
Hong Kong Baptist University

MASTER'S THESIS

Samurai culture twisted: bushido, shinto and war crimes
Tong, Shuk Ying

Date of Award:
2006

Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and intellectual property rights for the publications made accessible in HKBU Scholars are retained by the authors and/or other
copyright owners. In addition to the restrictions prescribed by the Copyright Ordinance of Hong Kong, all users and readers must also
observe the following terms of use:

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from HKBU Scholars for the purpose of private study or research
            • Users cannot further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • To share publications in HKBU Scholars with others, users are welcome to freely distribute the permanent URL assigned to the
publication

Download date: 24 May, 2023

https://scholars.hkbu.edu.hk/en/studentTheses/63e759f0-a148-4080-9403-172e7a93cc82


SAMURAI CULTURE TWISTED: 

BUSHIDO, SHINTO AND WAR CRIMES 

 

 

 

TONG SHUK YING 

M. Phil. Thesis 

 

 

 

 

 

HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

2006 



 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Samurai Culture Twisted: Bushido, Shinto and War Crimes 
 
 
 
 

TONG Shuk Ying 
 
 
 
 
 

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements 
for the degree of 

Master of Philosophy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal Supervisor: Dr. James A. Stewart Jr. 
 
 

Hong Kong Baptist University 
 
 

April 2006 



 ii

 
 
 
 

Abstract 
 
 

This thesis deals with the changes of Bushido and Shinto, and how the 
“corrupted” Bushido and extremist State Shinto influenced war crimes in WWII. This 
topic has long been given insufficient attention in the field’s literature. Moreover, most 
of the studies which deal with Bushido and Shinto focus on their traditional role or 
their role in WWII, thus, they seldom talk about the changes of Bushido and Shinto 
from their proper, traditional period to their extremist forms in WWII and their relation 
to war crimes. This thesis will employ the famous book of Dr. Inazo Nitobe on Bushido 
and other primary sources, such as The Tokyo Trials and Hagakure to explore these 
important issues.   

These two fundamental elements of traditional Japanese culture — Bushido and 
Shinto — continue to have great influence today. Historically, all Japanese have been 
seriously influenced by them. Japanese feel a great pride in their culture and they feel 
pride in Bushido and Shinto because they were indigenous to their culture. However, 
this presentation argues that both Bushido and Shinto were significantly altered in the 
period between the Meiji Restoration and the Second World War. This was done, in 
part, to consolidate the position of the emperor. Under the influence of the militarists 
and extreme Shintoists, the traditional concepts of both of these foundation elements of 
traditional Japanese culture were changed into far more extremist forms. In the period 
after the Meiji Restoration, both of them became important factors in the origins of the 
Second World War and helped lead to many crimes during the entire war. 
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