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Abstract 

Digital activism is an increasingly popular field in academia. However, scarce 

attention has been paid to the process of cultural and political mediation that have 

shaped different examples of the contents of digital activism as well as the character 

of actors who collectively utilize this instrument and also personally respond to the 

specific context in which digital activism emerges and evolves. This study 

investigates the #MeToo movement in the context of China as a concrete example of 

digital activism in a manner that ascribes attention to both digital technologies and 

activist practices. With regard to the practices of social movement, this study aims to 

capture the discursive processes that enable different actors to be recognized and 

make sense of themselves in public in the #MeToo movement in China. From the 

digital perspective, this study attempts to identify the characteristics of activists who 

participated in China’s #MeToo movement.  

 

This study combined content analysis and discourse analysis with social network 

analysis to analyze the process and discourses on the #Metoo movement in China and 

examined the characteristics of actors who contributed to the promotion of the 

#MeToo movement on a networked public space. Following the three-stage model of 

social drama, five themes were identified in the narrative form of China’s version of 

the #MeToo movement. This study also found that advocates and opponents of the 

#MeToo movement achieved their narrative agencies through the intersection of 

gender, sexuality, class, and culture in the Chinese sociocultural context. Finally, this 

study revealed that the expressive repertoires manifested in the reposting network of 

China’s #MeToo and testified that homophily could exist between pairs of Weibo 

users along with similar attributes including gender, location, and engagement. 
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Introduction 

Digital activism is an increasingly popular field in academia. Research on 

digital activism has its roots in diverse disciplines and, thus, there are varied meanings 

and representations of this term, such as hashtag activism, hacktivism, denial of 

service attack, etc. (Joyce, 2010). Prior research has generally examined digital 

activism on the basis of two embedded dimensions: civic action for political and 

social changes and the practice of utilizing digital network infrastructure, particularly 

in terms of how the latter could unfold more possibilities for the former (Kelly Garrett, 

2006; Gerbaudo, 2017; González-Bailón, Borge-Holthoefer, Rivero, & Moreno, 

2011). This has encouraged the consideration of the character of digital media within 

a larger social and cultural context, instead of merely following the 

media-deterministic assumption that overemphasizes the implications of technologies 

on activism. 

In daily practice of online participation, feminists utilize digital technologies 

and social media platforms to speak out against contemporary sexism, misogyny, and 

patriarchal culture, which further opens up a new frontier in digital activism. One of 

the most high-profile examples of digital feminist activism is the #MeToo movement 

that began in 2017, which stirred up global conversation on sexual assault and 

harassment; this includes the movement in the context of China as well. Although 

China’s #MeToo movement took off relatively late, it nevertheless gained remarkable 

momentum among women in different fields in the country. Despite the Chinese 
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government’s efforts to suppress it, it has sparked an avalanche of accusations against 

sexual assault and harassment on China’s social media platforms.  

Digital technologies and social media function as material artifacts, which 

extend people’s abilities to communicate and share meaning (Lievrouw, 2011). 

Beyond a shared slogan or hashtag, activists tend to cluster on digital platforms across 

intersections of social networks defined by established social classification, including 

gender, race, ethnicity, region, interests, class, or ideologies. Previous studies provide 

important insight into the effects of media affordances on the global digital feminist 

movement (e.g., Clark, 2016; Keller, Mendes, & Ringrose, 2018; Kim, 2017). 

However, scarce attention has been paid to the process of cultural and political 

mediation that have shaped different examples of the contents of digital activism as 

well as the character of actors who collectively utilize this instrument and also 

personally respond to the specific context in which digital activism emerges and 

evolves.  

This study investigates the #MeToo movement in the context of China as a 

concrete example of digital activism in a manner that ascribes attention to both digital 

technologies and activist practices. With regard to the practices of social movement, 

this study aims to capture the discursive processes that enable different actors to be 

recognized and make sense of themselves in public in the #MeToo movement in 

China. From the digital perspective, this study attempts to identify the characteristics 

of activists who participated in China’s #MeToo movement. 
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Literature Review 

2.1. Study Context: The #MeToo Movement in China 

The phrase “Me Too” was established in 2006 by social activist Tarana Burke 

to support women of color who survived sexual assault and to demonstrate the 

pervasiveness of the problem (Garcia, 2018). After a decade, actress Alyssa Milano 

revitalized it on Twitter by encouraging women to come forward to share their story 

of being sexually harassed or assaulted, using the hashtag “MeToo.” Assuming the 

shape of a public dialogue on sexual assault and harassment, the #MeToo campaign 

connected millions of participants through the initial tweets encouraging the use of 

#MeToo and exerted influence much beyond the U.S. borders to become a global 

phenomenon. 

Current scholarship on the #MeToo movement includes different focal points. 

Rhetorical scholars mainly focus on describing the rhetorical features and linguistic 

themes of the #MeToo movement (e.g., Nurik, 2019; Torbett, 2019). Language 

devices presented in #MeToo tweets comprise personalization, dialogism, inclusivity, 

and self-referentiality; these devices resonate with circumstantial factors such as 

celebrity influence and societal events to enhance the online visibility of #MeToo 

(Nurik, 2019). Manikonda, Beigi, Liu, and Kambhampati (2018) investigated the 

linguistic themes of the #MeToo discourse on Twitter and Reddit and found that 

Reddit users generally shared their personal stories in great detail while Twitter users 

encouraged other users to speak out and share their own stories. 
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Another focus in recent #MeToo research is the construction of group 

identities and community building as part of the #MeToo movement. The hashtag 

#MeToo functions to prompt a “consciousness-raising” that promises real change to 

counter the patriarchal culture in a public manner (Enderle, 2018). Such a tagging 

convention helps to associate personalized sharing with certain events and contexts 

and to embody networks of informal interactions among diverse participants (Chang, 

2010). #MeToo created a community space for women and girls to engage in public 

debates and promote gendered solidarity (Berridge & Portwood-Stacer, 2015). 

Simultaneously, it also enabled visibility of the participation of women and girls on 

various online platforms and most participants personally experienced anxiety and 

fear of being attacked because of their feminist views (Mendes, Ringrose, & Keller, 

2018). Moreover, social movement organizations (Xiong, Cho, & Boatwright, 2018) 

and news sites (Rho, Mark, & Mazmanian, 2018) play a crucial role in message 

framing from a co-creational perspective in activism.  

Studies on feminism critically probe into the #MeToo movement as a 

women’s rights movement through a perspective of gender equality, power dynamics, 

and women empowerment (e.g., Lin & Yang, 2019; Rodino-Colocino, 2018). 

Rodino-Colocino’s (2018) analysis of the power of empathy within the #MeToo 

activism sheds a light on the importance of “transformative empathy,” which places 

power in the hands of those individuals who shared their stories using #MeToo, and 

enabled them “to feel whole.” More broadly, Gill and Orgad (2018) indicate that 
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#MeToo represents a decisive shift away from moral panic regarding “sexualization” 

to a more politicized understanding of it that foregrounds power relations.  

It is widely acknowledged that #MeToo works to boost a broader 

understanding of violence and the relationship between sex and power in the 

contemporary public sphere. Nevertheless, much of this literature on the #MeToo 

movement as well as digital feminist activism is restricted to discussion in English on 

Twitter and analyzes #MeToo in a Western social context. There is limited research 

that attempts to grasp the embodiment of the #MeToo movement in the context of 

China (Liao & Luqiu, 2019; Lin & Yang, 2019; Xiong & Cho, 2019). Thus, this 

research intends to use China’s #MeToo movement as a contextualized lens to digital 

activism localized in China, which exposed transnational gendered violence.  

In China, the #MeToo campaign was ignited by Luo Xixi, a former student at 

Beihang University in Beijing and a Chinese scholar currently living in the U.S. She 

first used the hashtag #MeToo on her Weibo account to accuse her former doctoral 

professor, Chen Xiaowu, of harassing her 14 years ago (Gao, 2018). Luo’s public 

accusation immediately inspired more women to disclose their experience of sexual 

harassment and sexual assault, with allegations against former bosses, acquaintances, 

and colleagues (Kuo, 2018). The movement is carried through open letters and 

petitions, most written by female university students or alumnae, thereby differing 

from sexual misconduct allegations in the U.S. entertainment industry. To a certain 

extent, the Chinese #MeToo movement manifests the perseverance of China’s societal 

struggle against officially endorsed patriarchal norms through student victims 
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bringing to light such a struggle and leading to the removal of professors from 

supervisory roles and breaking down the garb of teachers’ morality in the eyes of the 

public. 

Unlike the traction #MeToo gained in the west, the #MeToo movement in 

China exposes fragilities in the bottom-up mobilization of digital activism. Chinese 

authorities censored a majority of posts with the hashtag #MeToo, temporarily 

blocked the Weibo accounts of a few victims, and permanently shut down the Weibo 

and WeChat accounts of Feminists’ Voices, an NGO that promotes gender equality. 

Moreover, although a few Chinese officials have acknowledged that sexual 

harassment is a problem and are discussing how universities and government agencies 

must respond, the #MeToo movement in China had great difficulty moving offline. In 

this regard, how has the #MeToo movement in China mobilized so many within the 

same harsh environment where many other social movements have been suppressed?  

The primary reason for this is the incredible courage, wisdom, and ability of a 

young generation of activists enraged by the prevalence of gender inequality and 

repression, which has nurtured an unyielding determination for change. In response to 

the censorship of Chinese authorities, it has become evident to the core initiators of 

this movement that their campaign must be center-less, flexible, creative, and swift. 

Rather than expecting a single person to contact thousands of supporters on her own, 

the movement saw leaders rise up of their own accord to organize groups of 

classmates and alumni at 70 different universities. This networked guerrilla 

movement was much more effective than what a centrally planned and executed 
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campaign would have been at addressing censorship concerns and allowing members 

to exercise individual initiative. Those who were part of the movement were also 

skillful in their use of Internet technology to avoid surveillance. The participants of 

the Chinese #MeToo movement creatively spread discussions on sexual harassment 

cases on social media and saved censored information through screenshots and 

blockchains. They also used QR codes to lead potential supporters to petitions as 

quickly as possible, as censors would delete petitions within hours or even minutes.  

