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ABSTRACT 

 
This dissertation attempts to understand the production of new town space as the 

practices of colonial governme ntality in Hong Kong, in which the dynamic 

relationship between space/power and everyday life in a new town is examined. 

The study suggests that the Foucauldian concept of ‘governmentality’, which 

incorporates the notions of spatiality, power and the self, gives a better 

understanding of how new town space is produced within the spatial imaginations 

in colonial Hong Kong. The production of new town space/order is the 

governmental practices of knowledge/power nexus that deploys various 

rationalities and spatial techniques according to high modernism. The ‘analytics 

of government’ could enrich the conceptual understanding of how this space is 

related to the reconfiguration of urban order as well as the population in the urban 

periphery that contributes to a stable society over the past decades in Hong Kong. 

Besides, the case study of Tin Shui Wai, as one of the new town project, is 

examined in depth to sharpen the process of producing an ‘abstract space’ and 

‘abstract persons’ through modernist planning. It als o elaborates how the 

governing of this space in practice, in its specific historical-political context, 

would lead to other problems found in this place, whereas space itself contributes 

the ‘self-government’. Thus, this space is considered as the interpla y of power 

relations embedded in the practices of everyday life in place. In addition, in order 

to give a better understanding of the ‘governing of the self’ in a new town, the 

geographies of an immigrant, mother-worker in Tin Shui Wai are investigated. 

New town space/order is considered as it is reproduced through the everyday life 

in this place, where space is occupied through the making of daily geographies 

and of self representation there. 



 iv 

understanding and support during this period. Thanks to all who encouraged 

me to take this chance and who supported me until the completion of this 

research. Thank especially to my mother for her support and consideration. I 

must thank Suray for providing me with accommodation during my fieldwork 

in Tin Shui Wai. I also thank my dad, and my brothers Terry, Lancelot and Eric 

for their understanding when I spent less time at home because of my work.    

 In addition, I would like to thank some other important people who 

gave me support and help by offering advice. I especially thank Prof. Pamela 

Moss, who was so kind as to teach me how to conduct fieldwork through 

email. I also thank Dr. Leung Hon Chu and Dr. Pun Ngai, who spent their 

valuable time discussing the project with me. A deep appreciation also goes to 

Kelvin Sit, Dr Lam, Carol M. H., Iris Man and K.C.Y. who helped a lot in 

proof reading and formatting. Also, I thank Karen for her company and help 

with the photo taking.  

 Last but not least, thank you, all of my friends, who showed me a great 

deal of emotional support during this period. I want to thank Vienne Chau, 

another research student, for her support and company during the long and 

lonely process of the ‘MPhil’ life. This work has brought me so many 

meanings attached to this research that we become best friends. Also, I would 

like to say thank to Anne, Chris, Eric, Joyce, Pauline, Peter and Vivian. 

 Finally, a few, but the most important words: thanks to the Lord for the 

wonderful and fruitful life in the course of this study which has brought me a 

lot of meanings and emotions that can not be documented in words.   



 v

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Chapter/Section Title Page  
 
Declaration i 
Abstract ii 
Acknowledgements  iii 
Table of Contents v 
List of Figures  ix 
List of Plates x 
List of Tables xi 
List of Appendices  xii 
 
 
Chapter One:  Introduction 
1.1. The research problem 1 
1.2. Research questions  2 
1.2.1. Research objectives 2 
1.2.2. The focus subject: why ‘mother-workers in 

Tin Shui Wai? 4 
1.2.3. Production of new town space and women’s 

geographies 6 
1.3. Research methodology 7 
1.4. Significance of the research 8 
1.5. Organisation of the research 10 
 
Chapter Two:  Literature Review 
2.1. Introduction  12 
2.2. The Hong Kong literature 12 
2.2.1. Hong Kong new towns: policy evaluation and 

associated problems  12 
2.2.2. Women’s lived experience: the product of 

social power only 16 
2.3. Learning from the West 22 
2.3.1. New town programme: a spatial form of state 

power under modernism and colonialism 22 
2.3.2. Women’s social life: the dialectics of the 

spatial and the social 25 
2.4. Implications: towards a geographical 

imagination of space, power and 
subjectification 30 

2.5.  Summary 32 

 

