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ABSTRACT 
 
 

This thesis is a theological treatise grounded on the concept of Christian social 
responsibility as revealed in the study of the concepts of secularity and religiosity in 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s later theology.  On this basis, further discussions of Christian 
social praxis in contemporary Chinese society are advanced. 

The thesis starts with an introduction to the background, life and works of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor.  Special attention has been paid to 
Bonhoeffer’s concept of secularity by studying its similarities and differences with other 
concepts including the secular, secularism, and secularization.  Consequently, the 
relationship between Bonhoeffer’s ideas of the secular and the religious are discussed 
anew.  Along with the discussion of Bonhoeffer’s Christology, which is the main 
theme throughout his whole theology, the relationship of Christ and the secular world is 
also explored. Because Bonhoeffer did not live long, and due to the complexity, 
ambiguity and availability of his later written works, there are different trends of 
interpretation related to the significance of his works and life.  Therefore, this thesis 
continues in the second chapter by discussing the general continuity of Bonhoeffer’s 
theological ideas.  Although Bonhoeffer was one of the most important theologians in 
the 20th century, he sometimes has been misrepresented and misinterpreted.  By 
focusing on some problematic interpretations of Bonhoeffer’s later theology, we assert 
that his theology can be only properly interpreted by reaffirming its basic continuity 
with his earlier works. 

In the third chapter, with a Christological approach, the concept of Christian social 
responsibility and engagement as expounded by a Hong Kong theologian, Arnold Yeung 
Muk-kuk, is introduced to serve as an interpretive bridge linking Bonhoeffer’s idea of 
Christian social responsibility within the secular settings of the modern world and the 
particular religious and political situation of contemporary mainland China.  The thesis 
continues in the fourth chapter with a discussion of the major theological ideas in the 
writings of Bishop Ting Kuang-hsun, the Protestant leader in contemporary mainland 
China.  His promotion of theological reconstruction and accommodation to socialist 
society are discussed in order to obtain a clearer picture of church-state relations in 
contemporary mainland Chinese society and its impact on social responsibility among 
Christians there.  Special attention is paid to the attitude and actions of Bishop Ting 
during critical moments in his career, indicating where he remained silent at some 
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critical points, which suggest that he could not fulfill the ideas of Christian social 
responsibility and engagement advocated by Dietrich Bonhoeffer and further elaborated 
by Arnold Yeung. 

 iii 
 



 v

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Declaration i 

Abstract ii 

Acknowledgments iv 

Table of Contents v 

Chapter 1: Introduction 1 

 I. Dietrich Bonhoeffer—A Legend in the Midst of Secularity 1 

 II. Is Bonhoeffer a Christian Secularist? 7 

 III. Finding “Secularity” within the Secular: The New Direction in 
 Bonhoeffer’s Later Theology 17 

 IV. Secular yet Holy 35 

Chapter 2: Trends and Problems in the Interpretation of Bonhoeffer’s  
Later Theology 38 

 I. Continuity or Discontinuity in Bonhoeffer’s Theology? 38 

 II. Trends in Interpreting Bonhoeffer’s Theology After his Death 48 

 III. Major Problematic Interpretations of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 54 
Later Theology 

 IV. Authenticity within Continuity 68 

Chapter 3: Bridging 20th Century Europe and 21st Century China  
by means of the Vision of a Hong Kong Pastor 71 

 I. The Bridge—Dr. Arnold Yeung Muk-kuk 71 

 II. Bridging God and Humanity—Yeung’s Concepts of  
Christian Social Responsibility and Engagement 76 



 vi

 III. The Bridged—Bonhoeffer on Christian Social Responsibility 86 

 IV. Bridging two Lands and two Theologies 94 

Chapter 4: Making a German Pastor’s Theology Relevant to a Chinese Bishop 
—A European-Chinese Exploration 98 

 I. The Development of Protestant Christianity in the People’s  
Republic of China 98 

 II. Brief Introduction to Bishop Ting Kuang-hsun’s Life and Works 104 

 III. Bishop Ting’s Main Theological Ideas 109 

 IV. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Relevance to Bishop Ting’s Theology, 
supplemented by Arnold Yeung’s Ideas about Christians’ 
Social Responsibility 125 

Chapter 5: Conclusion 135 

Chinese Glossary 151 

Bibliography 155 

Curriculum Vitae 176 

 


	Declaration (071106_Finalized).pdf
	DECLARATION

	Bibliography (071106_Finalized).pdf
	TIV. Selected Works By Bishop Ting Kuang-hsun
	V. Selected Works On Bishop Ting Kuang-hsun
	IX. Dissertations

	Curriculum Vitae.pdf
	CURRICULUM VITAE

	Declaration (071106_Finalized).pdf
	DECLARATION

	Curriculum Vitae.pdf
	CURRICULUM VITAE