Previous research on the subjective construction of sexual harassment in 

China has indicated that anti-sexual harassment as a discourse has intervened into 

people’s daily discourse and people tend to subjectively construct their definition of 

sexual harassment in terms of personal experience, presumption of the other’s 

motives, and standards of social morality (Huang & Pan, 2013). Against such a social 

background, it is doubtful whether this intensity of attention on victims can be 

sustained by the general public and it is slightly unclear which kind of basic 

consensuses have been reached in the #MeToo movement in China. 

2.2. Narrative Form and Agency of Digital Activism 

Since this research highlights the role of the #MeToo movement as a form of 

digital activism in China, it is indispensable to understand features of similar social 

movements in the digital space. According to Diani (1992, p. 7), there are four key 

features of a social movement: “(a) networks of informal interaction; (b) shared 

beliefs and solidarity; (c) collective action on conflictual issues; (d) action which 
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displays largely outside the institutional sphere and the routine procedures of social 

life.” Further, Gerbaudo (2017) indicates three qualities of digital activism in social 

media discourse—opennesss, horizontality, and leaderlessness.  

Digital technologies are regarded as the potential mobilizers of social 

movements through individual political participation. Bennett and Segerberg (2012) 

theorize that “collective action” to postulate new technologies can mobilize weak-tie 

networks through personalized experience, sharing, and politics that constitute “the 

personal action frames” comprising the building blocks of a large collective, 

constructed movement. Certain research in activism has argued that activists and the 

thoughts and behavior of publics are constructed in specific structural constraints, 

including cultural norms, beliefs, economics, and numerous other cultural-economic 

factors (e.g., Ciszek, 2014, 2017). These different critiques call for attention not only 

to the technical devices used by activists but also to the cultural contents they channel 

through such technologies. 

The power of narratives has been long acknowledged in the research on social 

movements. Narrative refers to “the primary form by which human experience is 

made meaningful” (Polkinghorne, 1988). Within social movement, narratives are 

mainly divided into participant narratives and movements narrative (Davis, 2012). 

Participant narratives are self-narratives through which personal experience and their 

own selves obtain a certain meaning; on the other hand, at a collective level, 

movement narratives infer collectively constructed stories regarding the movement 

itself and the domain that it sought to exert influence on (Benford, 2002). The most 
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prominent feature of the narrative form is its temporal sequence (Yang, 2016), 

because the meaning of participant narratives is created by displaying their temporal 

or causal relationship to other personal stories within the movement narrative and 

their functions in the unfolding of larger narratives. 

As rich as the body of research on digital activism is, the narrative forms have 

received relatively limited attention. In line with the three stages model for exploring 

the dramatic qualities of collective action (McFarland, 2004; Turner, 1982), Clark 

(2016) identified the narrative form of hashtag activism with a beginning, a 

crisis/conflict, and an end/reintegration, in which individuals contribute to the 

co-production of movement narratives by sharing their personal thoughts, emotions, 

and stories accompanied with a specific hashtag. Kaun (2015) highlighted how global 

narratives and practices are appropriated and re-contextualized in different locales via 

a multisited narrative analysis. Given that the focus of this study, the #MeToo 

movement, has assumed a different shape and had varying impacts across the world, it 

is vital to grasp the localized version of this movement’s narrative form in China.  

Therefore, this study adopted Turner’s model of social drama (1982) to 

analyze the narrative form of China’s #MeToo campaign. Turner (1974, p. 37-40) 

defined social drama as “units of aharmonic or disharmonic process, arising in 

conflict situations”, which is a dynamic process of four phases including (1) breach of 

normality, (2) crisis, (3) redressive actions, and (4) reintegration or schism. Turner’s 

model has been widely used by social scientists in the analysis of various crisis 

situations (e.g., Vannini, 2008). Further, Yang (2016) and Clark (2016) introduced 



 10 

this model of social drama into the research on digital activism. In the context of 

digital activism, there are three stages of social drama, a beginning, a crisis/conflict, 

and an end/reintegration. A beginning occurs when a “breach of regular, 

norm-governed social relations occurs between persons or groups within the same 

system of social relations” (Turner, 1974, p. 38). Then, the initial breach of norms is 

escalated into what Turner (1974, p. 39) defined as the crisis stage, which “is always 

one of those turning points or moments of danger and suspense, when a true state of 

affairs is revealed, when it is least easy to don masks or pretend that there is nothing.” 

After the crisis stage, reintegration emerges to reach a new normality, with a 

reestablishment of stability or the recognition of an irreversible schism. 

Narrative agency refers to the subject’s capacity to construct a meaningful 

narrative and not to the actual content of that narrative (Lucas, 2018). Drawing from 

Campbell’s (2015) rhetorical theories, Yang (2016, p.14) considered the narrative 

agency of hashtag activism as “capacity to create stories on social media by using 

hashtag in a way collective and recognized by the public.” In this vein, there are five 

propositions regarding rhetorical agency: “(1) agency is communal, social, and 

cooperative; (2) agency is invention and authors are ‘inventors’; (3) agency is artistry 

or craft, including stratagem, and flair; (4) agency is achieved through form, which 

implies that (5) agency can be malignant, divisive, and destructive” (Yang, 2016, p. 

14). Thus, responding to social conditions, narrative agency is achieved through 

generic conventions and textual and rhetorical devices (Yang, 2016).  
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The form and agency of narrative are not independent of the culture and 

society where activism is rooted. The participatory nature of the #MeToo movement 

invited both opponents and proponents of a culture of discrimination and harassment 

toward the powerless, to complicate the discussion regarding the actual meaning of 

the movement. In order to conduct deeper investigation into the narrative form and 

agency embedded in the #MeToo movement in China based on the platforms adopted, 

the study raises and answers the following research questions: 

RQ1 What is the process through which the #MeToo movement gained ground in 

China and developed into a highly visible form of digital activism on Weibo?  

RQ2 How do the supporters and opponents of China’s #MeToo movement 

respectively construct discourses in a manner that is recognized by the public? 

2.3. The Homophily Underlying the Repertoires 

The notion of repertoire was introduced into the studies of collective action by 

Tilly (1993) as “a limited set of routines that are learned, shared, and acted out 

through a relatively deliberate process of choice.” In line with his definition, the 

repertoires of collective action do not designate individual performances but means of 

interplay between actors in pairs or larger groups. Changes related to the Internet have 

resulted in a richer connotation of repertoire. Chadwick (2007) termed the digital 

network repertoires to depict repertoires adopted by a hybrid mobilization movement 

associated with different types of organizations. The emergence of social network 

platforms has made it possible for the smallest unit of participation in online 
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movements to be merely a few scattered individuals. Participants are connected over 

and interact on digital networks supported by information and communication 

technologies and, correspondingly, repertories manifested in the mobilization process 

of digital activism transform in more personalized and flexible yet complicated ways 

(Bennett & Segerberg, 2011). For example, Nissenbaum and Shifman (2018) 

conceptualized such a collective/individual interdependence of memes templates as 

expressive repertoires, which are collectively authored and developed as a means of 

communication. 

In order to reconcile with the growing individualization in collective actions 

on digital platforms, this study proposes to delve into China’s #MeToo movement 

from the perspective of its repertoire. Derived from initiatives of hashtag feminism on 

Twitter, the #MeToo movement in China enables individuals to use a collectively 

created and informed theme of “sexual harassment and assault” to deliver a 

personalized message. It involves various stakeholders repeating a single phrase 

accompanied by a personal variation on the theme, in which such an issue and related 

individual experiences induce readers to reply, comment, repost, and follow (Mann, 

2014), which further lead to the creation of social networks (Wasserman & Faust, 

1994). In such a binding structure for this specific gender issue, different participants 

can get involved in the #MeToo movement and personalize their expression 

depending on their perspectives in the discussion network.  

Repertoires put forward a higher request for individuals to share political or 

social claims and sustain collective identity, because communication content centers 
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on emergent inclusive personal action frames (Bennett & Segerberg, 2012). When 

mobilized around personal lifestyle values (Bennett 2012), a participant is leaderless 

and situational within digitally mediated repertoires. Consequently, individuals may 

be more likely to vary in terms of how much importance they attach to any particular 

group membership based on their perceptions (Oakes & Turner, 1986). 

Homophily has been found to pervasively exist in different contexts of 

network as an important factor that influences individuals’ online interactive behavior 

and social network construction (Fiore & Donath, 2005; Rogers & Bhowmik, 1970; 

Wright, 2000), but its effects on digital activism remain little understood. Following 

the principle of homophily (McPherson, Smith-Lovin, & Cook, 2001), a contact 

between similar people occurs at a higher rate than among dissimilar people. In 

the online context, similarity is a strong predictor of users’ communication and 

friendship (Jensen, Davis, & Farnham, 2002). Based on this, this research assumes 

that the repertoires in China’s #MeToo movement likely hinge on personal 

characteristics on diverse levels, thereby promoting identity-related homophilous 

network contact as part of the movement. 

