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Abstract 
 

As a rural revitalization project, Lai Chi Wo represents a longing for community in 

urbanized Hong Kong, or the desire to live outside mainstream capitalist society. From being 

an abandoned village for more than 30 years, Lai Chi Wo has now become a vibrant geosite 

for tourists. In this research, I attempt to outline the initiation, process and current situation of 

the Lai Chi Wo revitalization project. Through participation in the village as a volunteer and 

interviews with the village stakeholders, I identify the practices and materials which could 

help build solidarity within the community, along with outlining the steps that could be taken 

to achieve this. In addition, I review the ways in which third-party non-governmental 

organizations have assisted in the operations of the village, through evaluating the feasibility 

of the Sustainable Lai Chi Wo Programme as a template for the development of future rural 

villages. However, I argue that the ultimate success of the project may be hindered by power 

imbalances within the community caused by land ownership and rights. From the perspective 

of cultural and economic sustainability, I also try to analyze whether or not the current 

ecological practices in the village will be able to sustain village life without the assistance of 

third-party organizations. Last but not least, by reviewing the political and social background 

of the revitalization project, this research questions the limitation which hindered the vivid 

and spontaneous rural development when it aims to promote the concept of “rural-urban 

symbiosis”. It also reveals the contradictory futures of villages in rural and urban areas.  
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