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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the Global Times’s reports during the early stages of the China–

US trade war to understand the role of Chinese media’s propaganda in the surge of 

nationalism. Specific attention was paid to the tailoring and reproduction of foreign 

news by the Global Times as a form of providing international media reports about the 

China–US trade war. A content analysis was conducted on the news published between 

January 2018 and June 2018 from the section that reprinted foreign media reports, 

called “Focusing on China.” The concept of re-framing was proposed to describe the 

reproduction of political news by the state-controlled media that transcribe and 

reproduce overseas coverage in the Chinese context. The research concluded that the 

Global Times selected news from world-renowned agencies located in the US for re-

framing. The Global Times also re-framed negative articles about China to have a 

positive valence. Cluster analysis showed two dominating frames in the Global Times’s 

reports: (1) special features of economic effects (2) a “Chinese proposal” for the US-

started problem. Meanwhile, articles from the source showed two other frames: (1) 

mutual retaliation in Thucydide’s trap (2) civilians’ pain as the economic consequence 

of the trade war. Comparison and cluster analysis showed that the Global Times tailored 

foreign media reports about China to serve frame-building purposes; this finding was 

different from that stated in the predominant literature, which found that Chinese media 

directly criticized the reports of foreign media.  
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

Political propaganda in the global communication context and social media age 

has regained much scholarly attention. With the resurgence of authoritarian politics 

since 2016, some authoritarian states are using state media as propaganda tools for 

provoking nationalism both domestically and abroad (Rawnsley, 2015). Concerning the 

possible chaos and division caused by “information warfare” from Russia and other 

authoritarian countries, academia has devoted much effort to analyze the strategies of 

the media under the topic political propaganda (Fletcher & Park, 2017; Li & Zhang, 

2018; Tandoc, Lim, & Ling, 2018; Truex, 2016). While the majority of research studies 

are related to the propaganda efforts to foreign countries, limited attention has been 

paid to domestic propaganda by authoritarian governments in the social media age such 

as China.  

Empirical research studies about China have explored the causal relationship 

between China’s assertive foreign policy, the media’s nationalist discourse, and 

civilians’ nationalistic tendencies (Adu-Febiri & Xiaohui, 2012; Hyun & Kim, 2015). 

Political scholars have suggested that China abandoned defensive foreign policy after 

the 2010s and has utilized the more assertive methods of the western world (Zhao, 

2013). A public opinion poll has also indicated that the Chinese people are “left-wing” 

in the ideological spectrum; the force that supports economic interventionism and 

collectivism comprises a large portion of Chinese society (Pan & Xu, 2015). One 
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explanation for the rise of nationalism promoted by official media is the state media 

have been trying to promote the convergence of state nationalism and popular 

nationalism since the 2010s (Haiyang Yu, 2014). 

When analyzing China as a typical authoritarian state, journalism and 

communication scholars have long investigated how the autocratic system has 

instructed media agencies to fulfill its propaganda tasks, including after its economic 

reform and marketization (Stockmann, 2011; Zhao, 1998). The state-media system has 

been placed in the dominant position in academia inquiries to China, while the 

interaction between domestic and overseas media contents has been relatively ignored 

in this globalized media age.  

However, it needs to be noticed that Chinese media are under continuous reform, 

aiming to be “globalized” in both content and broadcasting networks (Wu & Ng, 2011). 

Therefore, how this globalized content is created for domestic readers must be 

determined. To further understand the media’s effort in domestic propaganda, this 

research explored this question based on the domestic reports covering overseas articles 

about China. The news reports about the China–US trade war were selected as the 

research context to generate the overall research question: how the reproduction of 

news served the nationalistic propaganda. 
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Rise of Nationalism and Media Propaganda in China 

Researchers focusing on Chinese politics have suggested that nationalism in 

China has risen since the 2010s, especially after President Xi Jinping took power (Lee, 

2017). Nationalism is a theoretical construct referring to the internal cohesion of a 

country’s citizens, their support of the state, and more radically, their superiority over 

people from other countries or states (Woods & Dickson, 2017). In other words, in-

group pride and out-group antagonism are two elements of nationalism (Kosterman & 

Feshbach, 2007). Nationalism in China has been manifested in two aspects: state 

nationalism, as manifested in state media, and populist nationalism, as promoted by 

citizens (Zhao, 2013).  

China has used the media to provoke nationalistic sentiment in order to ensure 

the legitimacy of its ruling in place of communism (Zhao, 2016). The country’s 

methods for provoking nationalism include encouraging social media users in online, 

political deliberation about nationalistic topics (Hyun & Kim, 2015) or exaggerating 

the historical glory of China and blaming all controversies on neighboring countries 

(Haiyang Yu, 2014). Such domestic efforts have contributed to the convergence the 

state populism and civil populism (Zhao, 2013), making the nationalistic discourse 

more visible domestically. The tendency has also led China to challenge the US-

dominated, liberal order of the western world. In recent years, scholars suggest the 
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nationalistic root in China’s political ideology has led China to be increasingly assertive 

and aggressive toward the US, desiring to recover its historical glory. (Dixon, 2014).  

The state media are seen as the primary channels for advocating nationalism 

(Adu-Febiri & Xiaohui, 2012; Kuo, 2007; Song & Chang, 2016; Haiyang Yu, 2014). 

Analysis of the country’s media content has mostly been made from a presumption that 

all content is original, including research about social media (i.e., Schneider, 2016), 

newspapers (i.e., Ng, Ye, & Lee, 2011a), and television (i.e., Song & Chang, 2016). 

Some literature has also examined how media agendas were determined in China and 

other nations (Guo & Vargo, 2017). However, little attention has been paid to domestic 

news coverage of foreign news. Given that ideological features have influenced almost 

every type of media, exploring such a phenomenon would be theoretically meaningful. 

Emergence of News Reproduction in International Reports 

Media agencies in China have to rely on overseas media when reporting 

international news. China’s national media used to base international reporting solely 

on Xinhua News, but various resources now construct the portfolio of overseas reports 

in China’s media. At the national level, the party-affiliated newspaper and media 

frequently quote foreign news reports (Chase, 2018). In the provinces and cities, the 

local newspapers are usually not allowed to do such reports due to lack of authorization.  

In Chinese reports after the 2010s, with the requirements from the party 

committee to “expand the view” and produce more globalized reports (Yin, 2006), 
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coverage of foreign media reports in China is increasing, even though the reporting of 

these reports are very likely to be produced with publicity considerations. For example, 

coverage from national media (e.g., Xinhua News, People’s Daily) on China’s trade 

negotiations has been emphasizing the support from overseas media and the support 

from overseas politicians and commentators that is reported by foreign media (Liyun, 

2017).  

News reports from overseas were mostly concentrated on individual sections 

created by several mainstream media of China in printed newspapers and websites, 

including “Foreign Media See China” (Wai Mei Kan Zhong Guo) by People’s Net (Ren 

Min Wang), “Overseas See China” (Hai Wai Kan Zhong Guo) from Huanqiu (Huan Qiu 

Wang), and the “International” section of Reference News (Can Kao Xiao Xi). The 

overseas coverage in these sections is distinct from commonly acknowledged news 

indexing; indexing refers to using small portions of the source articles (Grabe, Zhou, & 

Barnett, 1999), while these reports reproduce a large percentage of the source article, 

sometimes even reproducing the entire article. But this kind of reproduction has seldom 

received scholarly attention; it used to be considered as the translated version of foreign 

reports. Translation studies mainly located in the realm of linguistics have considered 

reproduction as influenced mainly by the personal factors of the translators (Chase, 

2018). A more social and structural view of the reproductions from the field of 

communication studies has been absent. Therefore, this study investigated these 

reproductions in the approaches from communication theories. 
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The Transformation of Chinese Media and the Global Times 

To understand the practice of reproduction, an understanding of the general 

background of journalism in Chinese media is crucial. Scholars of Chinese studies, 

journalism, and political science have examined the journalism of China since the start 

of the People’s Republic of China and have produced abundant literature (i.e., Han, 

2018; Lee, 1994; Sparks, 2010). Journalism practice in the People’s Republic of China 

was initially primarily determined by the ideological requirements of the communist 

party after the founding of the People’s Republic of China. The Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP) was committed to the ideology of Leninism that proposes that the state 

must monopolize the control of ideology. Stuart Schram stated that “ideology” refers to 

the “idea, theory, or hypothesis recognized by the leaders” (1984, p. 2). However, the 

CCP’s control was not static throughout the 70 years of its rule since 1949; the CCP’s 

ruling was deeply incorporated within the power struggles for leadership and market 

reform. 

However, since the pluralization of media channels and the booming of media 

services since the 2000s, it has become impossible for the Publicity Department of the 

Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CCPPD) to control every realm 

of the media industry. The CCP’s tactic of controlling state power incorporated “soft” 

and “hard” tactics, which were more sophisticated than those of Leninism(Brady, 2002; 

C. C. Lee, 1994, p. 75). Hard tactics included investigation, intimidation, persecution, 
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arrests, and censorship. In contrast, soft tactics refer to “work on the mind” (si xiang 

gong zuo), such as proactive propaganda and the assimilation of a self-censoring culture 

(Shambaugh, 2007). Before Deng Xiaoping’s reform and opening-up of China, mainly 

the hard tactics inherited from Mao Zedong’s instructions during the political struggles 

of the civil war were used. They included molding the media with stringent registration 

requirements and censorship, educating students with “positive” information, and 

campaigning among intellectuals to “sterilize” beliefs that were not consistent with the 

central political will (Su, 1994). 

After the economic reform empowered by Deng Xiaoping’s campaign to 

“emancipate the mind” and “seek truth from the facts” (Deng, 1978, p. 140), the media 

gained limited freedom to report the news. The media also gained a new function of 

providing information for economic decisions (Hood, 1994), thus leading to an increase 

in the media’s status. During this market-economy period of China, soft tactics were 

primarily used for propaganda, comprising proactive propaganda and self-censorship. 

Proactive propaganda refers to creating information that matches the theme of the 

central political discourse, and it was designed to be spread by media with the 

mainstream political discourse in different time periods, from “spiritual civilization” 

(Feng, 2016) to “harmonious society” (Warner & Zhu, 2010), and to the recent “China 

Dream” (Callahan, 2015).  
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Marketization after the 1980s requires the party’s media to be responsible for its 

financial status, including earning income from advertising and circulation (Wang, 

Sparks, Lü, & Huang, 2017). From the perspective of the media, a vivid metaphor for 

reporting in the current Chinese market economy is “dancing with the chain,” meaning 

that journalists must create a balance between the tastes of the general audience, the 

requirements of the party, and the media’s journalistic values (He & Chen, 2010, p. 25). 

Even though the media are under the leadership of the party, such marketization forces 

the media to consider the audience’s interests (Stockmann, 2011). After the 1989 

Tiananmen Movement, even though control over news reporting tightened again, the 

marketization of media has persisted until now. 

Moreover, marketization has gradually changed the landscape of Chinese media. 

Some scholars have argued that the Chinese media could be divided into left and right 

wings. Left-wing media agencies in the Chinese context are those that support 

nationalism, traditional values, and political conservatism (Zhang & Chen, 2014). 

Right-wing news agencies (e.g., the Beijing News) support limited political reform (that 

does not jeopardize the CCP’s rule) and a free-market economy. Even under party 

control, some right-wing commercial newspapers were established and earned higher 

profits compared with the party media before the 2010s by providing high-quality 

investigative reporting, local news, and more diversified topics (Pan & Chan, 2003). 
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In recent years, the primary debate in academia has been whether the 

commercialization and conglomeration of media will eventually lead to the media 

citizenship of the Chinese and, eventually, liberalization and consumerism; or will an 

increasingly nationalist discourse eventually bolster the regime’s legitimacy (Brady, 

2008; Jiang, 2012; Yu, 2006). 

Analysis over recent years has indicated that the influence of the party press has 

recovered through government subsidization and its efforts in social media publicity 

(Wang & Sparks, 2019). After 2015, the marketization process encountered obstacles 

from the rise of social media because the attention of audiences has been divided and 

the number of commercial newspapers has declined, especially city newspapers 

(Simons, Nolan, & Wright, 2017). At the same time, nationalist propaganda has gained 

momentum and has been accompanied by a series of economic, military, and 

ideological conflicts with the United States (Liu, 2012; Wu, 2014; Woods & Dickson, 

2017). The increasing volume of the voices of left-wing nationalist media and 

journalists has contributed to the rise of patriotic emotion in the Chinese mainland 

(Gries, Zhang, Crowson, & Cai, 2011). 

Most research related to the international reports of China has focused on how 

the media present the image of foreign countries within the country’s ideological 

framework (Guo et al., 2015; Yang, 2002). One of the most influential national media 

platforms among the general public is the Global Times, a typical left-wing agency and 
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one of the mainstream media in China. The Global Times was first published in January 

1993 and is affiliated to People’s Daily. However, it seems like recent years, Global 

Times has created even larger volume of voice than other party-controlled media in 

Chinese online public sphere. Empirical evidence from Chinese domestic academia has 

found that nationalistic discourse appears at a high frequency in the Global Times 

(Taofu & Lijuan, 2014).  The newspaper generally news consistently with China’s 

national ideology, but sometimes the commentaries were too nationalistic that even 

received criticism from the party central for being too aggressive (Yu, 2013). Such 

criticism, however, didn’t stop Global Times from becoming one of the most welcomed 

newspapers in China (Chen & Zhang, 2014). The Global Times dedicates one section 

(two pages) to foreign media news; this section is named “Focusing on China.” This 

section contains ten to twelve articles covering foreign media reports. Usually, each 

article corresponds to one or two reports from foreign media. The topics of foreign 

reports each day are usually selected with respect to the overall theme of the Global 

Times that day.  

Concluding the previous knowledge, the Global Times is more suitable than 

other media in China in terms of exploring the media’s role in advocating nationalism 

with overseas reports. 
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The Trade War as a Case Study 

The most suitable way to probe into the journalistic practice of reproducing 

foreign reports for domestic purposes is examining the reports from an influential 

international event. In this way, how Chinese media cover overseas reports on the event 

can be analyzed. Some previous journalism research has already mentioned such an 

approach by performing comparative research between Chinese media and foreign 

media (Fong & Chia, 2017; Yan & Kim, 2015). It needs to be noticed that, the Chinese 

government has identified some areas as untouchable for news (e.g., human rights 

issues, Fa Lungong; Zhao, 1998). Chinese media generally would not, or would only 

briefly, cover overseas news related to these issues, thus making comparative analysis 

impossible. Therefore, an economic issue is suitable for such analysis for being less 

political ideology focused. The economic conflict between China and the US can be 

used to reflect the conflict between market values of China and of the West (Zhou & 

Mastin, 2014).  