Specific to the #MeToo movement in the context of China, there are three 

layers of characteristics that can be categorized in distinctive ways. First and 

foremost, with regard to the #MeToo campaign per se, gender is considered as a 

potential dimension of participants’ traits. Gender differences in attitudes and feelings 

toward the #MeToo movement have been identified in a cross-cultural investigation; 

the investigation found that men expressed less positivity toward #MeToo than 
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women and perceived it as more harmful and less beneficial. This was primarily 

explained by differences in ideologies, including sexism, feminism, rape myth 

acceptance, and belief in a just world (Kunst, Bailey, Prendergast, & Gundersen, 

2018). Second, at a digital community level, people may cluster in a certain activism 

based on their engagement in the specific social network platform. As activity-based 

attributes, user engagement is a reflection of users’ tendency to broadcast information 

to their audience and facilitate individual interactive communication (De Choudhury, 

2011). The characteristic properties of user activity on social media platforms like 

Weibo include consumption information through the following of diverse accounts, 

creation of content in the form of posts, and passing along pieces of information to 

followers (Cha, Haddadi, Benevenuto, & Gummadi, 2010). Last but not the least, 

within a broader sociocultural context, China’s provincial identities present an 

explanatory scheme regarding the geographic and cultural homophily in the #MeToo 

movement (Oakes, 2000). Drawing on the above conceptual framework, the following 

research question is proposed: 

RQ3 In the reposting network on Weibo, are Weibo users who share the same type of 

personal characteristics (e.g., gender, location, and engagement) more likely to form 

ties than users who do not? 
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Method 

3.1. Study Focus: Sina Weibo 

Sina Weibo is the most popular social media platform in Mainland China, with 

370 million active users (Data Center of Sina Weibo, 2017). Hence, the wide range of 

Weibo users are sufficiently representative of Chinese social media users. The 

#MeToo movement in China was initiated, developed, and discussed on Weibo for 

the duration of the entire event. This implies that the data from Weibo is relatively 

comprehensive to depict the discursive process on this issue. Similar to Twitter, 

Weibo is a “follower network,” which implies that users can share information and 

spread messages and ratings of media texts among geographically dispersed followers 

and/or follow others who are doing the same. Therefore, Weibo provides a rich 

context to identify the characteristics of users and uncover their social reactions to the 

#MeToo movement in the context of China.  

3.2. Data Collection and Analysis 

3.2.1. Qualitative approaches: Content analysis and discourse analysis.  

Weibo provides a search function whereby users can search for anything by 

means of keywords and hashtags. However, hashtags associated with the #MeToo 

movement have been blocked and a few posts supporting the #MeToo movement 

under the hashtags have been removed on Weibo due to the Internet censorship of 
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discussion related to the #MeToo movement. This research identified posts related to 

China’s #MeToo movement by employing two categories of search words: (1) general 

words and (2) names of perpetrators of sexual harassment or assault in China’s 

#MeToo campaign. The generic words include “MeToo” and “mitu movement” 

(which is a direct phonetic translation of “me too” in Chinese; it literally means “rice 

bunny” in Mandarin and became the most popular nickname for the #MeToo 

campaign on social media in China).  

In order to comprehensively collect related posts without sensitive words, such 

as “MeToo” or “mitu,” names who are accused of sexual harassment or assault in 

China’s #MeToo movement were also utilized as search words to capture large 

swathes of public discussion on the personal experiences of victims of sexual assault 

and harassment. The name list of 50 perpetrators accused in China’s #MeToo 

movement is based on #MeToo in China Archives. #MeToo in China Archives 

includes a comprehensive compilation of 50 public online accusations of sexual 

misconduct as part of China’s # MeToo movement between January 2018 and 

December 2019. In the second category, search phrases are in the form of “the name 

of the perpetrators + sex” (e.g., “朱军+性”) to avoid the collection of inaccurate data 

collection due to duplication of name and ensuring the relevance of posts’ topics. In 

order to test the validity of search phrases, I searched a total of 52 phrases on Weibo 

for the pretest and manually excluded seven phrases whose occurrence frequency 

were extremely low or for which search results deviated from this research’s focus on 

China’s #MeToo campaign. 



 17 

Using 45 search phrases (see Appendix I), I retrieved 59,654 original pieces of 

Weibo posts on Weibo from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2019 for the pretest. 

Information collected regarding each of the posts included the date and time when the 

post was published; contents of the post; link; the name of the account that published 

the post; the ID number of the account; whether the account is verified as an 

official/individual account identity; and the number of likes, comments, and reposts. 

After data collection, I manually excluded the related posts that were shared less than 

20 times to filter out original posts with a small number of shares. I purposively 

selected the number 20 because the earlier observation of the related posts implied 

that when a post is shared less than 20 times, it was likely that the post was shared 

once by different Weibo users and would never be reshared by others from among 

those who shared the original post. This implies that those posts that were reposted 

over 20 times are relatively more representative as the discussion on China’s #MeToo 

movement. Overall, a total of 1,904 original posts were selected for the analysis of 

China’s #MeToo campaign. According to the Association of Internet Researchers’ 

(2012) recommendations for ethical decision-making, I utilized pseudonyms to 

replace the usernames of Weibo account holders and made minor alterations to 

participants’ word choices in order to retain their original meaning when translating 

Chinese posts into English. Exceptions were made for nonprofit organizations, 

celebrities, and public figures. 

In order to describe the thematic characteristics of narratives, I initially used a 

manual, inductive coding approach to analyze the sample of China’s # MeToo Weibo 
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posts (Miles & Huberman, 1994). Commonly used in exploratory and descriptive 

research designs, inductive coding can ensure the development of coding categories 

that are close to and grounded in the original data and analysis to be undertaken 

flexibly in order to capture the context and nuance (Drisko & Maschi, 2015). In 

inductive coding, researchers first formulate a working definition of a theme drawing 

on the textual material that best captures the meaning of the content found in the 

original data. 

First, I coded half of the Weibo posts for emergent themes, identified the 

connections across these themes, and grouped them into categories. Five overarching 

themes emerged from the data: (1) sharing personal stories of experiences of sexual 

harassment and assault ; (2) events tracking the public allegations of sexual 

harassment and assault; (3) participants’ efforts to support the survivors and campaign; 

(4) questioning the victims and the credibility of their testimony in sexual harassment 

and assault cases; (5) commentary on the potentials and limitations of the #MeToo 

movement. Thereafter, I coded both subsamples according to these five categories and 

examined how the coded material fits with and elaborates on the entire data set. 

Consequently, a total of 286 posts were coded as irrelevant to the #MeToo movement 

in China. 

After generating these themes from the data, I further thought of how the five 

themes relate to each other and compared them to the prior research on the narrative 

forms of digital activism using a three-stage process of the social drama theory 

(McFarland, 2004; Turner, 1982). Through moving toward greater abstraction and 
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categorization of the themes, three categories were built under the framework of the 

social drama theory: breach of normality, crisis, and reintegration (see Appendix II). 

In order to answer research question on the discourse of China’s #MeToo 

movement, this study adopted the discourse-historical approach (DHA) to further 

explore computer-mediated discourse, which is more interactive and user-centered 

than traditional media (Mahfouz, 2018). The DHA, committed to critical discourse 

analysis (CDA), is frequently utilized to investigate the representation of “self” 

against “other” identities (Wodak & Meyer, 2009). The DHA emphasizes the 

historical dimension by clarifying historical, political, and socio-cultural contexts 

where discursive events have arisen as well as specific types and genres of discourse 

(Wodak, 2001; Wodak and Meyer, 2009). It covers critical textual topics and 

macro-structural analyses and focuses on how linguistic devices employed for textual 

analysis resonate with a particular social macro-structure while explicating the control 

over the discourse topics. 

This study followed Wodak’s (2015) discourse-analytical model to conduct a 

three-dimension analysis on discourse: (1) identifying the contents or topics of 

discourse; (2) examining the discursive strategies; and (3) analyzing the linguistic 

means and context-dependent linguistic realizations. The analysis targeted three 

discursive strategies in Wodak’s DNA model (2015)—nomination, predication, and 

argumentation—used in activists’ construction of self-identity vis-à-vis others in 

China. Nomination refers to “discursive construction of objects, phenomena, and 

events”; predication refers to “discursive qualification of social actors, objects, 
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phenomena, events/processes and actions”; and argumentation rationalizes “claims of 

truth and normative rightness” by means of extracting the topoi adopted by the writer 

or the speaker (Wodak & Meyer, 2009, p. 94). According to Wodak (2001, p. 94), 

“topos” (plural “topoi”) refers to “content-related warrants or conclusion rules” in the 

form of conditional or causal paraphrases, which link the premises with the claims. 

Therefore, topoi analysis focuses on systemizing arguments by revealing the deeper 

discourse structures, which consist of “stereotypical” arguments derived from shared 

opinions that generally imply “common sense reasoning schemes” (Van Dijk, 2000). 

3.2.2. Quantitative approaches: Content analysis and network analysis.  

Public allegations in the form of personal stories of experiences of sexual 

harassment and assault play an important role in generating a momentum in the 

#MeToo movement. Through the reposting the posts that detail victims’ experiences, 

expressive repertoires related to the Chinese #MeToo movement were constructed, 

moving from university campus to charitable organizations, the media and journalism, 

and religious institutions. In order to investigate the #MeToo discussion network, I 

referred to #MeToo in China Archives to identify original posts on Weibo, which 

were posted by the victims of sexual harassment or assault as part of the #MeToo 

movement. Only eight posts were completely retained in sampling. Since the 

frequency of one of the eight Weibo posts was less than 500 times, which is relatively 

low compared with the other seven posts in our sample, it was excluded. Finally, a 

reposting network of seven posts was constructed by building upon the “@” sign in 
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the Weibo posts. When a Weibo post is reposted by a particular recipient, the @ 

symbol is inserted before the recipient’s Weibo ID and, therefore, a directed edge 

between the post sender and the recipient is formed. I collected 53,106 repost edges 

and the characteristic information of 21,874 users who ever reposted at least one of 

the selected seven original posts; these characteristics included the username, gender, 

location, the number of Weibo users they follow, the number of their Weibo fans, and 

the number of Weibo posts they sent. After excluding the user whose characteristic 

information was missing and self-reposting edges, 5,635 reposting edges and 6,112 

users as vertices were retained for analysis.  

Content analysis was conducted to quantify the characteristics of gender and 

location. The user genders include male and female. With reference to China’s seven 

economic regions and Weibo’s geographical categories, locations were divided into 

ten categories, including (1) north China (Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Inner Mongolia, 

and Shanxi), (2) northwest China (Shanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, and Xinjiang), (3) 

northeast China (Liaoning, Jilin, and Heilongjiang), (4) east China (Shandong, 

Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang), (5) central China (Henan, Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, 

and Hunan), (6) southwest China (Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan, and Tibet), (7) south 

China (Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hainan), (8) Hong Kong, Macao Taiwan, 

and other countries and regions except Mainland China, (9) Others, and (10) no 

location. 

