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ABSTRACT 

Although many studies have been made on environmental goods distribution as an 

issue of environmental justice, the issue itself has received very little attention in Hong 

Kong. This study sought to contribute to this subject by analyzing park accessibility as a 

pointer of environmental justice in Hong Kong. The study defined environmental justice 

according to a social justice theory, which was contractarianism. Accordingly, a just 

case was defined as (a) every citizen could possess a minimum level of park 

accessibility and (b) the park accessibility of constrained (or disadvantaged) groups 

could be maximized.  

Apropos of the methodology, the first criterion of environmental justice was tested 

by examining the basic statistical characteristics of park accessibility in Hong Kong. As 

regards the second criterion, three varied approaches were used to determine if 

constrained groups possess better park accessibility. They were spatial lag model, 

geographical comparison and constraint levels comparison. Spatial lag model can be 

considered as an advanced OLS regression, which incorporates the spatial element into 

the regression analysis. Consequently, the regression analysis can assess the 

relationships between constrained groups and park accessibility with the consideration 

of spatiality. Geographical comparison aimed to investigate the relationships between 

constrained groups and park accessibility in a geographical perspective. Thus, it 
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