Communist China was established with fundamental differences in economic 

values and policies from the West, yet it became the second largest economy in the 

2010s. News reports related to the Chinese economy have been the focus of world 

media. These media reports have focused on two major turning points of Chinese 

economic policy: reforming and opening the market and joining the World Trade 

Organization (WTO; Lee, 1994, 2002). Journalism research has concluded that the 
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divisive viewpoint of US media and the western world was whether the western world 

should treat China as a fair trade partner (Stone & Xiao, 2007).  

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, two sets of opinions existed in the US 

political arena; one viewed China’s future as entwined with the US’s partnership while 

another portrayed China as a negative player, an opponent on the world stage (Liss, 

2003). Since China has achieved great economic success through observing the WTO’s 

rules, many foreign politicians believe that China did not fully endorse these market 

rules but rather maintained government interference, a monopoly in banking and 

petroleum, and lack of protection for intellectual property. After Donald Trump came 

to power, such criticism accumulated and led to trade investigations in China (Friedman, 

2019). In response, China defended its “market economy with Chinese characteristics.” 

China also accused the US of jeopardizing the development of China. Such inferences, 

debates, and accusations (along with their potential effects) made international trade 

one of the most significant economic agendas for the international media in 2018.  

The trade conflict between China and the US was a concentrated outbreak of 

hostility toward China. The trade war was the result of a series of trade policy and tariff 

frictions officially started on March 1, 2018, when Donald Trump used Section 301 of 

the Trade Act of 1974, asking the United States Trade Representative (USTR) to 

investigate applying tariffs of US $50–60 billion to Chinese goods (Wong & Koty, 

2019). The tariffs imposed on China were justified as “purely defensive measures” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_301_of_the_Trade_Act_of_1974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_301_of_the_Trade_Act_of_1974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Trade_Representative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariff
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against intellectual theft, compulsory technology transfer, and espionage against US 

businesses and organizations (Xinhua, 2019). Those US defined the economic scholars, 

and intelligence units had noticed unlawful actions by China before the trade war (Liu, 

2005; Nie, 2006). Several leaders of national security departments claimed that the 

Chinese forced policies about technological firms that gave unauthorized access to 

technologies had caused severe damage to US industries (Cottle, 2019). China stated 

that it had always followed WTO rules and protected the right of foreign enterprises 

(Xinhua, 2019) and struck back, imposing tariffs on US goods.  

The trade war came to a temporary stop on December 1, 2018. China and the 

US agreed to a temporary truce to de-escalate trade tensions, following a working 

dinner at the G20 Summit in Buenos Aires on December 1, 2018. According to the 

agreement, both the US and China would refrain from increasing tariffs or imposing 

new tariffs for 90 days (until March 1, 2019) as the two sides worked toward a broader 

trade deal (Wong & Koty, 2019). The first half of 2019 has witnessed negotiation and 

conflicts taking place interchangeably.  

In May, trade talks between the US and China nearly collapsed, due to Donald 

Trump claiming that China was attempting to “renegotiate” the trade deal and trying to 

backslide on commitments (Jack Nasher, 2019). The US also prevented a series of 

Chinese technological companies, including Huawei, from purchasing products 

produced by US companies, and Donald Trump’s claims restarted a series of tariff hikes 
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between the US and China. China also issued the white book, which demonstrated 

China’s stance in the trade war and accused the US of unilateral and protectionist 

measures. With domestic pressure building in both the US and China, Xi Jinping and 

Trump met again during the G20 summit of 2019. As of this writing, the US and China 

reached another agreement to restart trade talks and relax the ban on Huawei. 

Based on the value and significance of the trade war, this study explored the 

theoretical essence of the news reproduction activities by the Global Times on this issue. 

The following literature review offered a conceptualized explanation for the 

reproduction of overseas news and assessed the variation of news from a framing 

perspective. 
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 

The literature review first attempted to construct a conceptual definition of news 

reproduction practice. Then, a few research questions were generated with a heuristic, 

general-to-specific order. After conceptualization, this thesis probed the selection 

criteria of the news being produced. The second part analyzed the news before and after 

reproduction from a framing perspective and argued that discovering the framework of 

reproduction should be based on assessing how the information is being tailored. A 

practical solution based on the cluster analysis was proposed. Finally, the variations of 

specific news frames were hypothesized based on the related literature. 

Conceptualization of “News About News” 

This study constructed “news about news” as the media’s reproduction routine 

in China for conceptualizing news reproduction. The construction of “news about news” 

is based on the literature related to of news sourcing (also called indexing or quoting in 

some studies; Esser & D’Angelo, 2006; Reese, Gandy, & Grant, 2001; Tuchman, 1978). 

This section will firstly review the scholarly works about the practice of indexing 

information in different eras and generate with the concept of “news about news” for 

the news reproduction in the Chinese context. 

The early stage of news sourcing research was based on the sociological 

paradigm that mainly discussed how different social actors acquired access into news 

reports, and how the news access reflected the logic of strategic and definitional power 
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(Cottle, 2002). Scholars from this paradigm mainly examined whether social groups 

were represented as legitimated or as the outsiders, deviants, and even devils (Cohen, 

1963). Research based on this approach eventually derived the Stuart Hall’s opinion of 

a symbolic interactionism approach towards how news was reproduced and the 

reproduction of powerful voices based on the neo-Marxist view (Blumer, 1986; Hall, 

1973, p. 50). Such an approach mainly dealt with how different social groups and 

interests being symbolically visualized (Stanley, 2002). Hall stated that the actors in the 

news were determined by “the voices of the powerful who became the primary definers 

of the events” (Hall et al., 1978, p.58). In this period, the news sources were considered 

equal to the powerful social actors manifested in the articles. 

Later research from a media sociological perspective improved the importance 

of media professionals concern of objectivity in news production and categorized the 

news sources into organizational and individual sources. This approach followed the 

presumption that news was the “social construction of reality” and that journalists 

provided sources to validate the facticity of information and ensure the credibility of 

news (Reese, 2009; Shoemaker & Reese, 1996). This perspective collectively 

investigated how sources were produced in a bureaucratic routine, culture-constraining 

factors, and ideological context (Cottle, 2002). This set of studies concluded that 

sources refer to either personal or organizational origins, while sourcing refers to 

constructing a web of facts containing multiple sources in the news (Reese, 2009; 

Tuchman, 1978, p. 90). Tuchman’s research was the first to propose the term “news 
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about news” in the research context in European and American media. Tuchman 

suggested that reporters controlling and creating controversy by representing 

legitimated institutional resources as mutual self-validating facts in the news stories 

(Tuchman, 1978, p. 93). Such arguments brought the intention and capability journalists 

to manipulate sources to the front stage. However, the Tuchman’s discussion did not 

exceed the traditional definition of news sourcing that sources served as complementary 

facts in the article. 

After the 1990s, the political communication research in the US paid attention 

to news media as the source itself. A growing number of research studies have inspected 

how a cunning selection of news sourced in reporting was utilized for the media’s 

benefit (de Vreese & Elenbaas, 2008; Garcia-Pires, Kind, & Sørgard, 2017). This 

approach can be traced back to the concept of meta-coverage in the two-party system 

of the US. Meta-coverage was proposed to describe the practice of turning attention to 

how the news media report itself are covered in the political event (Wise & Brewer, 

2010). Instead of reporting about events, meta-coverage reports on the media’s strategic 

manipulation (Esser & Spanier, 2005), such as “strategic framing” (i.e., satirizing the 

other party) and portraying the media agencies of the other side as cynical (de Vreese 

& Elenbaas, 2008). The motive of meta-coverage is sabotaging the image of the media 

that favor the opposing party and that of the opposing party itself. However, the concept 

of meta-coverage has not been applied to other political and media contexts without 

such a bi-lateral party/media system. 
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Lastly, with the recent development of media technology, the production of news 

has shown a networked paradigm; journalists source information from blogs, Twitter 

feeds, YouTube videos, and Facebook pages as sources (Conway-Silva, 2018). 

Networked journalism builds a more diverse global news map and contributes insights 

and story angles that go beyond official discourses and provide content more proximate 

to the public (Van Leuven, Heinrich, & Deprez, 2015). 

In this study, construction of “news about news” linked the authoritarian 

political system with the abundant literature related to media sociology since the 1980s 

based on the US political system. Therefore, the new term, “news about news,” must 

be proposed to distinguish the news sourcing in the Chinese context from traditional 

research news sourcing. 

Defining “news about news.” The term “news about news” describes such 

practices of the Global Times, Reference News Newspaper (RNN), and other Chinese 

media that treat reproducing overseas coverage as the main body of news reports for 

propaganda purposes. The practice of “news about news” has been mentioned in 

linguistic studies about the Chinese press (Chase, 2018), but it has not been explored in 

communication studies.  

First, “news about news” is constructed on the context of the authoritarian 

system. In this sense, the motive that drives the journalist is not the journalistic routine 

or ownership of the media, but authoritative forces. Second, in “news about news,” 
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content from overseas media comprises the majority of the main bodies of reports, 

while content from the sources only serves as additional evidence in the predominant 

sourcing practice. Third, the extent of similarity between the original news and “news 

about news” can be considered between the simple translation of overseas news and the 

predominant definition of news sourcing. This is different from news sourcing, in which 

the new article is created with a limited relationship with its sources; rather, the topic 

and the story of “news about news” is consistent with the sources. Moreover, “news 

about news” is also different from the translation of overseas news. A translated article 

conveys the original meaning of the article. However, alterations in meaning are made 

possible by adding and deleting elements in the article during the reproduction process 

of “news about news.”  

The concept of “news about news” shows its theoretical value in several aspects. 

In political communication, the concept addresses how the authoritarian regime 

operates domestic political propaganda through journalism. In the current era of 

misinformation and disinformation spreading, some literature has already suggested 

that governments are intentionally spreading “fake news” for propaganda purposes 

(Khaldarova & Pantti, 2016; Tandoc et al., 2018). However, limited work has addressed 

the question of how “news about news” has served propaganda purposes. “News about 

news” is one typical example of conveying political ideologies through selectively 

presenting content during the reproduction process. Additionally, “news about news” 

brings attention to how news is being transcribed across countries, languages, and 
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cultures in international reporting. This concept also helps re-innovate academia’s 

predominant models about news sourcing in media-free regimes (Bennett, 1990), 

proposing a more government-led, propaganda-driven sourcing routine.  

To best theorize the Chinese practice of sourcing foreign media, this study 

referred to the concepts of meta-coverage and news sourcing, defining “news about 

news” as the political news about overseas reports in authoritarian regimes in which 

media are restricted. In these states, “news about news” is provided by state-controlled 

media that transcribe and reproduce overseas coverage. Articles in a “news about news” 

context correspond to a single or several overseas media articles.  

Factors influencing the practice of “news about news.” This section analyzes 

the factors that influencing “news about news” from a media-sociological view of 

community-based journalism production, which moves beyond the psychological view 

of assuming news is only affected by the practitioner’s values and attitudes and argues 

that the news is objectified in the “news net” (Berger & Luckmann, 1966, p. 170). Such 

an approach suggests that news is an organizational product that is socially constructed 

(Gans, 1980; Tuchman, 1978); therefore, analyzing news production must consider 

social and structural contexts. 

       Theoretical research in the 1970s concluded that there are mainly two internal 

factors in the newsroom for sourcing: the lack of availability of news events and the 

motivation to improve the facticity of the news. Since news occurrences are time- and 
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space-dispersed, the media are not capable of deploying journalists in all possible 

locations in which news events can take place. To reduce cost, media owners have to 

rely on other sources (Tuchman, 1978). Ethnographic observations of the sourcing 

patterns in the 1980s and 1990s suggested that a bureaucratic routine dominated news 

sourcing. Gan also stated that the sources intervened the media reporting mainly 

depends on (1) their incentives, (2) power, (3) ability to supply suitable information, 

and (4) geographic and social proximity to the journalists (Gans, 1979, p. 117). As a 

result of the contemporary societal environment, news sources mainly relied on official, 

organizational, and mainstream sources, and more specifically, white, male elites 

(Althaus, Edy, Entman, & Phalen, 1996; Zaller & Chiu, 1996). This set of studies led 

to the conclusion that a structural limitation lay within the journalistic routine that 

empowered the elites and officials to define “fact.” Gans explained the phenomenon by 

arguing that economic constraints and political power influenced the internal 

journalistic processes implicitly, even though there was no dominant force telling the 

journalists “what to report” (1980). 

 Journalism research after the 1990s also demonstrated increased workload and 

limited budget as reasons journalists rely on standardized routines such as press releases 

and press agency copy in reporting (Lewis, Williams, & Franklin, 2008). Since the 

development of communication technology brought the world into the internet era, 

news materials are now in overabundance. For example, social media platforms quickly 

provide journalists with on-scene images and videos taken by bystanders during 
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breaking events. However, such “breaking events” that are viral on social media are 

often proven to be fabricated later on; the chaos of source origins left room for 

video/image modification. Therefore, in the current media age, audiences should 

consider the primary role of the media as providing truthful information (Balmas, 2014). 

Improving the facticity of news has become the primary reason for news 

sourcing. Sources can be divided into three categories: ordinary people, organization 

leaders, and organizations. Organizational sources, including governments, companies, 

and media agencies, are considered authoritative sources and have higher credibility. 

Journalists prefer such sources to gather facts for news stories (Cross, 2010; Gans, 

1980). Additionally, government officials are considered especially essential in news 

reporting regarding foreign policy (Zaller & Chiu, 1996). 

The facts, as Tuchman mentioned, refer to the “pertinent information gathered 

by professionally validated methods specifying the relationship between what is known 

and how it is known,” thus showing that the credibility of reports is mutually 

determined by source and fact (1978, p. 90). Meanwhile, facticity was defined as “the 

degree to which a story contains the kinds of facts and figures on which hard news 

thrives (locations, names, numbers of all kinds.” (Bell, 1991, p. 21) Therefore, 

journalists must question facts by going to the source. By referring to different sources, 

they provide different angles of narrative to the news and transfer unverified fact into 

convincing evidence. Sources can also affect the news reports in multiple aspects; 
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editors add more names to the reports, and journalists prefer institutional sources 

compared to personal ones (Tuchman, 1978).  