Further, in order to assess users’ engagement states on Weibo, I adopted three 

engagement measures based on the overall volumes of users’ followees (other Weibo 
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users whom the user follows), posts and followers respectively (Wang, Brede, Ianni, 

& Mentzakis, 2017). Because a few previous studies report that numerous statistics of 

users on Twitter-like platform follow power-law distributions (e.g., Lerman, Yan, & 

Wu, 2016; Myers, Sharma, Gupta, & Lin, 2014, April), a few users have sent a 

substantially larger number of posts and established a greater number of social 

connections than the average. I employed logarithmic scales to define the engagement 

degree of user u in terms of statistic s to reduce the skewness toward large values, 

which is expressed in the following manner: 

𝐸𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑔𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡(𝑢, 𝑠) = log(1 +  #𝑠𝑢),  

where s ∈ {Followees, Posts, Followers} and #𝑠𝑢 represents the count of s 

that u has. The constant 1 is added to prevent infinite values in logarithmic scales. 

The statistical methods employed to examine homophily in social networks 

have been generally built on the ability to reproduce the observed correlations 

between nodal properties (Nasini, Martínez-de-Albéniz, & Dehdarirad, 2017). In this 

respect, there are two well-established streams of network analytics literature on 

homophily: (1) models of assortative mixing (Newman, 2002; 2003; Buccafurri & 

Nocera, 2015) and (2) spatially-based models to relate attributes of connected actors 

(Winsborough, Quarantelli, & Yutzy, 1963; Carley, 1986; Robins, Pattison, & Elliott, 

2001).  

The first stream of literature emphasizes the analysis of degree assortativity 

and assortative patterns based on exogenous properties; in addition, the design of the 

network formation is based on nodal similarities with respect to either endogenous 
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network properties at the nodal level or to exogenous nodal quantities. Assuming that 

network structure is exogenous, the second stream of literature modeled individual 

attributes are ascribed to a network influence process. Considering that change to a 

social movement network can itself be a cause of further change (Crossley, 2016), this 

study adopted models of assortativity in the first stream of literature to measure the 

level of homophily that existed in the discussion of China’s #MeToo campaign. 

The present research utilized the assortativity coefficient based on vertex 

labeling (e.g., gender and location) and values assigned to vertices (e.g., the number 

of Weibo users they followed, the number of their Weibo fans, and the number of 

Weibo posts they sent). The assortativity of a network measures how the probability 

of a connection between two nodes in a network depends on the degrees of these two 

nodes (the degree being the number of connections each node possesses). The 

assortativity coefficient defined by Newman (2003) has been widely applied to 

measure the level of homophily in the computer-mediated communication network 

that are part of large online networking sites such as Twitter (Bollen, Gonçalves, 

Ruan, & Mao, 2011; Šćepanović, Mishkovski, Gonçalves, Nguyen, & Hui, 2017; 

Singh, Singh, Jain, Kumar, & Verma, 2018). Assortativity is calculated as Pearson’s 

correlation coefficient among the degrees of all pairs of connected nodes, and ranges 

from -1 to 1, with r = 1 indicating perfect assortativity and r = −1 indicating perfect 

disassortativity (Newman 2002).  

Further, if the coefficient is high, it implies that the connected vertices tend to 

have the same labels or similar assigned values. Newman (2003) defined two kinds of 
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assortativity coefficients, the first of which is used for the categorical labels of 

vertices: 

𝑟 =
∑ 𝑒𝑖𝑖 − ∑ 𝑎𝑖𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑖

1 − ∑ 𝑎𝑖𝑏𝑖𝑖
, 

where 𝑒𝑖𝑗 is the fraction of edges connecting vertices of types i and j, 

𝑎𝑖 = ∑ 𝑒𝑖𝑗𝑗 , and 𝑏𝑗 = ∑ 𝑒𝑖𝑗𝑖  The second assortativity variant is based on the values 

assigned to the vertices. In directed networks, the relationship is not symmetric and, 

thus, it is possible to assign different values to the outgoing and the incoming end of 

the edges. This relationship is measured in the following manner: 

𝑟 =
∑ 𝑥(𝑒𝑥𝑦 − 𝑎𝑥𝑏𝑦)𝑥𝑦

𝜎𝑎𝜎𝑏
, 

where 𝜎𝑎 and 𝜎𝑏 are the standard deviations of the distributions 𝑎𝑥 and 𝑏𝑦.  

In order to further test the statistical significance of these assortativity 

outcomes, I employed a null model in comparisons to quantify assortativity (Fisher, 

Silk, & Franks, 2017). The null model proposed by Maslov and Senppen (2002) refers 

to a network that matches one specific graph with a few of its structural features (e.g., 

degree) but that is otherwise taken to be a random network instance. This research 

followed one of the null models of a single network proposed by Newman, Strogatz, 

and Watts (2001), which utilizes the node degree to determine the structures of 

random networks, and was tested in order to predict a real network with accuracy. 

The process of degree preserving randomization began with the selection of a pair of 

edges (A, B) and (C, D) in the real network and then replacing these by (A, D) and (C, 

B), as depicted in Figure 1. Throughout this procedure, all vertices preserve their 
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original degrees and characteristics of gender, location, and engagement, while the 

information on how they were connected is lost.  

          

Figure 1. The process of degree preserving randomization 

Note. (A, B) and (C, D) are a pair of edges in the real network, which is replaced by 

(A, D) and (C, B). 

I repeated this procedure 1,000 times to yield the simulated distributions of 

assortativity coefficients for each feature. Utilizing this distribution as a baseline, I 

measured the deviation of the actual assortativity, A, from randomness via a z-score: 

𝑧 = (𝐴 − 𝜇)/𝜎. 
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Narrative Form of China’s #MeToo Movement 

4.1. Victims came Forward, then Media Followed-up 

The #MeToo movement against the normalization of sexual harassment and 

assault, that was initiated in the U.S., has prompted females worldwide to come 

forward with their own experiences as survivors of sexual violence and harassment. 

However, in China, the process is more nuanced as compared with its Western 

counterpart. China’s #MeToo campaign was first introduced in January 2018 and its 

first-wave was promoted by a group of university students who made public 

allegations against offending professors. Thereafter, China’s #MeToo movement 

entered the second and third waves in April and July, respectively, sustained by a 

number of women in the nonprofit and media industries who came forward to share 

their stories of sexual assault and harassment. 

Public allegations of sexual misconduct functioned as acts of resistance to 

spark China’s #MeToo movement in its initial stage (McFarland, 2004). With deep 

personal feelings, victims came forward and broke the chains of the prevalent social 

norms that required them to keep such issues private. The movement’s proponents 

confronted pressure both from censorship and society in attempting to share their own 

experience. In order to circumvent rigorous character-based online censorship, the 

majority of sampled posts that offered personal accounts of sexual harassment and 

sexual assault typically include screenshots of texts and/or links to the webpage. From 

among the 1,904 sampled posts, 31 were coded as the sharing of personal stories 
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based upon the experiences of sexual misconduct. Although small in terms of the total 

number, these individual narratives preceded by the singular “I” were the ones that 

were most highly reposted to break down the silence on Weibo, as shown in the 

below: 

Cici: I published an article entitled “I Want to Publicize a Real-name 

Allegation against Chen Xiaowu, the Professor of Beihang University who 

was Awarded as Changjiang Scholar, that He Sexually Harassed Female 

Students”. @ Beihang University @ ThePaper @ Red Star News @ Nanfang 

Metropolis Daily @ The Beijing News @ Beijing Youth Daily @Beijing Time 

@Global Times @Honest VXO I want to publicize a real-name allegation 

against Chen Xiaowu, the professor of Beihang University who is a 

Changjiang Scholar, that he sexually harassed female students.  

Green_Scissor: I, Hu Xinyu, allege that the teacher of the Youth League 

Committee in Xi Bei University under the real name Tian Lin misused power 

for personal gains by repeatedly sexually harassing female classmates. If you 

have any questions, please contact me directly. Thanks @ Xi Bei University 

and apologies to my alma mater. 

By sharing their own experiences, the posted narratives not only provided a 

first-person perspective on interpreting sexual harassment or assault but also 

emphasized that the accused perpetrator’s sexual misconduct is a repeated 

long-term phenomenon rather than randomly offending behavior. For example, as 
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one participant wrote, “In 2011, I was also sexually harassed by Deng Fei and I am 

definitely sure about this because I am not definitely not alone.”  

Even though no one general hashtag, like #MeToo, could automatically 

exhibit all personal stories together, participants artfully organized the relevant 

content of individual accusations on a case-by-case basis to validate the pervasive 

nature of harassment via Weibo’s super topic function. Similar to Twitter’s hashtag 

function, Weibo’s super topic function enables Weibo users to create and join 

customizable interest-based landing pages that are online groups that are separated 

from the main Weibo space. More than trending hashtags on Twitter, super topics can 

have their own dedicated moderators and unique introductory text on specific 

community topics. Moderators of one specific topic, as evident in the following post, 

are responsible for sustaining the topic of #Guangdong University of Foreign Studies’ 

teacher Chen Guochang# and #Jilin Agricultural Science and Technology 

University#: 

littleppandaa: #Guangdong University of Foreign Studies’ teacher Chen 

Guochang# Chen Guochang, a teacher at Guangdong University of Foreign 

Studies, was alleged to have sexually harassed seven female students during 

his tenure in Guangdong University of Foreign Studies and five female 

students during his Ph.D. studies in Wuhan University. I hope the school will 

investigate this fairly. It is not the victims who tear their scars but the 

shameless perpetrators that damage the honor of the school. We are not 
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standing in opposition to the school. We are merely standing on the side of 

justice and have zero tolerance for sexual harassment! 

Random_Wang: #Jilin Agricultural Science and Technology University# 

After the incident of #Female student alleged sexual harassment with the real 

name# of the Jilin Agricultural Science and Technology College was exposed, 

numerous people contributed their writing on the teacher Wang Donglai. A 

large number of the 11-year students who graduated in the period from 2007 to 

2018 have a very bad impression of him. A few students are married and have 

children now for many years but still hate him. The matter of his lust seems to 

have become a consensus among the students. He often used the convenience 

of his duties to ask female students to accompany him to dinner, singing, and 

steam spa! Ouyang was sexually harassed by him because she participated in a 

competition he was in charge of. He sexually harassed not only female 

students but also female teachers. In addition, several classmates claimed that 

he had also resold the answers to the test questions and was transferred to the 

library after being discovered, but it did not take long for him to return to the 

lecturer position. It is believed that his wife is five or six years younger than 

him, and he also has a daughter. Why can’t he think from a female’s 

perspective? The most amazing thing is, how can a teacher with such a bad 

reputation occupy a teaching position for more than ten years? 

