s modality theory. Data is collected from Academia 

Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern Chinese (ASBCMC hereafter). In ASBCMC, 

you has two types of modal meanings. It expresses the divergence between the 

speaker's expectation and the situation presented by the sentence (labeled as 

you1 hereafter). It also can indicate the convergence between the expectation 

and the situation (labeled as you2 hereafter). 

In respect to you1
, the proposition that describes the situation has a truth value 

opposite to that of the expectation. In this condition, the expectation is from the 

speaker's presupposition developed upon objective factors. The proposition that 

describes the situation which you2 presents always has the same truth value as 

that of the expectation from the speaker's personal wish. The simple necessity 

of negation can be put in use to define the truth value of the proposition of you. 

You 1 tends to denote the lexical meaning 'transition' which you2 cannot denote. 

In declarative sentences, you is the predicate to predicate the proposition. 

Meanwhile, it is also adverbials to modify the predicate of the sentence. In the 

negative sentence and rhetorical question sentences, you has no contribution to 

the sentential contents and is only predicated on the proposition. The speaker 

frequently uses you to refute the obligation from others and his own ability. You 

is also employed to indicate the speaker's agreement about his judgment or 

others' ability. 
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