For external factors, the concept of the indexing hypothesis provided theoretical 

explanations of why media comply with the force of government. The assumption of 

the indexing hypothesis was built by Bennett under three types of contexts for political 

news reporting: foreign news and diplomatic policy, domestic and social security news, 

and electoral campaigns. He also suggested the official source is the range of discussion 

among political elites about an issue, which determines the range of discussion in the 

media (1990). When covering domestic and social security news, journalists are more 

likely to use a game framework, which treats the domestic political system as a match 

and focuses on the wins, losses, and strategy of the candidates (Lawrence, 2009). When 

switching to foreign news reporting and diplomatic policy reports, journalists prefer to 

index the sources from the center of political power (e.g., senator). News indexing, 

therefore, is focused on the influence of political power in the selection of news sources, 

especially in the context of foreign news and diplomatic policy. The core idea of the 

indexing hypothesis is that journalists “index,” or calibrate, the news stories to the 

power balance they perceive amongst those in government (Bennett, 1990). In most 

cases, journalists follow the stances of presidents and their officials. One reason for 

such indexing practices might be a lack of sources when researching foreign policy 

news. 
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Follow-up research has given different opinions, stating that the supporting 

findings of the indexing hypothesis might be due to measurement issues. In the content 

analysis of the US–Libya crisis done by the New York Times, media autonomy was 

shown as journalists sought foreign sources to provide countering opinions to the 

dominant domestic policies (Althaus et al., 1996). This indicated that the indexing 

hypothesis does not always hold, and whether the media would comply with the center 

of political power in democratic systems remains to be discussed. The complexity of 

the indexing hypothesis when tested indicated that explaining the performance of the 

media requires a more thorough consideration of all contexts, including authoritarian 

systems. In general, a consensus does not exist about power distribution among 

journalists, sources, and audience (Reese, 2009).  

The most coherent model of journalistic production is the hierarchy of influences 

model proposed by Shoemaker and Reese (2014). The model proposed the individual, 

organization, routine, social institution, and social systems as the major influencing 

factors of news sourcing, which covered the approaches mentioned above. However, 

since media autonomy in China is fragile, and media institutions are embedded in the 

social system of China (a party-controlled media system), the distinction between 

organizational/institutional influence and social system is not so clear as Shoemaker 

and Resse proposed (2014). Usually, the news institution and organization performed 

with limited subjectivity and conveyed the political instructions from the party (Wang 

et al., 2017). This thesis analytical framework considered the major influencing factors 
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for “news about news” can be categorized into internal (inside the newsroom) factors, 

including the perception of audience demand and journalistic routine, and external 

(outside the newsroom) factors, mainly the media market and political leadership. 

Based on the review before, this thesis concluded that internal factors for indexing have 

shifted from mainly concerning journalistic routines, channels, and availability of 

information to mainly focusing on improving the facticity of information. Additionally, 

the external factors call for more contextual and integrated media-sociological analysis 

in the Chinese context (Lewis et al., 2008; Shoemaker & Reese, 1996). By analyzing 

the current literature concerning the factors influencing news sourcing, this study 

conjectured the determining factors of “news about news” in the context of an 

authoritarian regime in which the media are under control. 

Media Indexing in China  

This section discusses media indexing in China, where the media are mostly 

restricted, based on the internal/external framework conclude in the previous section. 

By the end of this section, questions about the standards of indexing for Chinese media 

were proposed. The hypotheses were sought to provide a preliminary image of “news 

about news” and served as a foundation for future framing research.  

First, Chinese media are either under the direct leadership of the party (e.g., 

People’s Daily) or are affiliated with media agencies that are under the direct control 

of the party (e.g., Global Times). The CCP defined the mass media as the “mouth and 
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throat” of the party, and the party controls the financial and personnel resources of mass 

media organizations through ownership, registration systems, and power (Tang & 

Iyengar, 2011). The Chinese government regulates journalists through the All-China 

Journalists’ Association, which connects the party with the profession, and journalists 

are required to accept the duties and obligations as defined by the CCP (Brady, 2002). 

Following the ideological stance from the party center is not suggested, but compulsory.  

Additionally, the political leaders, especially the leader of the CCP, have 

significant influences on the country’s media policy. From Mao Zedong’s “let one 

hundred followers broom” and “anti-rightist movement” to Deng Xiaoping’s “debate 

about the truth standard,” the campaigns promoted by political leaders have largely 

determined the keynotes of media reports (Zeng, 2016). Xi Jinping’s period has shifted 

the policy focus to the US, Asia, and Europe with the proposition of the “belt and road 

initiative” and “a community of shared future for mankind,” subsequently, China’s 

media are attempting to achieve the goal of becoming a global media and establish 

global influence. In sum, the external factors, especially the party leaders and 

government, are the dominating force in determining the “news about news.” 

It is not suggested that the inside factor of meeting audience demands should be 

ignored. The party media respond to the audience in another way. A large number of 

journalism studies, especially ones in China, describe Chinese media as existing under 

“triple pressure” from party requirements, market forces, and audience demands (Yu, 
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2013). Media with deep marketization efforts are also more inclined to use media 

branding to position themselves in China’s media market to attract certain audience 

subdivisions while establishing themselves as distinct players in the market (Stockmann, 

2010). Successfully marketized newspapers, like the Global Times, are considered to 

be using effective media strategies by establishing their roles as holding nationalist 

slants and affirmative stances towards China’s foreign policy (Stockmann, 2010).  

This thesis argues that the Global Times selects sources based on party 

propaganda policies and audience demands. This thesis is based on the assumption that 

the Global Times selects overseas media perceived as possessing high credibility, which 

is defined as having the “knowledge and ability to provide accurate information” (West, 

1994). Recent audience research has shown that Chinese citizens have less faith in 

government mouthpieces and are gravitating towards commercial and foreign media 

might (Huang, 2013; Huang & Yeh, 2017). Research from 2014 by Truex showed the 

Chinese audience forming a media citizenship that understands the biases of domestic 

media. This result was demonstrated by a subsequent study that showed Chinese 

Internet users regarding foreign media, such as the New York Times and Reuters, as 

being less biased than China’s domestic media, although the users were often suspicious 

about the foreign media’s political motives when reporting on China (2016). Huang and 

Yeh reinforced this perception by an online survey showing that 52.3% of respondents 

felt Western media were more credible than Chinese media, while only 5.4% said the 

opposite (2017). 
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In summary, audience-responsive journalism and political direction from the 

party are two possible major factors of the media indexing practice of the Global Times. 

Political discourse analysis suggests that the US has become China’s unspoken 

comparison point in media discourse (Stockmann, 2010). Since China has become the 

second largest global economy and President Xi Jinping has started pursuing news 

relations between China and the US, official information releases have been explicitly 

and implicitly comparing the roles of both nations on the world stage (Wilson, 2015). 

Recent research has shown Chinese audiences are most interested in US news 

(Katzenstein & Keohane, 2007, p. 175), and chose US media most often for obtaining 

information and entertainment (Zhang & Ding, 2018). Therefore, this study proposes 

the following research question:  

H1a: Media agencies located in the US are more likely to be sourced by the 

Global Times for “news about news” material.  

When determining which nations to cover, the Chinese media are inclined to 

follow the focus of the nation’s foreign policy (Song & Chang, 2016; Wang & Wang, 

2014). Since the end of the Cold War, the stress of China’s diplomacy has shifted to the 

US, and so has the focus of media coverage. From a content analysis of Chinese 

television news, foreign news is US-centered, politically focused, preferably 

sensational information (Lin, Lo, & Wang, 2011; Song & Chang, 2016).  
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As an important note, China is not only expanding its influence in traditional 

third-world countries but is also seeking cooperation and alliance with traditional US 

allies. Traditional US allies were defined as those countries have military alliance 

relations with the US before the end of the cold war, such as the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) countries, Japan, Australia, Korea, and New Zealand (Medeiros, 

2009). In recent international disputes, for example, China has been seeking 

cooperation with European and eastern Asian countries like France, Germany, and 

Japan (Chase, 2018; Foot, 2017). Therefore, this study inferred that, in trade-war related 

reports, China would pay specific media attention to traditional US allies to echo the 

diplomatic effort of the state and demonstrate China’s support from developed western 

countries. 

Based on the previous literature, the following hypothesis was stated:  

H1b. Media stories that report on the influence of traditional US allies (i.e., 

Japan, EU countries, Australia) on the trade war are more likely to be sourced by 

Chinese media as “news about news” material.  

The transition of news valence in news reproduction is another issue that has 

been noticed by early scholars. Because of the rivalries in ideology and economic 

benefit between China and western countries, it would be very reasonable for media on 

each side present the negative image of each country. Scholars found that Chinese 

media reported Chinese foreign policy in a positive light (Shambaugh, 2007), including 
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economic affairs. For example, China has framed the economic globalization as the 

continuation of economic reform since the 1980s on People’s Daily and stated that 

China’s participation in the WTO is beneficial to the world (Hung Ng, Ye, & Lee, 2011). 

On the other way, Chinese marketization was given negative reports by the US in 

general (Wei, Lo, & Golan, 2017; Wilke & Achatzi, 2011). More broadly, critical 

analysis of English media revealed that China was cast as a threat to Global stability 

(Okuda, 2016). Given that the trade war is a typical foreign policy event, this study 

assumed the Global Times would frame the US with an overall negative valence. 

Therefore, this follow hypothesis was proposed: 

H1c. The source news reports that are focused on China were with an overall 

negative valence, but the news articles appearing in the Global Times will be 

transformed to positive in the valance.  

A Framing Perspective of “News about News”  

Since Chinese media need to translate articles into Chinese when reporting news 

about news, some academic inquiries in this area lie in the field of linguistics, especially 

translation studies. Thus, given the lack of scholarly attention to the subject in 

communication studies, this thesis may first draw lessons from work done in translation 

research. In translation studies, critical discourse analysis is the primary method used 

to explore the ideological positioning of news translation (Pan, 2014). Discourse 

analysis of the RNN had found that evaluation resources were deployed when RNN was 
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translating foreign articles, and the positioning of evaluation resources reflected clear 

ideological positioning (Fairclough, 2013; Pan, 2015).  

However, the discursive analysis employed in translation studies can only 

provide examples and not quantitative evidence. The single sentence as research unit is 

comparatively isolated from the context of the whole article and might ignore the 

narrative logic of the news content at paragraph and article levels. The theory of news 

framing compensates for this by employing a more comprehensive and systematic 

analysis of media content.   

As one of the most commonly used theories in communication research, 

framing describes how “specific ‘interpretive packages’ delivered to audiences by 

media” (Gamson & Modigliani, 1989, p.2) or “some aspects of a perceived reality were 

selected and made more salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote 

particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and treatment 

recommendation” (Entman, 1993, p. 52). Compared to agenda-setting, which tells 

people “what to think about,” framing involves a more implicit way of conveying “how 

to think about” information to the audience. Framing research can be divided into two 

sets: the process of “building and setting” and the process of how news frames are 

produced and accepted by the audience (de Vreese, 2005).  

A number of studies have investigated the political proposition, ideology, and 

discourse embedded in news contents through the concept of framing (Brewer, 2006; 
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Han, 2011; Song, Lee, & Huang, 2019; Stone & Xiao, 2007; Wilke & Achatzi, 2011). 

News framing research about China is abundant and includes reports related to China’s 

foreign policy (Raphiou, 2015), global publicity (Okuda, 2016), and crisis management 

(Yan & Kim, 2015).  

Frame building is the news production process that delivers the theoretical 

construct of the producer’s underlying ideology, beliefs, and values (de Vreese, 2005). 

Previous research has identified the implicitly conveyed message by identifying the 

“framing devices” and “reasoning devices” in the articles, including word choices, 

descriptions, arguments, visual images, layouts, tone, etc. (Ghanem, 1997; Tankard, 

2001; Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Further research in a specific political context has found 

that framing devices were created with ideological constraints or even propaganda 

purposes, especially in the interpretation of political movements (de Vreese, Peter, & 

Semetko, 2001; Du, 2016). 

 Scholars have recently noticed that the concept of framing is overused in the 

realm of media research, thus making the definition of framing ambiguous. Scholars 

have begun to call for a standardized operational definition for framing research that is 

logically equivalent to different contexts (Cacciatore, Scheufele, & Iyengar, 2016; 

Matthes & Kohring, 2008). To explain further, scholars have distinguished two types 

of framing research: measuring the accessibility of cognitive attributes to the readers 

and measuring the psychological path of the attributes’ applicability, examining 
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whether the contents will match the cognitive schemas of the readers (Cacciatore et al., 

2016). The first approach addresses the question of whether the reported contents are 

comprehensible compared to the news event (whether all information is accessible to 

the audience). The second approach considers the compatibility of the audience traits 

with the cognitive attributes in the reports. Framing research that follows the first 

approach is more likely to propose generic frames having fewer requirements for the 

audience’s knowledge about the news event. On the other hand, the applicability 

approach results in the discovery of issue-specific frames (de Vreese, 2005).  

In general, generic frames are applicable to most news reports and can overcome 

the differences of time, place, and issues. Issue-specific frames refer to the specific type 

of reports (Aalberg, Strömbäck, & de Vreese, 2012). A similar taxonomy is Iyengar’s 

division of news frames into thematic and episodic frames. Thematic frames set the 

“political places in a general context,” while episodic frames are more specific (Iyengar, 

1991, p. 2). Cacciatore et al. (2016) argued that issue-specific frames using the 

applicability approach are less generalizable, and framing research can focus on 

applicable, tailored information to the audience. 

Examining the transition from overseas coverage to Chinese coverage deals with 

content analysis and media reports from both sides and thus requires logically 

equivalent alternatives to measure the frame devices by the same standard. With this 

requirement, this study adopted generic frames to examine the accessibility of common 
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frames in news reports, and generic news frames were applied to economic issues in 

Europe and other regions around the world.  

The existing literature has used several of the six classes of generic frames 

(economic consequence, human interest, conflict, causal interpretation, problem 

definition, and solution recommendation) to determine how media present economy-

related issues in reports (de Vreese et al., 2001; Kostadinova & Dimitrova, 2012; Zhou 

& Mastin, 2014). However, the six-class categorization is only a fundamental, logical, 

elemental break-down of the news. Such classification will be challenged when 

engaging in analysis of the news that is embedded in complex social/political contexts. 

Therefore, a more flexible content analysis approach must be used. 

The predominant approach for exploring and identifying such thematic frames 

in the news has followed a similar route for decades, including (1) creating a holistic 

list by referring to the literature or examining part of the new materials and (2) coding 

the articles based on the existing list of news frames. Findings based on this approach 

have been regarded as having two main shortcomings. First, identifying new frames is 

challenging, given that the researcher has already formed a holistic frame list (Bowe & 

Hoewe, 2016). Second, coder bias is created by the intention to find existing frames 

(Matthes & Kohring, 2008).  