Some posts of victims’ experiences detailed concrete situations faced by 

victims when they decided to make public accusations and participate in the campaign. 
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Through co-constructing first-person narratives via Weibo, victims responded to the 

doubts of the mainstream media regarding the purpose of the accusers, for example, 

“Why don’t you accuse the perpetrator instantly after sexual assault and/or sexual 

harassment happens?” Victims exposed the bodily harm, emotional pressure, and 

threats that they experienced to retrieve agency over their own narratives and to 

engender support and catharsis among survivors. They shifted the burden of the doubt 

for allegations onto the shoulders of assaulters with artful storytelling: 

Taiji: The 21-year-old girl asked for help to make an allegation on sexual 

assault by Zhou Yi, vice president of Midi. Over the past year, she suffered 

from stress disorder and depression. When this year she courageously reflected 

to Zhang Fan, the principal of Midi and the founder of the music festival, 

Zhang Fan hoped that she would forgive the sexual assault and maintain the 

reputation of Midi Music Festival. 

Beijing_News_that_Beijingers_don’t_know: The girl who was sexually 

assaulted was a freshman in the university. She did not dare to say it until one 

year after the incident. The recent sexual harassment incident of Chen Xiaowu 

of Beihang gave her courage. After Xue Yuan sexually assaulted her, Xu 

threatened her that he had the power to make her fresh college life a nightmare. 

After multiple occasions of sexual harassment, Xu also photographed his 

private parts and sent the photos to her. The girl said that she hoped that girls 

with similar experiences would bravely stand up and expose him together in 

order to stop other girls from getting hurt. 
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It is worth mentioning that, although the #MeToo movement amplifies 

previously unheard voices and shines an effective spotlight on the alleged perpetrators, 

it did not necessarily empower the accusers. Only a few sampled posts reflect on the 

follow-up after allegations from the accuser’s perspective. One of the victims found 

her allegations on the university’s BBS was canceled, “The article published on the 

public account about my allegation of being harassed by Xie Can of Peking university 

was deleted within a few hours. Posts posted by students on Peking’s Weiming BBS 

about my interview were also deleted. Screenshots of articles posted by Weibo 

netizens were also deleted when the number of reposts reached more than 14,000. I 

seem to get an idea to solve the problem of sexual harassment from the source, that is, 

to eradicate the accuser.” Thereafter that, she felt deeply disappointed that the 

university did not fire the professor accused of sexual misconduct, as university 

leadership did not think the evidence was solid: 

Aoao_Z: “Today is a day to confirm once again that the world will not be 

good…When I alleged the harassment of the university professor Xie Can in 

the Peking University, even though I was lucky enough to retain a large 

amount of evidence of the screenshot dialogue, even if the teacher of the 

investigation team expressed confidence in my encounter, Peking University 

would not deal with it because their system needed more direct evidence like 

the video on the spot (I did not put the video on. How would I have a video of 

this?) or Xie Can stopped quibbling and admitting it honestly (almost 

impossible). In fact, among the victims of sexual harassment who can retain so 
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many screenshot evidences like me, there are already very few. Sexual 

violations always happen unpredictably. How do you ask the victims to hold 

up their mobile phone selfies as evidence while being threatened? But this is 

their system.” 

Following accusations based on personal stories on Weibo, 899 sampled posts 

were coded as event tracking for public allegations of sexual harassment and assault. 

The vast majority of event-tracking was from media organizations. Media agencies 

closely tracked the investigations of allegations and reposted the reactions of different 

stakeholders (e.g., the accused and/or his affiliation, the accuser and/or her friends). 

Tracking of allegations obtained the most media attention for accusations against 

powerful and relatively high-profile men like Liu Qiangdong (a Chinese Internet 

entrepreneur), Zhu Jun (a Chinese host and actor), Zhang Wen (a veteran Chinese 

journalist and online political commentator), and Chen Xiaowu (a professor at 

Beihang University). Media coverage is concerned with how the accused perpetrator 

reacted to the accusation. As the following post indicates, men accused of sexual 

assault or harassment frequently claim that they did not understand how their actions 

were being perceived and complained that women who alleged it are occasionally 

deemed overly sensitive: 

Cover_News: # A famous Chinese journalist Zhang Wen was exposed to 

sexual assault # [Jiang Fangzhou confided that Zhang took advantage of her 

by touching her legs]. Today an article broke the news that the veteran 

Chinese journalist and senior media person, Zhang Wen, was involved in 
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sexual assault. The article stated that he had sexually assaulted and threatened 

a woman in May this year. Subsequently, writer Jiang Fangzhou and 

well-known journalist Yi Xiaohe also broke the news that they had been 

sexually harassed by Zhang Wen. In response to the sexual harassment 

allegations, Zhang Wen said that he has forgotten those because he had too 

many parties. He said that everyone in the party was drunk, and could a man 

merely touching a woman’s body be deemed sexual harassment? “If a woman 

feels uncomfortable, she should stop talking to the man.” 

The momentum of #MeToo on campuses encouraged advocates to push for 

more lasting consequences for perpetrators and accountability to the university. In 

addition to media, when the alleged perpetrator is a professor, the university also 

directly reported, on Weibo, their progress in promptly investigating the allegation. 

Facing the pressure of public attention, universities took a stand on uncovering the 

truth behind harassment allegations while best protecting the privacy and safety of the 

victim, as evident from the following post: 

University of International Business and Economics: [Information] An 

explanation about the netizen anonymously reporting teacher Xue Yuan’s sexual 

harassment. A few days ago, the Office of Discipline Inspection of our school 

received an anonymous report email from a netizen, saying that Xue Yuan, a 

teacher in the School of Statistics, had sexually harassed her. The school has 

attached great importance to this and set up an investigation working group, which 

is composed of the heads of the relevant departments of the school and quickly 
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carried out investigation work. The working group communicated with the netizen 

on numerous occasions by email, hoping to provide true and accurate original 

evidence materials, while protecting their privacy and personal safety. The working 

group hopes that the netizen will choose the way she wishes to communicate. At 

the same time, Xue Yuan, who is conducting short-term academic project research 

abroad, has been recalled for further verification. The University of International 

Business and Economics has zero tolerance for violations of ethics and morals. 

Once the relevant situation is verified, it will be dealt with resolutely and seriously 

and will not be tolerated. The investigation results of the incident will be 

announced to the society in time. 

Event-tracking is not limited to a single event but extends to the overview of 

the entire # MeToo movement. In the wake of a series of public allegations, 

participants created a sense of the magnitude of the sexual harassment and assault by 

enumerating the names of perpetrators. By making a list of harassment and assault 

allegations, participants keep track of both high-profile and low-profile accusations in 

the span of time since the #MeToo movement gained momentum: 

Meng with a cats: Beidian University Zhu Zhengming, Beihang University 

Chen Xiaowu, Peking University Shenyang and Yu Wanli, Communication 

University Xie Luncan, Beijing Normal University Zhao Bingzhi, Sun Yat-sen 

University Zhang Peng, Xiamen University Wu Chunming, Beijing Normal 

University Shi Xuehua, 60 cases of sexual harassment from Silence Lion, 

Renmin University Zhang Kangzhi and Wang Yipei, Sichuan Academy of 
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Fine Arts Wang Xiaojian, Tianjin Polytechnic University Yin Qin, Zhao 

Chaohu College Shangsong, Nanjing Normal University Liu Jun, Central 

South University Chen Ming, Chengdu University of Technology Liu Jian, 

Nanchang University Zhou Bin. 

4.2. The Confrontational Voices of those Supported or Questioned 

As the breach of social norms sustaining systematic sexual misconduct 

intensifies, a crisis was revealed in the ensuing discussion among China’s #MeToo 

actors who have competing interpretations of the #MeToo campaign. Audience 

members engaged in the process of confronting their antithesis and strived to fight for 

audience members to be aligned with them. In the case of China’s #MeToo, the crisis 

stage was constituted of confrontational voices from the supporters and opponents of 

the #MeToo movement. Advocates who joined the victim’s cause made great efforts 

to support the survivors and underpin the recognition of the campaign. I identified 

three dimensions of sub-themes among 387 posts coded under this category: 

supporting survivor-participants, promoting action or social change, and calling 

attention to the #MeToo campaign. 

 As a means of creating connections and sharing empathy, posts related to 

protecting the focus of survivor-participants focused on recognizing and respecting 

victims and their needs and providing different positive responses to them, including 

emotional support, validation and belief, bystander intervention, and informational aid 

(Ullman, 2000). Emotional support refers to the expression of gratitude and 
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compliments directed toward those who disclosed their stories. As the below example 

shows, the audience conveyed her strong support to the accuser in the #MeToo 

movement:  

Snow: This is a new era, and women are no longer a vulnerable group 

dominated by a male-dominated society. Today, girls dare to speak up and 

dare to expose, and ask those bad guys to think about the latter half of their life 

before committing crimes! The women who dared to recently exposed sexual 

assault incidents are praiseworthy. Admiration @Jiang Fangzhou, amazing! 

Validation and belief are primarily given to reassure the survivors that they are 

acknowledged and believed. Participants were convinced that survivors’ accusations 

did take place as they alleged it and survivors have the right to make public 

allegations whenever they want. Take the following post as an example. The actor 

stood firmly with the survivor, Jingyao who accuse Liu Qiangdong with her real name 

in a sexual-misconduct case: 

les: Regardless of the truth from the beginning, I chose to stand on the side of 

Jingyao. Even if Liu Qiangdong was slandered (it appears almost impossible 

now), he has 10,000 ways to start from the beginning and there are tens of 

millions of capital to help him clarify. There are countless fans supporting 

their East Brother. But Jingyao does not have this support and she can only 

resist all the power by herself. 