Chapter Three: The Framework Of Analysis 
3.1. Introduction   34 
3.2. Elements of the conceptual framework 34 
3.2.1. Space matters: spatiality, power and self 34 



 vi 

3.2.2. Spatiality/Space/Place 35 
3.2.3. Power/Spatiality 37 
3.2.4. Identities/Space 40 
3.2.5. The Foucauldian concept of governmentality: 

production of new town space and the self 41 
3.3. Research methods and fieldwork study 49 
3.3.1. The issue of scale  49 
3.3.2. The employment of fieldwork study 50 
3.3.2.1. Conducting an in-depth interview: a mother-

worker in Tin Shui Wai 50 
3.3.2.2. Accessing to the interview subjects 51 
3.3.2.3. The nature of research questions  52 
3.3.2.4. Observation and the establishment of trust 

relationship 52 
3.3.2.5. Undertaking an intensive interview: time and 

place 53 
3.3.2.6. Reflectivity of the research relations  54 
3.3.2.7. Representation of the ‘findings’: a case study 56 
3.4. Summary 56 
 
Chapter Four:  Colonial Governmentality and the Production of 

New Town Space in Hong Kong  
4.1. Introduction 57 
4.2. Hong Kong new towns as space of settlement 

and civilisation 58 
4.2.1.  Knowledge/planning: concern of the 

population 59 
4.2.1.1                  Problematisation of the population 60 
4.2.1.2                  Calculation of the population 63 
4.2.2.  Power of new town design: ‘government of 

the self’ 68 
4.2.2.1.  Political rationality of mapping the built 

environment 69 
4.2.2.2.  Translation mechanism: universal planning 

language  71 
4.2.2.3.  Technology of modernist planning: new town 

design 74 
4.2.2.3.1.  Geometry and standardisation: placing the 

modern lifestyle  74 
4.2.2.3.2.  Design of neighbourhood units: the 

construction of ‘home’ and ‘a new 
community’ 78 

4.2.2.3.2.1.  The creation of ‘home’: binding to a normal 
family life 78 

4.2.2.3.2.2.  The creation of ‘town centre’: binding to a 
community life 81 

4.3. Summary 83 
 
 
 



 vii 

 
Chapter Five:  The Production of New Town Space in Tin Shui Wai 
5.1. Introduction 84 
5.2. Realisation of modern space in Tin Shui Wai 86 
5.2.1. The context of planning and politics 86 
5.2.2. The continuity of a new town project 92 
5.2.3. Representation of high modernism 94 
5.2.3.1. Some backgrounds 94 
5.2.3.2. Planning under the image of modernism 96 
5.2.3.3. Building a rational, standardised and efficient 

new town 99 
5.2.3.4. Zoned functionalism: the order of living and 

working 102 
5.2.3.4.1. Contrasting to the main urban areas 104 
5.2.3.4.2. The design of neighbourhood units 105 
5.2.3.4.3. The design of district centre and landscape 

area 109 
5.2.3.4.4. The design of transport and employment 

opportunities 114 
5.2.3.5. Summary 118 
5.2.4. The issue of justice 119 
5.2.4.1. Distributive injustice: Tin Shui Wai’s 

tragedies 119 
5.2.4.2. The issue of social injustice 135 
5.2.4.2.1. The power of coding space: the logic of 

identity 135 
5.2.4.2.2. The power of exclusion  136 
5.2.4.2.3. The changes of the local domestic economy 139 
5.2.4.2.4. The power of institutions and order 140 
5.3. Summary 142 
 
Chapter Six:  Space, Normalising Power and a Body: The Local 

Geographies of a Mother-Worker In Tin Shui Wai 
6.1. Introduction 144 
6.2. Local geography of a trans-border mother-

worker in a Dongguan village  146 
6.3. Becoming ‘the Other’: an oppressed woman 

body in an inner city of Mongkok 152 
6.4. Normalising ‘the Other’: governing a 

productive body in new town space/order 164 
6.4.1. A place for the ‘the Other’ at the margin 164 
6.4.2. Governing a woman’s spatial practices by new 

town neighborhood 164 
6.4.3. Governing the spatial practices of the 

household by distance and centre-peripheral 
relations  172 

6.4.4. Governing the spaces of representation of ‘the 
Other’ 177 

6.5. Summary and discussion 178 
 



 viii

Chapter Seven: Summary and Conclusions  
7.1. Summary of the arguments 185 
7.2. Theoretical discussions  189 
7.2.1. New town planning as the colonial 

governmentality 190 
7.2.2. The governing of new town space as the 

dichotomy  191 
7.2.3. Understanding of new town surveillance and a 

mother-worker’s geographies  192 
7.2.4. Some reflections of the present study 195 
7.3. Shortcomings of the study and implications 

for further studies 197 
7.3.1. Exploration of other new towns 197 
7.3.2. Exploration of other subjects living in new 

towns 197 
 
 
Appendices  199 
Bibliography  206  
Curriculum Vitae  217  