Cluster analysis largely solved the limitations of current generic frame analysis 

based on traditional content analysis. Cluster analysis treats traditional frames as “frame 
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elements” or “frame devices” that are considered in the sub-level of frames in research. 

The clusters are calculated based on the coding result of framing elements. Then, each 

significant cluster is named as a new frame (Krippendorff, 2013). Cluster analysis was 

adopted by many research studies based on framing (i.e., Bowe, 2018b; Wilke & 

Achatzi, 2011). 

Therefore, this study proposed the following research question to explore the 

patterns of framing elements in a related report based on cluster analysis: 

RQ2. How do the patterns of consequence, conflicts, causal attributions, moral 

evaluations, and treatment recommendations combine to create frames in coverages and 

source reports of the Global Times? 

Exploring the Re-Framing Process from Overseas to Chinese Coverage 

Abundant literature has shown how China, as an authoritarian state, reports 

overseas news and how foreign media reports about China. To explore the variation of 

news narratives in the production of “news about news,” this study designed two 

detailed classifications under the five framing elements of the coding scheme. By 

synthesizing the literature related to the news framing of China and abroad, this thesis 

proposed the “re-framing” hypothesis as the explanation of how Chinese media altered 

overseas reports to attune them to different framing preferences. 

First, each frame element can be categorized as either China-focused or US-

focused when analyzing news articles reporting about China and the US. For example, 
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emphasizing negative economic consequences to China portrays a different writing 

purpose than emphasizing consequences to the US. Therefore, the country specification 

is one of the essential standards to use to explore the focus of the media. The literature 

has suggested that Chinese central television tends to compose news stories more 

devoted to the US (Lin et al., 2011). Adding the assessment of country specification 

helps enhance the understanding of what aspect the Global Times uses to emphasize 

China’s role. Therefore, a China/US grouping was added to the coding scheme of each 

statement of the framing elements to determine whether the statement was China-

focused or US-focused.  

Second, this study reviewed the existing literature about the repertoire of 

overseas media and Chinese media to determine whether there were different 

“orientations” under the framing elements proposed in the previous section. For 

overseas coverage, this study acquired media reports from major international media 

around the world, including CNN, the New York Times, BBC, Project Syndicate 

(Russia), South China Morning Posts, and Zao Bao. The majority of reports were from 

media agencies located in the US. Hence, the discussion of overseas reports was mainly 

based on the US. 

The US press’s framing of China. Fundamental rivalries in ideology between 

western countries and China have been considered the reason for negative reports about 

China. A typical example is the generally negative media portrayals about China in the 
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US, which are consistent with the political stance and ideology of the US (Stone & Xiao, 

2007). The stories in the US’s mainstream media usually focus on two topics: the 

cooperation/containment debate and human-interest concern. 

For the cooperation/containment debate, most significant evidence can be found 

in reports by the US media. Based upon the two pillars of capitalism and democracy, 

China’s communist approach has long been viewed as “other” in US media discourse 

(Lee, 2002), while traditional allies, such as Korea, have been more positively portrayed 

(Yan & Kim, 2015). US media has perceived the authoritarian political system of China 

as the crux of the economic system. Unlike the capitalist-based system that protects 

intellectual rights, the socialist and non-transparent political structure in the CCP has 

been regarded as starting a zero-sum game against the western states in economic 

activities. Based on this, a growing number of foreign media reports have considered 

the trade war as mainly attributed to the state-directed policy of China or even have 

considered the trade war as the result of China’s attempt to replace the US’s position 

on the world stage (Golan & Lukito, 2015).  

The cooperation interpretation is based on the fact that China’s rise is inevitable, 

and the urgent task should be maintaining regional security, managing disagreements, 

and aiming for mutual prosperity (Okuda, 2016). For economic affairs, this approach 

suggests that the trade deficit is due more to the advantage of a complete industrial 

chain and low labor cost (Lai, 2005). Such interpretation also suggests that facing the 
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challenge from China head-on is not a wise choice. As former US President Barack 

Obama stated, “Our goal is not to counter China . . . We have a strong relationship with 

China” (Obama, 2014). 

Other scholars have already noticed such contradicting opinions in the US elite 

media. Lee argued that three significant themes of the New York Times reflect the 

attitude of elite media toward China as moving from hard-line to soft-line—“containing 

(restricting China’s economic development), engagement (treating China as a strategic 

partner), and globalization (subjecting China to international norms and law) (2002, p. 

343).” Containing logic suggests that the trade deficit problem was generated by the 

hostile nature toward market rules that was embedded in China’s development strategy. 

Therefore, China should be punished with tariffs and other measures. On the other hand, 

cooperation logic treats trade disputes as a non-political issue and suggests continuing 

to integrate China into the world trade system. Such diverse opinions lead to the two 

sets of narrative logic. Therefore, this study proposed the following categorizations: 

casual interpretation (ideological, economic) and solution recommendations 

(containing, negotiation). 

Notably, since Donald Trump came to power in 2016, there has been an overall 

tendency to support a more confronting policy toward China, both by liberals and 

conservatives, even though the US media has criticized Donald Trump’s governance 

and foreign policy. Content analysis from the mainstream media of the US indicated 
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that editorial content and news reports about China have shifted toward antagonistic 

discourse. Not only does the conservative media portray China as a geopolitical threat 

(Golan & Lukito, 2015), but the perceptions of the economic threat from China in all 

major newspapers have also been increasing since 2000 (Yang & Liu, 2012). Analysis 

of recent US media coverage has also shown the “self–other” rivalry, and negative 

reports of China have been more significant in US media than in other western countries 

(Song et al., 2019). In conclusion, China has been increasingly perceived as the major 

opponent of the US in the world system. The anxiety that China might replace the 

current position of the US and instate a “society-state” model (De Graaff & Van 

Apeldoorn, 2018) will possibly result in the mainstream voice being dominated by the 

perspective that containment is the solution to the trade war and that ideological reasons 

are the cause of the war.  

For media in other countries, such a cooperation/containment dispute can also 

be observed, but media frames in those countries also echo the national interest of those 

countries.  For example, in southeast Asian countries that are at a disadvantage in 

economic and military aspects, peace became the primary concern when developing 

economic relationships with China, showing that skepticism toward China can be 

shared by the US’s security partners (Tung, 2018). In Euro-centric analysis, concerns 

of over-relying on the Chinese economy also exist, along with criticism of human rights 

in China. However, there are also other voices have called for collaboration between 

Europe and China, despite US opposition (Lam, 2016). 
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The second focus of US mainstream media is the human-interest issue in 

mainland China, which has prevailed since the foundation of the People’s Republic of 

China. News reports about the lack of protection of human interest have appeared in 

sports, social, and political news of China. Domestically, the Chinese government was 

framed as guilty of human rights abuse, incompetent and dishonest in controlling the 

domestic AIDS disease (Wu, 2006). A similar result was found in how the US media 

framed the Chinese government’s efforts to control SARS; the human-interest framing 

was generally unfavorable (Luther & Zhou, 2005).  

Economically, after China joined the WTO, the absorption of large quantities of 

foreign investments and the advantage of cheap labor placed human interest as a typical 

frame for the economic issues of China (Zhou & Mastin, 2014). Politically, separatism 

issues were also mentioned with human rights oppression. Typical examples are 

Europe’s media attention to human-interest aspects of Tibet and the Xinjiang 

separatism issues (Becker, 2011).  

To summarize, foreign media reports related to the economic expansion of 

China manifested either government-led or economic-driven explanation. For trade 

conflicts, casual interpretation, and solution recommendation, overseas reports 

displayed a cooperation/containment debate. Additionally, human interest has long 

been the concern of foreign media, especially of the US and western Europe. 
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Framing of foreign countries by the Chinese press. The media operates with 

the logic in the context of China that is distinctively different from other countries. This 

section reviews the news frames used by China while attempting to interpret the 

country’s political logic and discourse. Based on the review, several hypotheses about 

the direction of changes to frame elements were generated.  

Previous analysis of entire articles of overseas coverages in China has shown 

that the “good parts” of Chinese representations were highlighted (e.g., economic 

achievements), while the negative parts were downplayed (e.g., human rights issues, 

violation of market rules). Such a process is theorized as the “domestication process” 

of China’s sensibilities and self-interest (Dahlgren, Sparks, Gurevitch, Levy, & Roeh, 

2005, p. 207). Therefore, this study named the reproduction process of “news about 

news” as “re-framing,” compatible with both framing as the research approach toward 

politically oriented reporting and as the reproduction process of “news about news.” 

This thesis defined re-framing as the systematic procedure of highlighting ideologically 

similar framing devices and downplaying ideologically contradictory framing devices. 

China’s media discourse of economic globalization has been struggling between 

two tendencies. The right wing in the Chinese context stands for neoliberalism in the 

economy, suggesting opening China for foreign investments, colluding with the global 

capitalist system, reducing regulations, and privatizing state-owned enterprises 

(Naughton, 2006). The left wing suggests remaining vigilant about western market 
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values and opposing the independence in market reform (Pan & Xu, 2015; Yin, 2006). 

Since the 1990s, socialism fundamentalists have described western countries as 

external powers trying to intimidate, divide, and weaken China, encouraging Chinese 

citizens to remain vigilant to prevent China from experiencing the same collapse like 

the Soviet Union (Brady, 2002). Chinese media have extended such ideological leftist 

tendencies to the reporting of international affairs. For example, China Daily and 

People’s Daily valued the sovereignty of a country rather than the human interest of 

citizens in the reports of the Kosovo conflicts (Yang, 2002). In summary, the leftist 

approach emphasizes that China must maintain its sovereignty, especially in economic 

policy and against foreign interventions.  

The struggling between “left” and “right” has been dynamic since the 1990s. In 

one way, starting from the 1990s, public trust in communism has also mostly declined. 

Scholars have suggested that the Chinese government relies on public support to retain 

its legitimacy (Brady & Juntao, 2009), and part of such legitimacy is built on populistic 

nationalism. Therefore, the CCP has positioned itself as the defender of the nation’s 

interest, pride, and territorial integrity (Zhao, 2016).  

In the other way, since China joined the WTO in 2001, other research has 

pointed out a different direction in Chinese reporting. The right-wing neoliberalist’s 

call for globalization has increased since the twenty-first century and is accompanied 

with more discourse about China’s integration into the world economy system (Ng, Ye, 
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& Lee, 2011b). The historical root of neoliberalism in China can be traced back to the 

1980s. Guided by state policy, China had attempted to embrace marketization rapidly. 

After the attempt failed in 1989, political scholars argued that China had taken the route 

of neo-conservatism or neo-authoritarianism, partly relying on the economic 

development to maintain its ruling. In the aspect of international trade, neoliberalism 

might assert that trade conflicts are problems to be solved, suggesting that China should 

continue market reform and negotiation under external pressure and be an “enthusiastic 

participant” in the global economy (Pan & Xu, 2015). 

Notably, in terms of the market policy, the left/right contradicting opinions 

occurring in the Chinese media correspond to the cooperation/containment debate in 

the US. Although located in different political systems, the Chinese media and US 

media have proposed similar contradicting interpretations of the trade war. Trade 

protectionism and the left wing in China both value economic sovereignty (Raustiala, 

2003), and the neoliberal trend in both countries value free trade. Similar contradictory 

opinions provide the fundamentals of comparison.  

Lastly, as introduced before, there has been a significant left turn toward 

fundamental socialism, economic conservativism, and nationalism in China since 2013. 

The political science literature has suggested that Chinese President Xi Jinping is 

reversing Hu Jintao’s primary policy of maintaining stability (weiwen; Trevaskes, 

2013). Since Xi Jinping’s presidency coincided with the economic downturn in China, 
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Xi has abandoned gaining legitimacy based on economic achievement and has resorted 

to nationalism to unite the regime (Zhao, 2016). More specifically, Xi is aiming for a 

muscular regional policy and is trying to establish China as a world power, abandoning 

Deng Xiaoping’s strategy to “hide brightness, cherish obscurity” (Economy, 2014). 

A re-framing hypothesis of “news about news.” Finally, the process of “news 

about news” reports is embedded within the re-framing process. The literature has 

shown that the gap between the standpoints of China and overseas media, especially 

western media as represented by the US, has been widening. Drawing from the “news 

about news” practice, this research hypothesized that a framing practice was performed 

by the Global Times to remedy the dissonance of frames when transcribing foreign 

reports for domestic news. This thesis concluded that re-framing was the extension of 

framing to the “news about news” context; when creating reports about other articles, 

journalists select and re-arrange the statements, evidence, and narratives in the original 

reports to promote their preference and result in the change of numbers of framing 

elements. Concluding the literature related to media frames by Chinese and US media, 

this thesis proposed China would choose a hardliner approach in the reporting related 

to trade war, mainly preserve ideological interpretations and containing solutions in re-

framing. Therefore, the following hypotheses were stated: 

H3a. There is a statistically significant difference in the amounts of causal 

interpretation frames before and after reframing. More specifically, Global Times 
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reframed causal interpretations of the US by reducing the economic causal 

interpretations by a larger extent, comparing to ideological causal interpretations. 

H3b. There is a statistically significant difference in the amounts of solution 

recommendation frames before and after reframing. More specifically, Global Times 

reframed solution recommendations to the US by reducing the negotiation as solution 

recommendations by a larger extent, comparing to containing as solution 

recommendations. 

Among the sensitive issues, human-interest issues stand out in Chinese media. 

Being criticized for a series of possible human-interest violation events, Chinese 

governments either have avoided or denied the human-interest issue. Chinese media 

were also found to avoid human-interest issues in reports (Zhou & Mastin, 2014). Such 

a tendency is significantly opposite to western countries’ concern about human-interest 

issues in China.  

Based on this, this study also proposed the following hypothesis: 

H3c. The amounts of human-interest frames in the Global Times is reduced to 

a statistically significant extent after reframing, and the source reports.  

Lastly, in order to the left room of exploratory findings for this thesis, this thesis 

aimed to portray the general linkage between the country specification and the frame 

elements, this thesis proposed: 
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RQ4: What is the pattern of country specification in frame elements before and 

after the re-framing? 

Significance of Research 

This thesis is expected to contribute to both empirical and theoretical aspects of 

the literature on news framing and on the use of propaganda by modern authoritarian 

states. It provides examples of the utilization of foreign media reports as propaganda 

practice in authoritarian states. Existing research on Chinese domestic propaganda has 

examined reports originally produced by the state media. By examining new 

propaganda practices from the most significant mainstream media source reprinting 

foreign media in China (the Global Times), this study provides empirical contributions 

to the current literature on propaganda in authoritarian states (i.e., China, Russia). More 

specifically, this study demonstrates that the Chinese mainstream media apply a 

comprehensive strategy in selecting, tailoring, and reframing information from foreign 

media for propaganda purposes. 