When an engaged bystander stepped in on behalf of survivors by calling out 

problematic responses to disclosures, harmful rape myths, or the normalization of 
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rape culture, it is described as bystander intervention. This is evident from the 

following post: 

Akane: Come on, I felt that those used to help Xuanzi because Zhu Jun was 

within the system and, thus, they considered Xuanzi was aligned to them. It 

turned out that Xianzi was really just against sexual harassment. It turned out 

that she was not the same person as you and started to badmouth. Those 

people assumed that Feminazi, extremist with the advocate of animal 

protection and the hater of the National Party basically belong to the same 

group of people, and they speak of principles but think of money. I could eat 

two more bowls of rice while watching how stupid those people are. 

This netizen refuted those who framed the victim’s allegation of Zhu Jun’s 

sexual harassment as a form of extreme behavior akin to betraying the country or 

protecting animals with extreme measures. She emphasized that the intention of 

accusation in the #MeToo movement is merely to fight against the widespread 

phenomenon of sexual harassment rather than any political motivations.  

Lastly, a few participants suggested and provided assistance or resources to 

survivors, such as legal advice or connections to a support group like “If a girl was 

sexually harassed or sexually assaulted for many years and she really wants to call the 

police to protect her rights, in fact, those who engage in the law understand that unless 

the man voluntarily admits to sexual assault or harassment, there would be no chance 

of winning in such circumstances. A woman’s choice of reporting abuse on Weibo is 

rather risky, because it is easy to be treated as defamation. At the same time, in the 
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current humanistic environment, slut-shaming still exists objectively, which also put 

great risks on the accuser herself. Here, we generally want to make a distinction 

between the evidence requirements of the crime of rape and the evidence 

requirements of speech infringement. For example, if a woman who makes public 

allegation against Zhang Wen, it is impossible to convict Zhang of rape based on the 

existing evidence, but these short text message records are sufficient to prove that the 

allegation has certain factual basis and thus does not constitute defamation.” 

Second, audience members expressed an intent in their narratives, either as an 

individual or part of a group or to be an agent of social change to reduce sexual 

violence. They made efforts to call for more victims to come forward, propose 

potential solutions, and volunteer with an organization that works to stop sexual 

harassment and assault, which is evident in the following post: 

Cute_Insext: Thank you, Teacher Chang Jiang. I am the client. I need the 

bravery of all the girls who have been harassed by Teacher Gao Lei to stand 

up and provide proof of chat screenshots, even if it is a mosaic, you can 

definitely protect your privacy. 

As a reflection of activism, “call-for-action” centers on how to collectively 

challenge and dismantle the systems that uphold and create space for sexual violence. 

One of the most important advocacies is that everyone must take the responsibility to 

join the conversation that they begin to believe that they can break the cycle, as 

suggested in the following post: 
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Bunny: Equal rights, sexual harassment reveals that confrontation is definitely 

not a single individual or organization; sexual discrimination for thousands of 

years is the evil culture that materialize women. Most people still think that 

sexual harassment is not a big deal, when, in fact, it is the most important 

thing. Sharing with everyone: Let us pick up the shovel and bury it together. 

When reading comments or posts that suggest that a victim is asking for sex, is 

not desirable enough to be assaulted, is not a perfect victim, or any other demeaning 

language, advocates must detail what is wrong about the person’s viewpoints and, 

more importantly, what must be done to make structural and cultural changes: 

Anna: It is not because Jingyao is not a perfect victim, and the people who 

witnessed her allegation have lost their compassion, so she blocked other 

victims from asking for help. It is because what really has the potential to 

solve the sexual assault and rape culture is not sympathy once or twice, but the 

total confrontation of the rape culture, the refutation of the perfect victim’s 

myth, and popularization and acceptance of science about the real situation of 

the rape case (for example, rape by acquaintances is the most common, while 

violent rape is relatively less common), and the progress of the legal system. 

Third, there are posts that call for constant attention to sexual harassment, 

sexual assault, and gender-based violence of all forms by recapitulating the 

allegations and using @ symbol in front of the stakeholder’s Weibo ID from the 

perspective of a bystander, like “@Sun Yat-Sen University Your school’s Zhang Peng 

issued a statement for sexual harassment but did not apologize to the victim? This is 
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his personal behavior in your eyes? Your school did not appropriately protect when 

dealing with sexual harassment, and provided the professor with a venue, motivation, 

and environment of sexual harassment. Is it not an accomplice to some extent? What 

qualifications do you have to come out to define personal behaviors? Isn’t it that you 

should issue a statement with this professor to apologize to the victimized students?” 

What’s more, participants directly reposted a post related to #MeToo accusations with 

the phrases like “Although it is difficult to attain justice, at least let more people know” 

or shared hyperlinks that linked to passages alluding to or describing one’s own 

experience of assault in the below format: 

//@Cleveland://@saramello://@SnowRiver://@Lantheo_AllTheFire://@From 

ChinaWorld: Wonderful/@ Anti-Melon Alliance: “Universities are obliged to 

protect students from sexual assaults at all times, whether it is related to fame 

or not. Liu Qiangdong is responsible for his actions, no matter how rich or 

powerful he is.” Weblink and images. 

In contrast with the posts that involve audiences’ dedication to back up the 

survivors and movement, the campaign also faced a profound backlash on Weibo. A 

total of 57 posts were coded as questioning the victims and the credibility of their 

testimony in sexual harassment and assault cases. The speakers of such narratives 

sided with the perpetrators and accepted their side of the stories. A few expressed 

their disbelief of survivors or vitriolic criticism of the #MeToo movement: 

Lens: A large-scale and sudden outbreak of concentration, small transparent 

and the well-known artist, there is no more conflicting story in this script, the 
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classmate Mai Shao gets attention, the public gets entertainment, and the 

innocent Zhu Jun only gets endless misunderstandings. 

In the above post, the accuser was framed as the mendacious opportunist who 

claimed to have been sexually assaulted or harassed in order to boost her own 

popularity. More than that, the narratives of certain posts were under the influence of 

the victim-blaming culture. By engaging in victim-blaming attitudes, netizens, both 

obviously and subtly, placed the blame on victims for the assault or harassment they 

experienced and attributed women to be somehow responsible for sexual assault or 

harassment. For example, based on the accusation of prominent anti-discrimination 

activist Lei Chuang, who has been accused of raping a former volunteer at his charity 

three years ago, the netizen considers that the female volunteer was not sufficiently 

educated by her family with regard to risk identification; thus, her family is 

responsible for the girl’s experience: 

@Big_D: Looking at the case of sexual assault below, it is evident that the 

family education of many girls in China is missing. 1. First of all, girls go 

alone to participate in activities like outdoor hiking, such a high-risk thing. 

Girls who are educated at home will not do this. In many cases, the danger 

does not come from outside nature, but from the people around them. At night, 

in the wild, this environment outside the law can excite the animal nature in 

human nature. Therefore, if a girl told me that she was a backpacker, or she 

likes to go out to play at night, I assume that most of them lack proper family 

education. Normal parents would warn the girl about the dangers in the wild 
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and at night. 2. To say the least, if I arrived at the hotel, I found that the 

companion only booked a king room, and actually agreed to sleep in the same 

room as me, this is very incomprehensible if I was still a virgin. Girls must 

learn to say “No” firmly! If you strike an attitude of half-declining and 

half-accepting when countering sexual harassment or assault, how do your 

parents teach you? 

4.3. Reintegration and Implications of #MeToo 

The reintegration of China’s #MeToo movement’s discursive contestation 

provoked deeper reflections on what contributed to the epidemic of sexual assault and 

harassment, how to evaluate the potentials and limitations of China’s #MeToo 

movement, and how to reset sexual politics. Of the 245 posts that were coded as part 

of the above narrative, participant moved toward discussions of the context of China 

social systems, including education, culture, politics, legislation, etc.  

Regardless of gender, sexual orientation, and occupation, unchecked power 

was frequently mentioned as one of the vital factors leading to sexual harassment and 

assault in netizens’ narratives. The teacher-student relationship in the university is a 

perfect illustration of such a power imbalance. In a position of power over students, a 

professor exerts substantial influence over a student’s academic achievement and 

career development; thus, those in power could sexually intimidate the powerless with 

acquiescence to unequal power. Meanwhile, Chinese students may also be less aware 
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of the resources in the university available to them for pursuing justice following an 

episode of sexual harassment at the hands of a professor or mentor: 

Daimei: The supervisor has the power to decide whether a student could 

graduate, but there is no supervision or complaint mechanisms to restrict such 

power. This leads to unscrupulous sexual harassment and exploitation, which 

is essentially an assault of power. 

E_villager: In fact, sexual harassment in colleges and universities is far more 

common than the public’s imagination. The school’s internal cover-up and 

protective treatment are important factors that encourage this unhealthy trend 

and help give professors some abnormal rights. It also breeds a lot of unusual 

means, like administrative assimilation to promote academic status, which 

implies that many professors have poor academic accomplishment, but their 

titles are high. It is difficult to solve the problem by relying solely on media 

exposure, but it is still possible to set up relevant departments to learn how 

Western universities deal with the phenomenon of sexual harassment and 

control the profartssor’s power. 

Beijing_News: [#MeToo anniversary#: Has the situation of women changed? ] 

At the end of 2018, an anti-sexual assault movement for women swept the 

world. Women around the world are tagged with “#MeToo#” and speak out 

their experiences of sexual assault or harassment. In this movement, the big 

players in the industry and high-ranking officials are publicly alleged. It’s 
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more about power than it is about sex. A year has passed, what changes has 

the “#MeToo#” movement brought? Has the situation of women improved?  

Thus, through victims’ stories related with cries of pain and resilience, the 

#MeToo movement was believed to have the implication of raising awareness 

regarding power imbalances, gender discrimination, workplace and school safety, 

infrastructures of misogyny, class differences, and so forth. 

News_Commentary: Many women are encouraged to begin confessing their 

own experiences, and it is not simply to expose and report, but an awakening 

moment of women’s rights. To let the unscrupulous salty pig feet (men who 

grope women in public in China) feel frightened is the meaning of this 

collective action of women. In a sense, the bravery of several women is the 

beginning of a re-enlightenment and education of women’s rights. Their 

behavior informs the public that being brave to face the assaults and injustices 

they have suffered in the past is not a shameful thing, but it may just open a 

new future for women’s rights. 

