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ABSTRACT 
 

The study argues that the democratic pillars of independent media, 
human rights and nationalism are largely disfigured in and through 
communication. As an intervention in the scholarship on communication 
and populism, authoritarian populism (AP) is understood as a political 
communication style that articulates the us-versus-them divide to amass 
a popular and nationalist appeal. The methodological approach is 
inspired by interpretation and criticism, and supported by frame 
analysis, interview and secondary analysis. Using the concept of media 
populism, the mediated narratives of news editorials, human rights and 
nationalism are interrogated to examine the communicative might of AP. 
First, the editorial frames that the dominant news media outlets deploy 
when dealing with Duterte are uncovered. They exhibit how the media 
can enable, nurture and counter populism. Second, the anti-human 
rights agenda of populism is fueled by the discourses of strongman and 
fake news. It shows the ways in which the democratic consensus on 
human rights is delegitimized by sustained attack. And third, the 
inclusive vision of nationalism is reformatted through the manufacture 
of exclusionary nationalism. It probes the role of patronage, hate and 
mediatized masses in targeting group identities. Arguing against an 
ahistorical perspective on AP, the study contends that Philippine media, 
human rights and nationalism were deeply compromised long before 
Duterte exploded on the national stage. The leader harnessed these 
flaws and turned them into a particular style of authoritarian-populist 
politics. The study contributes to a more historical conception of AP and 
suggests that patronage, postcolonial politicking and institutional 
property of media are pivotal in deconstructing the populist playbook. 
While these factors appear underrated in the dominant literature, the 
Philippine experience propounds how populism is perpetuated by 
established blocs of patronage power, postcolonial sentiment and 
political-economy climate of media. The implications of AP to 
mediatization of politics are considered. 
 
Keywords: authoritarian populism, media populism, human rights, 

nationalism, Philippines, Duterte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

              Page 

Chapter 1. The Constitution of the Present            

1.1. The communicative appeal of authoritarian populism  6 

 1.1.1. From not so local politics     7 

 1.1.2. Elections: The battleground for populist power  9 

 1.1.3. Change, anti-elitism and postcolonial politicking  14 

 1.1.4. Duterte and belligerent populist politics   16 

1.2. The political discourse of authoritarian populism   21 

 1.2.1. Key definitions of populism and authoritarianism 22 

1.3. Why authoritarian populism?     28 

1.4. Communication and populism     30 

1.5. Media populism       33 

1.6. Methodology        36 

 

Chapter 2. A Survey of Authoritarianism and Populism 

2.1. Authoritarianism       39 

2.1.1. Building on the legacy of authoritarianism  43 

2.2. Populism        50 

2.2.1. Populism in Southeast Asia    56 

2.3. Nationalism, human rights and media under populism  59 

 2.3.1. Nationalism       60 

 2.3.2. Human rights       64 

 2.3.3. Media        70 

2.4. Synthesis        77 

 

Chapter 3. Exclusionary Nationalism 

3.1. The inclusive vision of Philippine nationalism   82 

 3.1.1. Colonization and the origin of nationalism  84 

3.2. Major challenges to nationalism     87 

 3.2.1. Patronage politics      88 

  



 vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

              Page 

3.2.2. Political hate       93 

 3.2.3. Pro-masses image      95 

3.3. Duterte and exclusionary nationalism    98 

 3.3.1. The anti-indigenous rhetoric    98 

 3.3.2. Patronizing the police and military    102 

 3.3.3. Homogenized opposition     103 

3.4. Summary        105 

 

Chapter 4. Anti-Human Rights 

4.1. Human rights in the Philippines     108 

 4.1.1. Why human rights under Duterte?    113 

4.2. Data sources        116 

4.3. The system of class patronage     118 

 4.3.1. Duterte and Marcos      119 

 4.3.2. Honoring the old and the young Marcos   120 

 4.3.3. Duterte and Arroyo      123 

 4.3.4. The populist-neoliberal compass    124 

4.4. Strongman        126 

 4.4.1. “If it involves human rights, I don’t give a shit”  127 

 4.4.2. The making of a war      128 

 4.4.3. Climate of fear      131 

4.5. Fake news        132 

 4.5.1. Fake news in context     134 

 4.5.2. Duterte Diehard Supporters    135 

 4.5.3. Fear in the social media capital    137 

 4.5.4. Media martial law      138 

4.6. Summary        141 

 

 
 
 



 vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

              Page 

Chapter 5. Media Frames of Populism 

5.1. Objective        145 

5.2. Method        145 

5.3. Selection of media outlets and editorials    148 

5.3.1. Why editorials?      149 

 5.3.2. Selection of editorials     150 

5.4. Media framing       152 

 5.4.1. Limitations       152 

5.5. Profile of news media outlets     153 

 5.5.1. Bulletin       153 

 5.5.2. Inquirer       156 

 5.5.3. Rappler       163 

 5.5.4. Star        168 

5.6. Media frames        170 

 5.6.1. Anti-AP       172 

 5.6.2. Pro-AP       183 

5.6.3. Neutral       189 

5.7. Locating nationalism and human rights in media populism 192 

5.8. Summary        195 

 

Chapter 6. The Populist Temptation 

6.1. Media and the quest for popularity     197 

6.2. Disfigured rights and nationalism     201 

6.3. Conclusion        205 

6.4. Prospects for authoritarian populism    211 

 

Bibliography        236 

Curriculum Vitae        280 

 

 



 viii 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

Number                 Page  

    1  Description of authoritarianism     49 

    2   Positive and negative dimensions of human rights 67 

    3   Editorial subjects and stories    148 

    4   Frames of media populism     170 

 

 