This thesis also develops a new, theoretical perspective toward frame building 

epistemology by showing that reorganizing reports from other media can eventually 

result in the formation of new frames. Unlike the predominant assumption that 

journalists create frames with specific routines and are affected by political and cultural 

contexts, this thesis explores the pattern of tailored and reorganized content in reports 

by the Global Times. Such patterns are usually distinctly different from the source 
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articles from foreign media. Thus, the reframing practice allows media agencies in 

China to take advantage of the facticity belonging to other media sources when 

conveying their ideological views. 

A new perspective of news frame production can contribute to a better 

understanding of the relationship between media, public, and government. More 

specifically, by analyzing news framing in modern authoritarian states, we may gain a 

more detailed image of government propaganda in these states. 
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CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY 

This section introduces content analysis based on clustering as the primary 

research method for this thesis. Various content analysis approaches for framing are 

first discussed, and the clustering analysis approach is proposed as the most suitable 

way of framing research. A coding scheme and the algorithm are then introduced. Lastly, 

this section explains how the coding results were processed to examine the research 

hypothesis. 

Content Analysis as an Approach to News Framing 

Content analysis is the most commonly used approach in media content analysis. 

Content analysis involves the systematic reading of texts, images, and symbolic matter, 

not necessarily from the author’s perspective (Krippendorff, 2013, p. 3). Even though 

the use of content analysis can be traced back to the 17th century, the use of scientific 

content analysis for English media only began between 1935 and 1950 (Seymour & 

Berelson, 1952). Mass production of journalistic content provided content analyses 

with adequate content. 

For research on contents from Chinese media, content analysis is also the ideal 

approach, yet it still needs to be decided whether to use qualitative or quantitative 

approach. The qualitative approach is rooted in literary theory and includes primarily 

rhetorical, discourse and conversation analysis, while the quantitative approach 

provides conclusions based on scientific numbers (Klaus. Krippendorff, 2013, p. 5). It 
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needs to be noticed that all methods of content analysis are ultimately qualitative since 

both qualitative and quantitative methods rely on human interpretation of texts. 

However, quantitative analysis measures the volume of analysis in subjective categories 

(Krippendorff, 2013, p. 6). 

A meta-analysis of China-focused media research showed that, unlike 

quantitative research on media reports around the world, qualitative media research 

made up 49% of content analyses on Chinese media from 2000 to 2010 (Li & Tang, 

2012). Currently, the dominant method used to monitor the changes in the political 

discourse of CCP is discourse analysis. This method looks at works of political 

discourse on communism and textual information from media outlets belonging to the 

party (Kuang & Wei, 2018; Tung, 2018; Yin, 2006). Analyses based on Chinese 

political discourse complement political discourse from the post-soviet period; however, 

such an approach of discourse analysis is constrained by the subjective judgments of 

the researchers. Most comparative researches between China and overseas media were 

also based on discourse analysis (Ge & Wang, 2018; L. Han, 2011) or have compared 

domestic and foreign media with existing news frames (M. Wu, 2006; Yan & Kim, 

2015). There have been few attempts to identify these new frames based on quantitative 

methods. 

 To overcome this shortcoming, this study conducts a framing analysis using 

quantitative examination based on the same code scheme. Based on this premise, both 
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the Global Times and overseas reports are analyzed on the same code scheme of frame 

elements. 

Sampling Procedures 

Regarding the selection of media outlets, it has been noted that several 

mainstream Chinese media outlets provide news about news, including People’s Daily 

and Global Times as well as the RNN. Similar to the purpose of the Global Times, RNN 

is prestigious in China; it gained its name by advocating fidelity in its news transcription 

service. The RNN is also well known for serving as an informant to Chinese leaders, 

providing them and other officials with international news for referencing purposes 

(Pan, 2015).  

Although the informant role of the RNN has become diluted in recent years, it 

has remained the largest newspaper in circulation. However, the compulsory 

requirement that government agencies and enterprises subscribe to the People's Daily 

and the RNN might be the reason for the large circulation numbers. The People’s Daily 

is the official newspaper of the Central Committee of Communist Party in China 

(CCCPC) and is under directly under control of the top of the party. It has been 

considered less assertive in respect of the US than other central media (Stockmann, 

2011), which may result in it's not presenting stronger and more assertive viewpoints 

under the topic of nationalism for this thesis to analyze.  
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In comparison, the Global Times was far more assertive in provoking 

nationalistic emotions in the public (Taofu & Lijuan, 2014). In addition, the reduced 

marketization of the People’s Daily and Reference News also means they are less 

circulated among the domestic audience. Governments and enterprises mainly 

subscribe to the People’s Daily and RNN as a requirement of Chinese political culture, 

not for reading purposes. After reviewing the circulation status and content features of 

these publications, we chose the Global Times as the research object of this thesis. 

The Global Times consists of 16 sections, which is expanded to 24 sections on 

Fridays. Among the sections that cover different types of news, the section “Focusing 

on China” was designed to post news from overseas media that covers information 

about China exclusively. The format of most articles in “Focusing on China” is the same: 

each article corresponds to one news report drawn from overseas media. Each article 

begins with a title written by the Global Times, usually in the third-person (e.g., “The 

U.S. media reported most Americans support China”). The contents of the article 

describe (what appears to be) the overseas coverage. 

The format of the “Focusing about China” section is representative among 

“news about news” sections set up by other central media in China. Considering the 

representativeness of the “Focusing on China” section in studying the “news about 

news” phenomenon and the leading role of the Global Times in promoting populist 

nationalism in China, we chose to use the “Focusing on China” articles in the Global 

Times as the sampling range for this study. 
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This thesis choice to use the U.S.–China trade conflict as a case study. “Trade 

war” or “trade conflict” are both common expressions used to describe the U.S.–China 

trade conflict. I searched for the terms “trade war” and “trade conflict” in the Global 

Times database. Related news reports from March 26, 2018 (President Donald Trump 

relied on Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 to ask the United States Trade 

Representative (USTR) to investigate applying tariffs to $50 to $60 billion dollars’ 

worth of Chinese goods) to December 1, 2018 (The planned increases in tariffs were 

postponed) were collected. Several key announcements regarding the U.S. tariff 

decisions and China’s responses took place between this period: the United States 

announced the imposition of tariffs on Chinese products on March 22 and May 29, 

while China responded with similar action on April 4. 

A total of 120 articles from the “Focusing on China” section were collected. 

Each article corresponded to one foreign news article. Therefore, 120 foreign reports 

were collected accordingly, making the sum of samples 240.  

Code Scheme Formation 

Attribution of responsibility (Yang, 2002), conflict (DeVreese, Peter, & 

Semetko, 2001), human interest, economic consequence, and morality (Holli Semetko, 

Valkenburg, & Semetko, 1993) were selected as the taxonomy of framing devices for 

the related news based on earlier foundational research about news framing related to 

international news and international conflicts. The code scheme was mainly referred to 

the well-known four-category taxonomy of causal interpretation, problem definition, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariff
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treatment recommendation, and moral evaluation proposed by Entman (1993). Several 

types of research, including the cluster analyses, were referred to Entman’s 

classification method since these are the general standards (Bowe, 2018; Holli Semetko, 

Valkenburg, & Semetko, 1993). This thesis also added two more dimensions for the 

assessment of meaning package in the articles-human interest and conflict frame. 

Human interest frame complemented the Entman’s four dimensions of the incident by 

pay specific attention to human interest concern. Thought it is reasonable to doubt 

whether the human impact of an international event is a part of the consequence frame 

in interpreting news incidents (Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 1992). This thesis still treated 

the human interest as a unique focus on the discursive battle between the Chinese 

political discourse and west since Chinese government holds the value the human 

interest should yield to the development and sovereign of the nation (Baker, 2002). 

Including human rights can help the cluster analysis to identify the unique 

contradictions between Chinees and western political discourses.  

Another commonly occurred generic frame is the conflict frame. Conflict frame 

emerged in the analysis of the US two-party system (Aalberg, Strömbäck, & De Vreese, 

2012). Unlike the taxonomies from Entman based on the conventional logic of news 

event, the conflict frame emphasized the sensational nature of news incident involving 

two parties. Conflict frame exposure might lead to a series of behavior outcome in 

political participation and social media use (1993; Camaj, 2010; Valenzuela, Piña, & 

Ramírez, 2017). I argued that assessing how much the stories were covered in the 
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manner of the one-on-one game would benefit the interpretation of political discourse 

of China. It should be noted that Chinese political discourse towards the west has been 

shifting drastically after the reform and opening up with a series of political incidents 

(Raska, 2015; J. Wang & Wang, 2014; Winfield & Peng, 2005). In sum, this thesis 

added conflict and human interest frame as two additional dimensions to address the 

contextual uniqueness of China-US trade disputes. 

Consequence frame. 

The Global Times and the overseas press reported the effect of the trade war 

mainly by covering impacts on the national economy and industries. This made a 

consequence frame adaptable to the framing research (Holland & Sam, 2019; Romans, 

2019). A consequence frames especially an economic consequence frame, is the 

framing of a report on an event or issue in terms of the economic impact on an 

individual, institution, region, or country (Semetko, Valkenburg, & Semetko, 1993; 

Keeter, Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 2006). Such frames reflect the dominant social values 

of capitalism and emphasized the profit and loss of an event (Neuman et al., 1992, p. 

51). 

Causal attribution frame. 

Media reports of causes are another focus of the trade war. These pieces usually 

attempt to answer the question of “Who started the trade war?” Reasons include China’s 

disobeying of market rules (Friedman, 2019) and Trump’s desire to contain China’s 

development (Cottle, 2019). Causal attribution refers to attributing responsibility of 
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controversy, the success or failure of outcomes, or the risk of a particular event, to 

certain actors (Bowe, 2018; Entman, 1993). This frame of causal attribution has been 

adopted for analyses of climate change (Bowe, Oshita, Terracina-Hartman, & Chao, 

2014) and politics (Holli Semetko et al., 1993). 

Moral evaluation frame. 

A large number of reports have accused President Donald Trump of starting a 

trade war as an immoral move to improve his fame and election while hurting the 

interests of civilian (Yue, 2019). A moral evaluation frame refers to the human values 

that are embedded in reports that evaluate an event or conflict in the context of moral 

prescriptions (Neuman et al., 1992, p. 50). Due to the limitations of professional norms, 

journalists can implicitly refer to the actor whom they consider to have the moral high 

ground through quotations or indexes (Semetko et al., 1993). However, in China, 

editorial content and news reporting are sometimes mixed in journalistic production 

and are difficult to distinguish. Conducting a comparative analysis can expose such 

differences in reporting on the trade war. 

Treatment/solution recommendation frame. 

With negotiations ongoing between China and the United States, many 

commentators have commented on the most realistic solutions for the trade war 

between China and the United States. A treatment/solution recommendation frame 

suggests a remedy or a solution to a problematic situation (Matthes & Kohring, 2008). 

Although each treatment is considered as a policy solution corresponding to the 
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problem definition frame in the context of U.S. domestic politics (Sparrow, 2013), the 

treatment recommendation frame can also be applied in the context of international 

relations. For example, constructivists and materialists might prefer a different 

approach to understanding and solving international conflicts (Wednt, 1992). 

Conflict frame. 

Several reports treat trade as a strategic conflict between China and the United 

States (Nasher, 2019). Trade conflicts emphasize the conflicts between countries, 

politicians, political parties, groups, and individuals. More specifically, the conflict 

frame tells a story from both sides and has an impulse to pit these sides against each 

other using a “horse-race” narrative (Neuman et al., 1992, p. 58). Journalistic research 

concluded that reporting the politics like a horse race game in two-party politics will 

result in the cynicism and distrust to the political leaders among citizens (Camaj, 2010). 

Conflict frame in an international accident served the role of decreased the intention of 

news sharing  (Valenzuela et al., 2017).  

This frame was firstly proposed by Neuman et al. (1992) in the U.S. context and 

by Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) in the European context. Both have also identified 

a tendency in political reporting: journalists tend to simplify the process of political 

negotiation and interactions involving conflict. This thesis examines whether the 

manifestation of conflict frames reduces the amount of more specific analyses in 

reporting on the trade war. 

Human interest frame. 
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Past reports have also paid attention to how civilians lives are being affected by 

increased tariffs and other measures (Swanson, 2019). They have used human faces and 

emotional angles to personalize events with affection (Entman, 1993; Semetko et al., 

1993). Features that focuses on the impact of the rising living cost of ordinary people 

are a typical example of using the human interest frame in reporting on the trade war. 

Human interests were often collectively considered with the four dimensions of framing 

in recent research about international conflict (Yang, 2002) and international economic 

dispute (Zhou & Mastin, 2014) 

This thesis is based on content analysis, but forming a coding scheme based on 

the five frequently-used framing elements (casual interpretation, consequence, conflict, 

moral evaluation, solution recommendation) does not provide enough detail. Based on 

the previous literature review of China and overseas reports, there are reporting patterns 

that underlie the framing elements, influenced by the features of international reporting, 

political factors, and journalistic practices. Because previous literature suggests that 

international reporting made by China would likely be more China-focused, every 

frame element is divided into two subgroups: China-focused and U.S.-focused (if the 

subject of the report is China or the United States). 

Based on the literature review regarding the overseas media framing of China 

and Chinese media’s framing of overseas, this thesis divided casual interpretations into 

two categories: ideological, putting national interest and ideology first, and economical, 

highlighting economic relations and the value of globalization. The ideological trend 
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interprets the international trade conflicts at the national level, such as the hegemonic 

attempt on suppressing another country, whereas the economic approach looks at 

specific economic disputes in the world trade system. 

Similarly, a conflictive/cooperative divergence was also set for the solution 

framing element. The conflictive approach tends to offer solutions that are aimed at 

striking the other side but cause damage to the interest; the cooperative approach is 

more in favor of compromise and negotiation. In sum, ideological/economic divergence 

and conflictive/cooperative divergence were separated for the causal interpretation and 

solution recommendation. 

It should be noted that news reports on the economic conflicts between nations 

will usually cover the political impacts (including the leadership, political power 

distribution, and public opinion) and the economic influences (including industrial 

impacts, financial markets, and civilian lives). Therefore, the previous frame of 

economic consequence (Keeter et al., 2006) was extended here as an economic 

consequence frame and political consequence frame. 