The above netizen emphasized that when a similar situation arises in the future, 

participants can invoke the collective memory of #MeToo as a historical reference 

through which to understand the present. 

While China’s #MeToo movement has raised awareness regarding certain 

issues faced by women in China, it also suffers from its organizational form and 

limited influence. One of the most significant limitation is that even though audience 

members initially feel and witness the pull of #MeToo as digital activism, this does 
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not mean that the collective goals of #MeToo have been accomplished—for example, 

like creating a community of survivors. As mentioned in the following post, the 

discussion on #MeToo focused on debating single cases of allegation against sexual 

harassment and assault, particularly those accusing high-profile celebrities. Collective 

agenda was decentralized into several breaking events of news and individualized as 

the personal gain and loss of the victim and the perpetrator, respectively: 

LvPin: Since its resurgence in late August, #MeToo has been fully 

individualized, with the focus on the exposure of the case, debate, and 

(difficult) resolution. It is of course important for individuals to stand up, but 

the other side is that collective initiatives are depressed under the dual strategy 

of delay and suppression. Therefore, individualization has brought MeToo to 

an unprecedented new stage, while also burying the danger of losing the 

collective action agenda. The extension is too large and the core is extremely 

narrow. There are too many followers, and there is very little focus. For most 

people, enthusiasm has nowhere to go, and there are few channels for 

participation, except for watching the progress of very few cases… And 

today’s Weibo is no longer a place to produce knowledge about feminism that 

can adapt to today’s situation. The advantage of Weibo can create momentum 

(the concise and powerful views of feminism are repeated by countless people 

at the same level)…but more complicated problems than can’t be effectively 

solved. Considering that Weibo is also not a safe space for anyone, it is 

extremely costly to promote publicity through discussions among strangers. 
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In addition, China’s #MeToo audience casted doubt on how far the rallying 

cry is being converted into real-world changes and, thus, consider that #MeToo does 

not have an endgame. For example, a netizen expressed her concerns in the following 

manner: “Do not be blindly optimistic when a few women came out to expose that 

they have been sexually assaulted or harassed…What happened to the beasts of 

Peking University and Renmin University? Lei Chuang’s apology has disappeared. 

Zhang Wen even counterattacked and humiliated the accuser in response. Will they 

pay the price? Perhaps, such as reputation. However, compared with the price they 

should pay, this is nothing. The memory of the Internet is just seven days...Without 

institutional changes, without legal intervention and punishment, even if victims come 

forward, it will eventually disappear.” 

4.4. Summary 

Through a three-stage process of the social drama theory (McFarland, 2004; 

Turner, 1982), I argued that the narrative form of China’s #MeToo movement began 

with initial breach by victims of sexual harassment and assaults and follow-up 

tracking; thereafter, the contestation between #MeToo supporters and opponents 

escalated to a crisis level of crisis and further evolved into a reintegration period with 

respect to the potentials and limitations of #MeToo. 
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The Narrative Agency of China’s #MeToo Movement 

Campbell (2005, p. 3) defines narrative agency as the “capacity to act,” the 

ability to create a message that is accepted by the community. “Textual agency is 

linked to audiences and begins with the signals that guide the process of ‘uptake’ for 

readers or listeners enabling them to categorize, to understand how a symbolic act is 

to be framed” (Campbell, 2005, p. 7). Discourse-historical analysis enables the 

systematic analysis of discursive practices in China’s #MeToo movement and 

highlights how texts as “sites of social struggle” (Wodak, 2015) ascribe power to 

those behind the China’s #MeToo movement to achieve narrative agency. 

5.1. Nomination 

In the grand narrative focusing on survivor stories, there was an evident clash 

over whether to believe and support women who publicized allegations of sexual 

harassment and/or assault committed by powerful and/or prominent men. Nomination 

can be observed through comparing the patterns of noun phrases referring to the 

perpetrators and survivors of the #MeToo movement. From the standpoint in support 

of survivors’ speech for perpetrators, the nominations of those who were coerced or 

manipulated into unwanted sexual behavior are built not only upon victims’ objective 

social identity (e.g., gender and occupation) but also their bravery to make public 

accusations and their placement in a vulnerable situation when discussing their 

suffering caused by sexual assault and harassment. Typical identity-based nouns used 
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to describe survivors include young girl/girl, ordinary women/people, girly girl, 

beautiful woman, female student, female college student, female students overseas, 

female doctor, female scholar, female employee, female intern, female volunteer, 

female model, female journalist, female star, and female celebrity.  

With emphasis on survivors and their supporters’ contribution to the #MeToo 

movement, often-used nouns included victims of sexual assault and harassment in the 

university/workplace, survivor, interested party, informer, whistle-blower, speaker, 

netizen, involved heroine/ heroine, feminist, modern woman, independent woman, 

new generation of women, the pride of female as a whole, courage, justice, #MeToo 

activist, and fighter. Moreover, netizens utilized terms and phrases such as junior, 

newcomer, rookie in the workplace, nobody, the weak, children, sacrifice, silent 

majority, audience, and petite bourgeoisie (the lower middle class in society), and 

Sulli (a South Korean K-Pop star and actress who suffered from depression and 

finally committed suicide) to depict the victims as being in a weaker structural 

position. In a metaphorical sense, survivors are also portrayed as fragile, which is 

evident from the use of words and phrases such as lamb, the silence of lambs, 

flower/wild flower /little white flower, egg, dessert, bait, prey, lonely island, the blind 

with eyes opening, and the dumb with mouth opening. 

 Proponents of China’s #MeToo movement described perpetrators of sexual 

harassment and assault from the perspective of their relationship with a survivor 

coupled with gender-derived, occupational, and aged-based social identification. With 

derogatory annotations, phrases/nouns that refer to perpetrators included perpetrator, 
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suspect, criminal, rapist, date, ex (referring to a person’s former wife, husband or 

partner), relative/ distant relative, acquaintance, elder male cousin, uncle, elder 

sister’s husband, neighbor, classmate, parents’ friend, older family member, senior of 

the specific industry, superior, one’s teacher’s partner, teacher, professor (referring 

to a professor who speaks nonsense), university teacher, literary rabble, public 

intellectual, pseudo-intellectual, male official, male middle-aged executive, 

middle-aged oily men, old man, and married person/man. Those who spoke on behalf 

of the perpetrator were described as ally, advocacy, foolish teammate, and 

empty-headed adviser. 

In addition, netizens also frequently used satirical terms and nouns to imply 

the members of the perpetrator group who transgressed moral standards of social 

norms: devil, robber, fanatic, bighead, human scum, , liar, black sheep (referring to a 

person who is different from the rest of their family or another group and who is 

considered bad or embarrassing), rubbish, deadbeat, a person affected with favus on 

the head, rotten scoundrel, hypocrite, local ruffian, stealer, back-stabber, infamy, 

whoremaster, giant baby, brain damage, dick, and thick-headed. Other terms and 

phrases metaphorically representing the accused with flawed humanity include wolf, 

tiger, beast in human clothing, brute beast, rat droppings, and the moth of society.  

When generalizing to the advantaged group in the context of gender relations, 

nominations/satirical phrases included male hegemony, the strong, sugar daddy, love 

rat, inexpensive male, hooligan, pervert, devil’s talons, salty pig feet (men who grope 

women in public in China), chikan (referring to men who grope women in public in 
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Japan), and straight man cancer (a Chinese neologism to indicate a group of men 

who are stubbornly sexist).  

Netizens also label perpetrators in terms of their class attributes. Common 

nouns used to indicate perpetrators who occupy powerful and resourceful positions 

including bourgeoisie, capital, billionaire, landlord, exploiter, slave owner, 

successful man, community leaders, high officials and noble lords, tycoon, upstart, 

Mr. Big (referring to the professional in specific industry), authority, Rupert Murdoch, 

and bossy president. However, if a perpetrator is currently wealthy and/or powerful 

but came from lower social/economic status, nominative phrases such a man who 

comes from a humble background, indigenous bumpkin, rural grass-roots, and status 

seekers have been utilized. 

On the opposite end of the discourse, netizens who stood in line with the 

accused and viewed the perpetrators as ingroup members used phrases such as bad 

person, evil person, villain, and enemy to negatively tag the accusers of sexual assault 

and harassment to represent the accusers. Casting doubt upon those who made public 

allegations, skeptics in China’s #MeToo movement accused the survivors by tagging 

them as supercilious look wolf (referring to the ungrateful person who does not 

recognize graciousness as a human sentiment), smiling tiger (referring to a wicked 

person with a hypocritical smile who are outwardly kind but inwardly cruel), old fox 

(referring to the crafty scoundrel), Wendi Deng Murdoch, and gambler. 

Further, the #MeToo naysayers demeaned, objectified, and hyper-sexualized 

female victims via portraying the accusers as sexy beauty/beauty, woman with large 
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breasts, gold digger, calculating woman, hay-bag, desire, bad romance, wet tissue 

(referring to the women who are sexually disposable), fox spirit (referring to the 

seductive women), fly, prostitute, spokeswoman of the sex industry, sex worker, vamp, 

hen (referring to the whore), wilting woman who has sex for money, easy girl with a 

loose waistband, and hooligan hugger. 

Since #MeToo initially took over the Western world and then Chinese 

activists ignited China’s own movement, critics constructed #MeToo as a West-only 

movement and viewed #MeToo supporters as servant, traitor to China, spy, dog that 

blindly worships foreign things (referring to the person who is crazy about foreign 

things and obsequious to foreigners), three father’s bustard (referring the person who 

is changeable, capricious, and disloyal), Feminazi (portraying feminists as bossy and 

hating men and femininity and characterizing feminist perspectives as extreme in 

order to discredit feminist arguments), extremist with the advocate of animal 

protection, and leader of the degenerating time. 