Based on the above reasoning, the coding scheme was defined as follows: 

Coding scheme (Question 1-4 are single variables, Question 5 is a composite variable) 

1. Is the article news-based, or is it an editorial article? 

a. News 

b. Editorial 

2. Which country is at the center of the article? 
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a. Mainly China 

b. Mainly the United States 

c. It primarily discusses the bilateral relationship between China and the 

United States 

d. A third nation, but a traditional U.S. ally (Canada, Western Europe, 

Japan, etc.) 

e. A third nation, but not a traditional U.S. ally 

3. What is the valance of news reporting? 

a. Overall positive 

b. Overall negative 

c. Neutral 

4. Is the article mainly about the political leaders of China and the United States? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

5. Based on the statements in the article, calculate the numbers of framing 

elements in each article. 

 

Table 1. Coding Scheme 

Frame element Sub-category (if 
applicable) 

Sample of 
statements 

Country 
specification (if 
applicable) 
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Judgmental 

headline 

Whether the 
presence of 
judgmental words 
in the title is 
strong (2), mild 
(1) or none(0) 

Strongly 
judgmental: 

“The fall of the 

United States’ 

century.” 

N/A 

Casual 

interpretation 

  

Containing, 
sanction, and 
punishment 

“Ending of the 

trade war needs 
comprise-not 
only in trade, but 
in economic 
strategy.” 

Solution for 

China 

Solution for the 
United States 

Engagement, 
globalization, and 
multilateralism 

“According to 

the opinion of 
this citizen, this 
time, China has 
the power to 
fight against the 
West.”  

Solution for 

China 

Solution for the 
United States 

Moral evaluation China’s action is 

more lawful 
“China is the land 

that failed to fail.” 
N/A 

United States’ 

action is more 
lawful 

“A timely 

response to 
China’s 

intellectual theft.” 

N/A 

Consequences 

 

Political 

(national 
authorities) 

“China will 

become the only 
winner of the trade 
war . . . Donald 
Trump’s policy 

ensures ‘making 

China great 
again.’” 

Consequences of 
the trade war to 
China 

Consequences of 
the trade war to the 
United States 
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Economic 
(industries) 

“Donald Trump’s 

tariff is stealing 
the decoration 
lights for 
Christmas.” 

Consequences of 
the trade war to 
China 

Consequences of 
the trade war to 
the United States 

Human impact N/A “The farmers in 

the US will have a 
hard time.” 

The trade war 
impacts human 
interest in China 

The trade war 
impacts human 
interest in the 
United States 

Conflict frame N/A “Trade policy 
group from 
Washington is 
planning to use 
the strategy that 
has been applied 
to Japan.” 

N/A 

 

Clustering in Frame Identification 

As discussed in the literature review, current framing analyses based on the 

existing list of news frames have many limitations. To overcome the shortcomings of 

the traditional coding method, the cluster analysis has gained popularity in academia in 

recent years as a method of identifying frames (Bowe, 2018; Burscher, Vliegenthart, & 

Vreese, 2016; David, Atun, Fille, & Monterola, 2011; Wilke & Achatzi, 2011). Cluster 

analysis is especially suitable for dealing with non-linear data and multi-dimensional 

data. Since each article is coded as a value with nine dimensions, it would be unrealistic 
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to assess them linearly. Besides, cluster analysis categorizes the values into groups 

based on the distances between the groups, which is also consistent with the nature of 

framing: the discourses used by different political ideologies are quite distinct from one 

another. 

Cluster analysis usually requires the coder to mark down the elements of frames 

in the article first and then form clusters using clustering algorithms. This method has 

been critiqued for relying too much on manifest contents (Scheufele & Scheufele, 2009). 

Scholars have also debated which algorithm to use when using cluster analysis to 

identify news frames (Metag, Donk, Kohring, & Marcinkowski, 2012). 

Most framing research has used Ward’s method as the algorithm to determine 

the clusters (Bowe, 2018; Bowe & Hoewe, 2016; Liu & Hao, 2014), while alternative 

measures have been proposed by the other researchers, including using the K-means 

algorithm to determine the distance between clusters (Burscher et al., 2016). However, 

overall, Ward’s method showed its value as an exploratory method to identify news 

frames, especially in analyzing materials from a specific event or context. Hierarchical 

clustering, based on agglomerative logic that treats each object as a single cluster at the 

beginning of the clustering process, is currently most commonly used clustering 

technique in news framing research (David et al., 2011; Jones & Song, 2014). 

The coding of framing elements in articles is also known as “instance-based” 

coding. This type of coding has been adapted for the analysis of the reframing process 
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of official sources by American domestic media. This coding method is useful for 

identifying multiple statements of framing in one article (Speer, 2017). 

Another advantage of instance-based coding is that it can better spot a change 

in the amount of content manipulation compared to article-based coding. This type of 

coding method is especially useful when the Global Times quotes contents from foreign 

media; even though the topic of the article does not change, assuming that the Global 

Times highlights ideologically similar statements by increasing the number of times 

they appear in the articles, the instance-based coding method can spot it. This thesis 

refined the coding scheme based on the specific content found in news articles. 

Two postgraduate students undertook the task of coding. Fifteen percent of the 

articles were coded by both coders to ensure reliability. Krippendorf’s α assessed 

intercoder reliability. The α value was .697, which was recognized as acceptable but 

not satisfactory (Krippendorff, 2004). Such a result might be due to differences in the 

coder interpretation of the detailed coding scheme. 

Analysis 

Media affiliations of countries, country specifications, and news valence were 

coded and presented as a frequency list and a bar chart for H1a, H1b, and H1c. Cluster 

analysis based on Ward’s method was conducted to determine frames based on clusters 

of frame elements for RQ2. 

Ward’s method first combines closest cases, and then combines clusters 

clustered by the first step, and so on. The method starts initially treats each object in the 
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group as a single cluster. Then, the two clusters with the minimum increase in the 

overall sum of squares within cluster distance are combined. The outcome of Ward’s 

method are groups of mutually exclusive subsets determined by similarity (Ward, 1963). 

Distance is based on squared Euclidean distance. 

 

 

Figure 1. Illustration of measuring squared Euclidean distance using Ward’s 

method. Clusters A and B will be combined if the squared Euclidean distance to all 

vertices of the new centroid is the smallest. 

The total number of clusters was determined by observing the process of cluster 

forming. As explained above, the closest cases were combined first. Hence, the total 

number of clusters was reduced as the agglomeration evolves. The distance coefficient 

of each evolving stage was recorded. If there was a sudden jump (gap) in the distance 

coefficient, it was interpreted as an indicator of a proper clustering solution. Since the 

gap of values between the distance coefficient indicates the current clustering solution 

provided the clearly distinguished the clusters than other solutions, and adding the next 

cluster would have contributed little to distinguishing the clusters. 
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For H3a, H3b, and H3c, pair-wise t-tests were first conducted to examine 

whether there was a statistically significant difference in the numbers of framing 

elements presented in the Global Times and overseas reports. Secondly, the percentage 

of reduction of the numbers of framing elements categorized by China-focused or US-

focused were calculated. For RQ4, a crosstabulation of the change in country 

specifications of all framing elements was conducted. 
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CHAPTER 4: RESULTS 

Overall, this thesis found 795 instances for 120 source articles and 477 instances 

of framing for 120 Global Times reports. All instances of framing went through 

frequency counts of media agency affiliations and country affiliations. The coding 

results of framing elements from Global Times and source reports were clustered 

separately, four frames- two for reports on Global Times and two for reports on sources- 

were generated. Lastly, one-on-one comparisons of each framing element based on the 

classification of country focus were conducted. 

Selection of Foreign Reports 

The selection of overseas reports reflects the preference and focus of the Global 

Times’ reporting on the trade war. From a national/regional perspective, as shown in 

Figure 2, 61 of the foreign reports were referring to media agencies located in the United 

States, making up 48.9% of the total reports. The second and third countries with most 

sources were agencies in Hong Kong and Singapore, namely 12 articles (10%) and eight 

articles (6.7%), meaning that H1a is supported. Generally, the mainstream media in the 

United States and Asia are the sources preferred by Global Times. Selecting Asian 

media is another significant feature. This might be due to the foreign policies of China 

has been shifted to Asian neighbors in the trade war. 
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Figure 2. Nationality of the sources used in the “Focusing on China” section of 

the Global Times. 

 

Figure 3. Agency affiliation of the sources used in the “Focusing on China” 

section of the Global Times. 
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Secondly, articles covering China (52; 43.3%), the United States (42; 30.8%) 

and the bilateral relationship between the two (17; 14.2%), make up the majority of all 

reports (88.3%). This is not surprising as China and the United States are the primary 

players in the trade war. In the rest of the articles (9; 64.2%) covered stories related to 

traditional U.S. allies, supporting H1b, which showed that China had turned its focus 

to gathering support from U.S. security partners. 

Thirdly, it is worth mentioning that the articles covering news about the China 

were mainly negative in overall valence, while a large percentage of Chinese news on 

Global Times is positive in valence. This finding was supported by a Chi-square test, 

showing that the interaction between the central country and the news valences was 

statistically significant (n = 120, df = 8, p<0.05) on the reports from Global Times, 

supporting H1c. 

A general picture of the reporting can also be acquired from the descriptive 

analysis of the content type, country focus, and valance of articles. Editorial content, or 

opinion articles, refer to the new articles that are more subjective than articles covering 

news events. Editorial content is meant to provide readers with expert opinions about 

salient issues (Gerbner, 1964). Descriptive analysis showed that among all the sampled 

articles, 29 (24.2%) of the articles were news reports, and 91 (75.8%) of the articles 

were editorial pieces. This indicates that the Global Times is more in favor of 

reproducing editorial content to convey expert opinions. 
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Frames Formed by Clusters 

To understand the concept of frames in the news, I conducted a cluster analysis 

of the framing elements of the Global Times reports and source reports. Two cluster 

analyses of the framing instances were conducted to identify the cluster framing 

statements and understand the general pattern of news reproduction using Ward’s 

method (Ward, 1963). Combining the number of frame elements focused on China and 

the United States, two clusters for the Global Times reports were generated using 

Ward’s method (as can be seen in Figure 4).  

After determining clustering, ANOVA analyses were conducted to determine 

whether there was a significant mean value difference of the frame elements between 

the clusters: casual interpretation: ideology (F(1,119) = 13.273, p<.05); solution 

recommendation: negotiation (F(1,119) = 6.245, p<.05); political consequence (F(1,119) 

= 10.893, p<.05); economic consequence (F(1,119) = 474.326, p<.05); moral 

evaluation (F(1,119) = 9.755, p<.05); conflict (F(1,119) = 9.129, p<.05). The mean 

value frame elements with significant differences were selected as the indicators of a 

new frame constructed by frame elements. 

 

Figure 4. The dendrogram of Ward’s cluster analysis for the Global Times’ 

reports. 



70 

 

 

Table 2. Re-formed Agglomeration Table for the Global Times 

No. of clusters Agglomeration 

last step 

Coefficient 

this step 

Change 

2 925.925 529.302 396.623 

3 579.302 507.422 71.880 

4 507.422 442.410 65.012 

5 442.410 392.405 50.005 

 

Table 3. Crosstabulation of Frame Elements and the Cluster Membership 

Mean of framing element Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Country focus: 
The United States 

Country focus: 
China 

Casual interpretation: 
Ideology 

.192 .838 60 2 

Solution 
recommendation: 
Negotiation 

.115 .471 18 8 

Political consequence .115 .691 17 27 

Economic consequence 3.385 .147 10 65 

Moral evaluation .212 .721 3 26 

Conflict .019 .353 N/A N/A 
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Two frames from the Global Times were listed as: 

Special features of economic effects.  

The number of economic consequence frames in Cluster 1 outnumbered those 

in Cluster 2. Considering the majority of economic consequence frames are related to 

China, we concluded that Cluster 1 contains special features that introduce the effects 

of economic consequences to China. Few other framing devices were involved in this 

frame. Samples of such kind of reports can also be easily found on the samples list, 

Appendix A. This type of reports act as the positive information for domestic audiences, 

such as “ the exports center handled the trade war with stable performance (Article 18), 

“Chinese faced the trade war on soybeans with confidence” (Article 41). Such reports 

mainly showed China is capable of bracing the conflict from the US’s tariffs and 

investigation, while also emphasizing the confidence of China to develop at its own 

pace. 

The “China proposal” to the U.S.-started problem.  

The second cluster suggests that the United States is the cause of the trade war 

due to ideological concerns, and the best solution also comes from the United States’ 

decision to negotiate. This cluster also paid attention to the political consequences in 

China. Lastly, this cluster emphasized that China is morally advantaged. I concluded 

this frame is the common term “China proposal” (zhong guo fang an), developed in 

recent years to solve international trade recession or territorial disputes. For example, 
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the China proposal for the reform of the WTO suggests that there is a threat of trade 

protectionism (from the United States). China will faithfully defend the multilateral 

trade mechanism by providing the WTO with a reform proposal (Bloomberg News, 

2019). The China proposal suggests solving the international conflict through 

negotiation, respecting the sovereignty of each nation, expressed anti-United States 

hegemony, and praises China’s value in solving the trade dispute. Typical examples 

include “without China, there is no multilateral trade” (Article 30) and “European 

media: to deal with the trade war, Europe can learn from China” (Article 80). 

Similarly, two frames were detected in the analysis of the source reports using 

the clustering algorithm based on Ward’s method. After determining clustering, 

ANOVA analyses were conducted to determine whether there was a significant mean 

value difference of frame elements between the clusters: human interest (F(1,119) = 

10.859, p<.05); moral evaluation (F(1,119) = 7.653, p<.05); economic consequence 

(F(1,119) = 164.809, p<.05); solution recommendation: containing (F(1,119) = 4.104, 

p<.05); causal interpretation: ideology (F(1,119) = 6.613, p<.05); (conflict 

F(1,119)=9.129, p<.05). The mean value frame elements with significant differences 

were selected as the indicators of a new frame constructed by frame elements. 
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Figure 5. The dendrogram of Ward’s cluster analysis for the overseas reports. 

 

Table 4. Re-formed Agglomeration Table for the Overseas Reports 

No. of clusters Agglomeration 

last step 

Coefficient 

this step 

Change 

2 2211.042 1484.708 726.334 

3 1484.708 1214.813 269.895 

4 1214.813 1104.919 109.804 

5 1104.919 1014.164 90.054 

 

Table 5. Crosstabulation of Frame Elements and the Cluster Membership for the 

Overseas Reports 

Mean of framing 
element 

Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Country focus: 

The United States 

Country focus: 
China 

Human interest .042 .479 18 8 

Moral evaluation .569 .104 12 32 

Economic 
consequence 

.763 5.667 140 139 
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Solution: 
Containing 

.597 .208 21 28 

Casual 
interpretation: 
Ideology 

1.097 .479 70 25 

 

As in the cluster analysis of the Global Times’ reports, the two clusters were 

generated respecting the result. 

Mutual retaliation in Thucydides’ trap. 

The first cluster consisted of three framing elements: moral evaluation, solution 

recommendation, and ideological causal interpretation. Surprisingly, the overseas 

media suggested that the United States was at a moral disadvantage and admitted that 

the trade war was due more to the ideological bias of the United States. However, 

solutions to the trade war still recommended that both countries approach the conflict 

head-on. Such viewpoints can be found in recent commentaries and editorial content 

from the United States, represented by the term “Thucydides’ trap”, describing the 

phenomena of rising power and an established dominant power almost always breaking 

into conflict (Allison, 2015). These commentaries suggest that even though President 

Trump’s character played the vital role in causing the trade war, contention between 

China and the United States was evitable, and a new Cold War is approaching (Okuda, 
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2016). Examples could be “US’s cold-war judgment towards China is completely 

wrong” (Article 62) and “potential security risks of US-China decoupling” (Article 87). 

Civilian’s pain as economic consequences. 

Cluster 2 was made up of the human interest and economic consequences 

frame elements. This cluster focuses on the impact of the trade war on industries and 

civilian’s lives. After the tariffs were imposed, American media mentioned that the 

standard of living of farmers was affected because their sales to China were affected 

(Daniel Bases, 2019). Examples include “US-China trade war irritated the US 

farmers” (Article 120) and “US patients and becoming the losers of the trade war to 

China” (Article 113). 

Variation of Frames in the Reframing Process 

To examine H3a, b, and c, pair-wise t-test analyses were first conducted to 

measure the differences between the types of news frame elements manifested in 

foreign sources and those presented by the Global Times. These analyses revealed that 

the number of framing elements was mostly not inherited from the original articles. 

Instead, there were statistically significant differences in the number of times each type 

of frame was used. Results can be seen in Table 6. 

This thesis also coded each frame element is United States-focused or China-

focused. The purpose of determining whether the country specification of framing 

element has changed. 
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Table 6. Results for Pair-wise t-tests Analysis 

Frame element Number of 

articles where 

frames occurred 

Mean value 

of framing 

instances: 

Global Times 

Mean value 

of framing 

instances: 

Sources 

t value of 

pair-wise t-

test 

Casual 

interpretation: 

Ideology 

68 .985 1.500 -2.276** 

Casual 

interpretation: 

Economy 

44 .432 1.455 -4.301*** 

Solution 

recommendation: 

Containing  

32 .563 1.656 -3.085*** 

Solution 

recommendation: 

Negotiation 

42 .905 1.500 -1.894* 

Political 

consequence 
39 1.359 1.385 -.086 

(n.s.) 

Economic 

consequence 
84 2.214 3.893 -5.050*** 

Moral evaluation 45 1.333 1.022 1.163 

(n.s.) 

Human interest 12 .846 2.000 -3.248*** 

Conflict 40 .625 1.500 -3.855*** 

                     Note: *significant values p < .05; ** p < .01; *** p < .001. 
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Table 7. Variation of Frame Elements with Country Focus  

Frame element GT: 

United 

States 

focused 

GT: 

China 

focused 

Source: 

United States 

focused 

Source: 

China 

focused 

Variation: 

United States 

Variation: 

China 

Casual 

interpretation: 

Ideology 

60 2 70 25 -14.3% -92% 

Casual 

interpretation: 

Economy 

14 3 23 40 -39.1% -92.5% 

Solution 

recommendation

: Containing  

5 12 21 28 -76.2% -57.1% 

Solution 

recommendation

: Negotiation 

18 8 38 22 -52.6% -63.6% 

Political 

consequence 
17 27 19 28 -10.5% -3.6% 

Economic 

consequence 
10 65 140 139 -28.6% -53.2% 

Moral 

evaluation 
3 26 12 32 -75% -18.8% 

Human interest 8 3 18 8 -55.6% -62.5% 

 

Pair-wise t-tests showed that the Global Times had tailored the number of 

framing elements for (1) containing as solution recommendation (2) negotiation as 

solution recommendation (3) ideological as causal interpretation (4) economics as 

casual interpretation reduced them to a statistically significant extent. More specifically, 
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the percentage of reduction for ideological reasons is less than the reduction for 

economic reasons in the causal interpretation of the US in the Global Times reports 

(14.3%-39.1%), supporting H3a. The reduction of elements for containing solution did 

not outnumber the negotiation solution in solution recommendations of the US(52.6%-

76.2%), H3b is not supported. Non-significant results were found for the t-tests for 

moral evaluation and political consequences, indicating that the Global Times mostly 

preserved these two original aspects. Statistically significant differences were found for 

human interest frames before and after reframing, H3c is supported. 

In answer to RQ4, most of the moral evaluation frames in the original articles 

promoted the moral stance of China (34) instead of the United States (12), showing that 

frames consistent with China’s self-interest are more likely to be preserved. This is 

consistent with similar research about moral evaluation in Chinese reports (Nossek, 

2004). Frames addressing political consequence in source articles were more balanced 

in nationality (China: 24; US: 30).  

Results of the variation analysis provided complementary findings to the 

previous tests. They showed that the Global Times mainly omitted the role of China in 

both economic and ideological casual interpretations of the trade war. Specifically, 

China’s intellectual property theft and unbalance competition were regarded as causes 

of the trade war in the source articles, while in the Global Times reports, such parts 

were almost entirely omitted. 
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Another important finding is that, when mentioning responses to the trade war, 

the Global Times seemed more likely to preserve opinions that presented China as a 

“hardliner” (reduction for framing element of containing as solution: China: 57.1% - 

US: 76.2%). The finding supports previous literature that suggests that the Global Times 

is one of the most nationalistic newspapers in China. 
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CHAPTER 5: DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis provided a quantitative analysis of reports from the “Focusing on 

China” section of the Global Times and its source articles. The findings provided insight 

into three aspects: the news valence transformation and the selection standard of the 

Global Times “news about news” reports, the frames used when reporting on 

international trade conflict, and reframing as a propaganda method. A discussion about 

the limitations of the current research and the direction of future research into reframing 

is provided. 

Summary of findings.  

This thesis shed light on the current mainstream paradigm of journalism 

research through the concept of reframing. The research was done by separating 

Chinese news that specifically reproduced overseas reports from other journalistic 

practices of media sourcing and translation and proposed that such practice should bear 

a new definition: “news about news.” Based on the literature related to China politics 

and propaganda, I argued that “news about news” is the new way for the CCP to mold 

domestic support and maintain its legitimacy. News frames reflected the current 

political discourse of China attempting to generate its own narrative in international 

politics, claiming that China’s peaceful rise and cooperation effort is capable of solving 

the trouble to the world economy caused by U.S. isolationism. 
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In comparison, media that Global Times sourced suggested that China and the 

United States had fallen into a Thucydides’ trap. News frames in this content reflected 

the political discourse at play in the CCP. Most importantly, the Global Times was not 

influenced by the stance of media it sourced. The Global Times used a systematic 

procedure proposed as “reframing” to remove sensitive frame elements from sources 

and alter the wording to fulfill the demands of both domestic audiences and the CCP. 

Contributions 

Adoption of foreign reports as part of the Chinese media strategy. Firstly, 

this thesis described the phenomenon of “news about news” occurred in recent Chinese 

mainstream media and the practice of re-framing. As mentioned earlier, “news about 

news” and re-framing are two closely related concepts derived in the background of 

authoritarian strategic propaganda. “News about the news” are the manifested news 

contents as a result of re-framing practice. As the concept of re-framing refers to how 

journalists in authoritarian regimes, no matter out of the profit or administrative 

requirements, produced the news reports similar to translated news of foreign reports. 

The production process of re-framing could be categorized as a new form of subjective 

political propaganda. In the other aspect, “news about news” in this article goes beyond 

the previous conventional impression of overseas news synthesis. This phenomenon is 

situated between news sources as evidence and translation of an entire article. I 

proposed that “news about news” in this study are the overseas reports altered in 
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valence and to select sources that are consistent with the national policy. 

Methodologically, framing analysis is the major way to understand the differences 

between “news about news” and source articles. While the comparison of the variations 

of framing  

Some scholars may argue that the idea that the news media serve as “gate-

keepers” between domestic and foreign information is not new. For example, the 

concept of “domestication” stated that journalists filtered certain information when 

reproducing news (Berkowitz & Nossek, 2001). However, the researchers who 

analyzed the domestication of news had a cultural perspective and treated the 

domesticating of news as mainly affected by the cultural proximity of journalists to the 

news (Nossek & Berkowitz, 2006). This thesis provides politically driven news 

domestication as a contribution to the current discussion of news domestication. 

 This thesis also clarified some of the myths about the standard of politically 

driven foreign news reports in China. Previous research proposed foreign news in China 

can be divided into two categories, unsanctioned (China is not involved in the reporting) 

and sanctioned (China is involved), and proposed that the unsanctioned category might 

be more negative toward the United States (Stockmann, 2011). 

This thesis complements the previous discussion by analyzing the case of the 

trade war, showing that for a sanctioned event (the trade war), there is also a detailed 

analyzing framework. The news reports were treated differently when being sourced 

due to the news type, country affiliation of the media and the countries at the center of 
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the media stories were different. Global Time strategically engaged the editorial 

contents from the well-known media that are located in the US, the opponent of a trade 

war in China, to create an echo chamber consisting of party-favorable opinions. 

This thesis showed that the Global Times is also aware of the lack of credibility 

of party media compared to international news agencies. Authorities strategically 

separated the selection standards for news sources and news stories. The countries at 

the center of the news stories also reflected China’s foreign policy focus, supporting 

the previous research about the foreign policy of China and media focus (Song & Chang, 

2016; Wang & Wang, 2014). 

Synthesizing all the findings, this thesis shed light on the development of 

China’s strategy to mold public opinion. It is no secret that Chinese media selectively 

conceal facts and present information that favors the central party. The findings of this 

thesis extended the current finding and showed that CCP has adapted to the highly-

connected information environment where it is impossible to filter all ideologically 

hostile information. In the other way around, the party media applied a more 

sophisticated strategy, re-framing, to manipulate the information that were presented. 

A reciprocal relationship between China’s new political discourse and news 

frames. The analysis also provided a framing perspective of the Global Times’ media 

agenda in reports. The agglomerated coding results presented frames that were 

consistent with the official discourse about the trade war from the central party. 

Evidence of such consistency can be found in a statement from an official news release 
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outlet from China’s Xinhua News. On June 2, 2019, the Xinhua agency released a 

statement by China’s State Council Information Office in response to the United States’ 

increase in tariffs. “China's Position on the China-US Economic and Trade 

Consultations” emphasized three claims. First, Xinhua cited Cold War adversary 

thinking of the United States as the reason for the trade war: 

The current US administration has adopted a series of unilateral and 

protectionist measures, regularly wielded tariffs as a “big stick” and coerced 

other countries into accepting its demands. (Xinhua, 2019, p. 14) 

The US has backtracked on its commitments in the China-US economic and 

trade consultations. (Xinhua, 2019, p. 4) 

In addition, China is appealing for negotiation as the solution for the trade war.. 

As the news release suggests, “China is committed to credible consultations based on 

equality and mutual benefit . . . Consultations should be based on mutual respect, 

equality, and mutual benefit” (Xinhua, 2019, p. 14). 

Lastly, the political and economic consequences to China and the United States 

were emphasized in the reports (Xinhua, 2019, p. 20). A new release stated, “The US 

trade bullying has done severe harm to the American economy . . . US trade bullying 

also undermined the authority of multilateral trade relations, damaged the economic 

growth and the supply chain.” 

It can be noted that the frame elements that were salient in the cluster analysis 

also appear exclusively in official statements by the Chinese government (causal 
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interpretation: ideology and solution by negotiation). This shows that the Global Times 

reports reflect the focus of political discourse in China, supporting previous research 

about how Chinese foreign policy reports are compiled at the direction of the 

government (Wang & Wang, 2014; Winfield & Peng, 2005; Zhao, 1998) 

In comparison, the foreign reports that the Global Times sources seem to suggest 

that China and the United States continue decoupling. Even though the sample of 

overseas articles was retracted in the Global Times’ reports, it is serendipitous that the 

Global Times did not choose media reports that match the ideological position of 

Chinese mainstream media. Media that support China or are sponsored by China did 

remain active in the world media field. For example, the RT (previously Russia Today) 

is also more critical of the United States and the American media, especially of the 

credit crisis in the United States in recent years (Rawnsley, 2015). However, the Global 

Times still chooses to use reports from media agencies that seem less than friendly to 

China. 

It should be noted that the agglomerative frames found in the cluster analysis 

show that China suggested solving trade conflicts with negotiations, while the number 

of articles mentioning containment as a solution still outnumbered those mentioning 

negotiation in the test of H3a. How did this inconsistency occur? This thesis tended to 

follow the argument proposed by Chinese journalism scholars that the routine of 

reporting of Global Times is the outcome of the isolated media environment of China 

since it is under the “triple pressure” of party requirements, the media market, and 
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media professionalism (Yu, 2013). The divergence of frames and framing elements is 

probably the trade-off under this pressure. On the one hand, the narratives and opinions 

manifested in the content highlight China’s tough stance; on the other, the logic and 

narrative must follow the official discourse. This thesis has thus provided empirical 

evidence of the triple pressure proposition.  

This thesis also reflected the strategic turn of political discourse in China. Many 

qualitative works in political science have argued how the current president, Xi Jinping, 

has centralized the power and taken measures in economic, military, diplomacy, and 

ideological aspect to shape China as a challenger to US-led world order (Creemers, 

2017; Lee, 2017; Zhao, 2016). From this framing analysis in the case of the trade war, 

China has mostly abandoned the victimization discourse, claiming China’s 

underdevelopment is the result of the conspiracy to contain China that persisted in 

China’s media since the Mao’s era (Woods & Dickson, 2017). China has also shifted 

from the “globalization” discourse that being proposed during the period of joining the 

WTO (Hung Ng et al., 2011). Instead, China has put itself in a higher moral stance and 

offering the world with its proposal of economic development and cooperation. Such 

shift tendency in political discourse is worth noticing. Future research can also look for 

more evidence in other media contents. 

Re-framing as journalistic practice. In the field of journalism, the concept of 

reframing can bring scholarly attention to news reproduction, fake news, and the spread 
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of disinformation around the globe. As people are increasingly reminded that there is 

fake news all around them in their daily lives, the discussion related to the standards of 

truthfulness remains insufficient. Perhaps, in the realm of political communication, the 

stringent issue is not completely false information but manipulated partial truths. This 

thesis demonstrated that sourcing powerful sources could lead to an increase of facticity 

of information. The thesis also showed partially alteration of news facts could convey 

distinctively different information. Future research related to the falsehood of 

information should take into consideration to what extent did the news facts being 

altered, and discuss the facticity and perceive facticity of news separately.  

Given that the reframing research highlights the fact that a lack of media trust 

could be utilized for propaganda purposes, journalists need to pay attention to the 

integrity of information when transcribing the news. Also, in terms of media literacy, 

general readers can learn from the results of this research that a powerful source does 

not mean powerful evidence. It is necessary to develop the awareness required to trace 

sources and verify the news. 

Re-framing as an approach to comparative framing research. One of the 

biggest challenges for comparative framing analysis in recent years is to compare 

different new stories in logically equivalent standards (D’Angelo et al., 2019). For 

comparative news research, it is very challenging to derive meaningfully equivalent 

coding schemes for two new stories from two distinctly different contexts for 

comparison. Therefore, comparative news research has been going in two extreme 
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directions: either using purely inductive approaches, that is, news frames that form 

conclusions based on qualitative methods (Papacharissi & de Fatima Oliveira, 2008); 

or coding news stories based on an existing list of news frame, which is not considered 

beneficial to identifying new frames (Bowe, 2018). 

This thesis believes that a cluster analysis based on a coding scheme, which was, 

in turn, based on a commonly accepted standard (i.e., the four facets of the issue 

proposed by Entman, (1993)) could help to identify news frames in logically equivalent 

considerations. This thesis demonstrates how equivalent alternatives were measured 

between the domestic and overseas media reports and how issue advocates were 

emphasized based on these equivalent elements. Future comparative framing research 

should follow these steps and explore how logically equivalent information serves 

different framing purposes. 

Limitations 

Trade war as a case study. Economic conflict is China’s current policy focus 

but does not represent all of China’s diplomatic activities. The tension of a military 

standoff in the South China Sea has also been growing in recent years. As to human 

rights issues, criticism toward the ruling of minorities in Xinjiang has also been voiced 

by the international community. Ignoring these two aspects would have created a gap 

in the analysis, but as this thesis stated before, the military and human right issues were 

considered highly sensitive issues in China, which left almost no room for media reports 
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to follow any story but the official news release. Such an absence of reports prohibited 

current journalism research from touching these fields. 

Also, despite conflict with the West, China has established close ties with other 

countries in trade, education, science, and environmental protection. Even though 

reports related to international cooperation were not as rich as those on international 

conflict, it can still be considered a limitation that the “good” part international affairs 

were not included in the thesis. 

Generalization of media. It is worth to note that profit models and regions can 

differentiate media in China. Central newspapers, official newspapers are considered 

less commercialized, while city/regional newspapers were considered more 

commercialized and are more responsive to the audience (H. Wang et al., 2017). This 

made one of the key limitations for this study. Since this thesis mainly provides insight 

into the strategies used to provoke nationalism in the general audience in China, the 

content analysis focused on the most nationalistic central media organization: the 

Global Times. The selection of the sample did not take other central media or regional 

media into consideration. Research on Global Times offered the observation from a 

typical left-wing, country-level, commercialized newspaper perspective might not be 

solid enough. However, it has to be noted that the situation Global Times is facing can 

also be generalized to other media in China to some extent. Researchers have reasons 

to believe in the overall aggressive political atmosphere and the widely exist 
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nationalistic emotion among the audience, all media which provide international reports 

might face a similar situation as Global Times (Creemers, 2017; Economy, 2014).   

Future research might include other mainstream publications, such as the 

People’s Daily and Reference News. Therefore, how other media directly controlled by 

the party manipulate overseas news reports is worth discussing since the party media 

directly express the official voice of the Publicity Department of the Communist Party 

of China (CCCPD). The media affiliated with the party might have to show restraint in 

international conflicts related to China, while the Global Times has used it to become 

more assertive than the central media (Taofu & Lijuan, 2014). 

Future research could also look at how other party media or regional reframe 

foreign reports differently since earlier literature has also shown that regional 

newspapers provide a more neutral and comprehensive discussion. It would be 

meaningful to explore the question of if the regional media agencies show a more 

diversified portfolio. In sum, empirical discussion based on different Chinese national 

media is needed. 

Geopolitical contexts. The second limitation of this thesis is that it only looked 

at the Chinese context. To the best of our knowledge, few studies have examined other 

authoritarian regimes. Part of the reason for the lack of news reproduction research in 

other regimes might be due to the less controlled information flow in other authoritarian 

states. 
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China has established an extensive internet firewall system and has prohibited 

access to the major international social networking sites (Fu, Chan, & Chau, 2013), 

while other authoritarian regimes have not. Such censorship might lead to the inability 

of Chinese internet users to check information on overseas media websites. Thus, the 

Chinese media are able to reframe news reports using this asymmetric information 

accessibility. 

However, reframing research need not be restricted by the condition of 

information accessibility. An online experiment examined Chinese college students’ 

need to access overseas news. The experiment found that after six reminders, only 53% 

of students accessed overseas news websites (Chen & Yang, 2017). These results 

indicate that reframing might be due to government efforts, not audience demands. 

In countries like Russia, governments also have massive budgets for 

propaganda (Rawnsley, 2015). Future research could inspect reports from other 

authoritarian national media and provide more insights about how those media 

manipulate foreign news on different levels of information control. 

Issue-specific and generic frames. The third limitation is that this thesis only 

applied re-framing analysis to issue-specific frames. One section of the literature 

suggests that the frame can be divided into audience-centric frames and journalist 

frames (de Vreese, 2005). Audience-centric frames are usually issue-specific, while 

journalist frames are mostly generic. When exploring issue-specific frames, the 

classifications provided by early scholars (i.e., the four facets of the event proposed by 
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Entman (1993) or the five categories framework proposed by Semetko et al. (1993) 

might not apply to issue-specific research. Essentially, the issue-specific frames are 

more about emphasis, while the generic frames are more about equivalency (D’Angelo 

et al., 2019). 

Directions for Future Research 

“News about news” research in the post-truth era. This thesis drew attention 

on the “news about news” phenomenon: participating in political propaganda in the 

guise of news delivery. This finding can be generalized to several other information and 

journalism services around the world. For example, social media users might repost 

media content from their own accounts. Framing research has also been conducted on 

Twitter to explore how framing is realized with limited content (Wasike, 2013). Future 

research could explore how the political orientation of social media users influences 

their reproduction of news on social media. 

“News about news” can also be extended to visual framing research. On Chinese 

social media platforms, there has been a rise in the “lazy-people package” (lan ren bao), 

which helps people understand complicated science mechanisms or law provisions. 

Further investigation might look at how visual elements reframe the origin information. 

Multi-perspective approaches to China’s state-media relationship. The 

results of this thesis showed that the news frames of the Global Times matched the 

discourse of the central party. Media outlets from organizations and individuals might 
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play a role in helping researchers draw a complete map of how different individuals, 

departments, and organizations respond to one unified call. How the personal 

characteristics of the head of a media agency influenced the operation of media is a 

very meaningful question. Further research can also cross-examine the importance of 

personal factors to media outlets: the next step could be to investigate the interaction 

among the media accounts, media owner accounts, and commentator accounts on social 

media. One of the recent trends in the Chinese media industry is the media professionals, 

usually the editor in chief, setting up a personal account for opinion publishing. 

Moreover, those editor accounts would interact with the official account of the 

media to advocate the editors’ opinions. One typical example is Hu Xijing, the editor-

in-chief of Global Times. Hu’s weibo account usually publishes his own opinion, which 

is considered much more adventurous than the official account of the Global Times (Yu, 

2013). Hu’s weibo also has very frequent interactions with the account of Global Times, 

including mutual retweeting. Future inquires can be made about the difference between 

the content features of both media. Future research can also address the excessive 

opinions being transferred to those personal accounts with the tightening of control on 

domestic media.  

The applicability of reframing analysis in framing research. Past theoretical 

developments of framing can shed light on reframing in future research. An integrated 

model of news framing suggests that framing research consists of two major stages in 

the communicative process: frame building and frameset. The former examined how 
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frames are established in the news, while the latter focuses on how frames are delivered. 

Three main bodies of literature form the foundation of news framing, based on the 

process view of framing: frame in the newsroom (analyzing the influencing factor of 

news framing practices), frames in the news (analyzing the news frames embedded in 

texts), and frame effects (examining how news frames affect the audience) (de Vreese, 

2005). 

Future research on reframing can also follow this process approach and 

expanded the horizon of research to reframing in the newsroom and reframing effects. 

For example, reframing research can explore the process of how journalists in 

authoritarian regimes select reports from overseas media. It would also be meaningful 

to discuss the possible conflict between professional journalistic values and executive 

requirements and how to balance these when reframing the news. 

Some earlier literature has previously discussed how journalists in China have 

to make a compromise between the news they intend to report and the news the 

government requires them to report (Simons et al., 2017). From the effects side, future 

framing research can also look into how the perception to reframing media, source 

media, and content exert joint effects on an audience. Previous research has been 

limited to a theoretical model that consists of single media credibility, content features, 

and audience traits. Additional research on reframing can provide a more complicated 

model that examines how credibilities belonging to two media interact with audiences.  
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Date 
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3 NewYork Times US  2018-11-21  

4 The Hindu India  2018-11-20  

5 The Philadelphia 
Inquirer 

US  2018-11-16  

6 Columbia 
Broadcasting System 

US  2018-11-14  

7 DuluthNewsTribune US  2018-11-13  

8 Nikkei Asian Review Japan  2018-11-09  
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9 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-11-08  

10 Euronews France  2018-11-07  

11 Automotive News US  2018-11-06  

12 Financial Review Australi
a 

 2018-11-03  

13 The Washington 
Times 

US  2018-11-01  

14 Washington Post US  2018-10-31  

15 Federal Computer 
Week 

US  2018-10-31  

16 The Economists UK  2018-10-27  

17 Prospect US  2018-10-26  

18 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-10-25  

19 NewYork Times US  2018-10-24  
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20 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-10-24  

21 Nikkei Asian Review Japan  2018-10-23  

22 Asia Time Online HK  2018-10-22  

23 Agefi Switzla
nd  

 2018-10-20  

24 Forbes US  2018-10-19  

25 Wall Street Journal US  2018-10-19  

26 CNN US  2018-10-19  

27 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-10-17  

28 National Interest US  2018-10-16  
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29 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-10-15  

30 Globla News Canada  2018-10-15  

31 CNBC  US  2018-10-15  

32 Los Angeles Times US  2018-10-11  

33 CNN US  2018-10-09  

34 The Strait Times Singapo
re 

 2018-09-30  

35 U Penn Wharton US  2018-09-29  

36 NewYork Times US  2018-09-28  

37 Washington Post US  2018-09-28  

38 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-09-27  
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39 Business Times Singapo
re 

 2018-09-26  

40 NewYork Times US  2018-09-26  

41 The Strait Times Singapo
re 

 2018-09-21  

42 Washington Post US  2018-09-19  

43 Washington Post US  2018-09-17  

44 Financial Review Australi
a 

 2018-09-15  

45 Handelsblatt German
y 

 2018-09-13  

46 CNBC  US  2018-09-11  

47 Forbes US  2018-09-06  
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48 Wall Street Journal US  2018-09-03  

49 Russia Today Russia  2018-09-01  

50 Washington Post US  2018-08-31  

51 The Diplomat US  2018-08-30  

52 Deutsche Welle German
y 

 2018-08-30  

53 Washington Post US  2018-08-24  

54 The Diplomat US  2018-08-22  

55 Forbes US  2018-08-18  

56 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-08-16  

57 Real Clear Market US  2018-08-16  
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58 Japan Times Japan  2018-08-14  

59 NewYork Times US  2018-08-10  

60 CBS US  2018-08-10  

61 NewYork Times US  2018-08-08  

62 Foreign Affairs US  2018-08-08  

63 U.S. News & World 
Report 

US  2018-08-08  

64 Forbes US  2018-08-06  

65 Zaobao Singapo
re 

 2018-08-04  

66 Market Watch US  2018-08-04  

67 The Strait Times Singapo
re 

 2018-08-03  



130 

 

68 Washington Post US  2018-08-03  

69 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-08-01  

70 The Sunday Guardian India  2018-07-31  

71 Asashi Japan  2018-07-27  

72 Washington Post US  2018-07-27  

73 NewYork Times US  2018-07-27  

74 Wall Street Journal US  2018-07-23  

75 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-07-23  

76 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-07-19  
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77 The Financial 
Express 

India  2018-07-17  

78 Dialogue Australi
a 

 2018-07-11  

79 Nikkei Asian Review Japan  2018-07-09  

80 Guardian UK  2018-07-09  

81 Washington Post US  2018-07-07  

82 The Hill US  2018-07-07  

83 NewYork Times US  2018-07-06  

84 Daily Mail UK  2018-07-05  

85 The Globe and the 
Mail 

Canada  2018-07-03  

86 The Business Times Singapo
re 

 2018-06-27  
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87 Zaobao Singapo
re 

 2018-06-27  

88 Manager Magazine German
y 

 2018-06-25  

89 The Globe and the 
Mail 

Canada  2018-06-20  

90 The Royal Institute of 
International Affairs 

UK  2018-06-06  

91 The Times UK  2018-06-04  

92 Real Clear Market US  2018-06-01  

93 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-05-25  

94 National Interest US  2018-05-19  

95 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-05-17  
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96 Gulfinfo Arabic 
UN 

 2018-05-14  

97 Washington Post US  2018-05-09  

98 The Economists UK  2018-05-05  

99 Dallas News US  2018-05-03  

100 CNBC  US  2018-04-27  

101 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-04-26  

102 BrinkNews US  2018-04-24  

103 Project Syndicate Czech  2018-04-19  

104 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-04-17  
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105 Asia Time Online HK  2018-04-14  

106 The Hill US  2018-04-13  

107 Washington Post US  2018-04-12  

108 Nikkei Japan  2018-04-12  

109 Australia News Australi
a 

 2018-04-12  

110 Australia Financial 
Review 

Australi
a 

 2018-04-11  

111 Wall Street Journal US  2018-04-10  

112 NewYork Times US  2018-04-10  

113 The West Australian Australi
a 

 2018-04-10  

114 South China Morning 
Post 

HK  2018-04-10  
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115 Wall Street Journal US  2018-04-08  

116 Bloomberg US  2018-04-08  

117 Seekingalpha US  2018-03-30  

118 Livemint India  2018-03-28  

119 The Business Times Singapo
re 

 2018-03-28  

120 Omaha World-Herald US  2018-03-26  
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