As the antithesis of the victims, sex offenders in public 

allegations—particularly high-profile employees, executives, and celebrities across 

diverse fields—were regarded as in-group members by the opponents of the #MeToo 

movement. Noun phrases such as icon, the big name, legend, hero, and striver were 

used to represent the accused objects they respected. Moreover, it was also common 

for these critics of #MeToo to use phrases such as the wealthy, rich businessman, 

capitalist, newly bigwigs, artist, virtuoso, musician, writer, actor, and scientist to 

represent perpetrators in terms of their social status and occupations. Other terms and 
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phrases metaphorically portraying the sexual predators in public allegations include 

big fish, anchor, cash cow, and egg. 

5.2. Predication 

With regard to the predication strategy, I investigated how China’s #MeToo 

proponents and opponents utilized adjectives as linguistic device to delineate 

positive/negative traits of “self” vs “others.” As #MeToo supporters identified 

themselves as being in tandem with the victims of sexual assault and harassment, 

advocates for the #MeToo movement positively described the survivors as being nice, 

beautiful, intelligent, clever, modest and reserved in manner or behavior, warm as 

spring, smiling, gentle and polite, well-dressed, bashful, tolerant, calm, unperturbed, 

elegantly dressed and feasting on delicacies, and well-behaved.  

Terms such as unworldly, young, barely of age, lacking social experience, 

pure, unconfident, unrecognized, worshiping the other party, grown in the civilians’ 

family, vulnerable, weak, underprivileged, disadvantaged, unsuspecting, 

overwhelmed, repeatedly swaying, reluctant, passive, embarrassed to refuse, tactless, 

silent, helpless, lonely, self-preserving, fearful, unfortunate, physically and mentally 

hurt, frightened, scared, waiting helplessly for the end, suffering from depression, and 

bipolar disorder were used to describe the vulnerability and powerlessness of the 

victims when encountering sexual violence. 

A few adjectives were also utilized to recognize the bravery of the accusers 

and activists in the #MeToo campaign, such as brave, dauntless, daring to voice and 
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reveal, positive, energetic, aspiring, uncompromising, rebellious, frank, autonomous, 

fighting, self-strengthening, kind, conscientious, uncovering one’s own scar, slaying 

the dragon, living with scars, advocating “gender equality, independence, openness, 

and diversity.  

When referring to the out-group perpetrators, common descriptors implying 

that they are morally problematic included bad, extremely shameless, lacking shame 

and self-control, frivolous, sanctimonious, uncontrollable, wicked, shameless, 

arrogant, hypocritical, unconscionable, blatant, rampant, smug, spoiled by society, 

childish, domineering, not sticking at trifles, taking cheap shots, base, despicable, 

virtueless, prestigious, notorious, confounding black and white, bullying, being 

congenial to one’s tastes, holding the candle to the devil, criminal, guilty, 

inexperienced, inferior, and incorrigible. 

Further, those who were accused to have sexually assaulted or harassed others 

were also derogatorily portrayed as having strong sexual desire and not being faithful 

to their partner. The negative terms used to indicate this included indifferent, 

inconstant, capricious, promiscuous in sex relations, lustful, having animalistic 

desires, having a moral stain, vulgar, be morally offensive because it involves sex or 

being naked, romantic by nature, sexually impulsive, and greedy for sex. 

#MeToo supporters also judged a person who initiates sexually abusing or 

harassing behavior on their appearances and work performance by using negative 

descriptors such as ugly with a bad figure, oily, greedy, having academic misconduct, 

not seriously guiding students, and selling fake goods. In order to denote the accused 
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who have higher social status, descriptors such as powerful, holding a high position, 

and having an advantage in social status/professional 

ability/knowledge/wealth/well-known/physical strength/social power relations are 

adopted. 

In contrast, the #MeToo movement that named antagonists blamed victims in 

the online discourse surrounding sexual misconduct and doubted the credibility of the 

public allegations. They sexualized the victims as being voluntary, proactive, 

enthusiastic, unchaste, unscrupulous, not self-loving, in a state of partial undress, 

having many ex-boyfriends, indecent, available for free trade, not closing ones’ own 

legs, not determined, striking an attitude of half-declining and half-accepting so as to 

provoke the other party to greater or more ardent efforts or to a more agreeable offer, 

without stern refusal or resistance, and imperfect. Survivors of sexual violence were 

described as hyping, mendacious, wicked, terrible, deceptive, blackmailing, 

ungrateful, weak and egoistic, psychologically distorted, without integrity and shame, 

victorious, seeking connections with the rich, money-oriented, shallow, delicate, vain, 

inconsistent, dramatic, and jealous. 

Further, allegations against the high-profile celebrities were described as 

highly subjective not guaranteeing fairness and objectivity; contradictory; malicious; 

idly speculating; adding highly colored details to the fact; deliberately eye-catching; 

acting like a bitch and then expecting people to treat her like royalty; and first try 

crying, then (second)try screaming, and last (third) threaten to kill oneself (referring 
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to a woman’s tactics for getting her way with a man and demeaning women as being 

calculating). 

 On the other hand, conflicting emotions were validated by the use of positive 

adjectives by #MeToo opponents to describe the figures who were accused of sexual 

misconduct. For example, decent, rich, knowledgeable, famous, grown up in a humble 

background but stepping into the upper class, ambitious, responsible and serious, 

principled, prudent, upright, having ideals, excellent, surrounded by a halo, sexually 

attractive, and sincere were used to describe perpetrators who were successful 

individuals. In addition, these adjectives were often used to describe the accused as 

“innocent us,” including naïve, innocent, being framed, being accidentally injured, 

spilled with dirty water, and tempted. 

5.3. Argumentation 

Argumentation is a discursive strategy that is geared toward justifying or 

refuting a standpoint via language (van Eemeren et al., 2011, p. 85). An argument is 

constructed based on “claims” and “evidence.” Moreover, arguments could also be 

produced when someone claims a standpoint, but the standpoint is challenged/refuted 

by others. In this sense, argumentation has the potential to unfold standpoints from 

two sides on a specific issue; this is applicable to the current research. This section 

discusses two conflicting communicator roles of the supporters and opponents of 

China’s #MeToo movement through their narratives.  
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5.3.1. The topos of institution. The topos of institution can be described in 

the following manner: if a system of privilege created by institutions leads to abuse of 

power, the institutions must be changed. For the proponents of #MeToo, workplace 

and school are identified as a system dominated by a privileged group. Positions of 

power tend to be occupied by senior male employees and teachers and it appears 

normal and natural for them to have it, while young women remain underrepresented 

at a leadership level. In this regard, structural inequalities are systemically rooted in 

the normal operations of dominant social institutions and has resulted in 

unconscionable abuses of power wielded against the privileged. The widespread 

misuse of the power that such a system perpetuates is manifested in the epidemic of 

sexual harassment and assaults. Moreover, since power imbalances are endemic in 

such conditions, these imbalances make it more difficult for women to report their 

experiences assault or harassment. This further exacerbates the problem that women 

are more likely to find the stakes as being simply too high to speak out, as men wield 

the actual power. 

The #MeToo movement has created space for women who face significant 

barriers to reporting sexual assault and harassment and sheds light on the manner in 

which the threads of power and dominance leak into every corner of social institutions. 

These institutions include social norms, policies, and laws that restrain women’s 

access to equal treatment and opportunities and lie across the police, legal, and 

education systems. Although assaults of power are exhibited by individuals, power 

imbalances cannot be overcome individually if people “just stood up for themselves.” 
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Kevin: After the victim, a female doctor student, left for the United States, she 

felt zero tolerance for sexual harassment in the society, so she dared to report 

the incident of her rape by her former Beihang mentor, Chen Xiaowu. It can 

be seen that under the university system, it is not enough to attack teachers 

who cannot control their own penises, but the intensity of threatening victims 

is rather sufficient.  

Yiwu: For reference, corruption and systematic sexual assaults in the public 

welfare organizations are common. Shanhai Oxfam’s and Lei Chuang’s 

shameless sexual assault in the name of public welfare has shown the 

despicability of the so-called public welfare once the supervision is out of 

control. Such systematic sexual assault makes the so-called organization a 

dark organization and a hotbed of sexual violence and sexual assault. Its 

severity is outrageous. They madly challenge the bottom line of society.  

One of the most effective means to oppress and breakdown a system that 

offers power to a few is to directly change institutions that normalize that assault of 

power. In the context of China’s #MeToo movement, both school and family are 

believed to be the educational institutions that are responsible for ending sexual 

misconduct by means of education on sex and relationships: 

Women’s newspaper: The reason for sexual assault is largely due to the fact 

that a person does not understand the rules and skills of modern gender 

communication. This “defect” has little to do with your education and title. 

From this perspective, the fundamental means to prevent sexual assault is to 
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do a good job of “sex and gender education” from an early age rather than 

merely considering “sex education” a possibility. 

Luhua: Students do not make mistakes; it is the beasts in human clothing who 

are waiting for the opportunity to commit crimes and take advantage of the 

students. This invisible knife is clearly handed to the criminals by the entire 

society. The accomplices taught us from childhood that we must obey the 

parents of authority. At that time, how many parents would tell their children, 

“Teachers are not necessarily right, don’t listen blindly to teachers?” 

5.3.2. The topos of culture. The topos of culture is based on the following 

argumentation scheme: in the context of the realities of Chinese culture, women are 

more likely to experience sexual assault and harassment in China. Proponents of the 

#MeToo campaign highlighted the importance of cultural specificities, which could 

explain why sexual harassment and assault occur in the Chinese context. Under the 

shadow of Confucius, China’s cultural landscape manifests patriarchal Confucian 

values and place women in a subordinate position, with preferences for male 

descendants (Rose, 2019). Chinese men are an “absolute” subject in patriarchal 

Confucian values, while Chinese women are objectified as dependent on men. As 

evident from the following example, the netizens criticized China’s male-dominated 

culture as contributing to the lack of accountability for men and emphasized that 

women are the ultimate victims of traditional Chinese society and Confucian 

morality. 
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Ju Zijing: Confucian tradition objectifies women to this level and shape men 

into giant babies, not responsible for themselves and blaming women for 

“tempting” him and “not satisfying” him…Confucianism is in sharp contrast 

with Western civilization... The man took the woman’s hand, and the woman 

should break her hand and jump into the river, and then set up a chastity arch 

for the woman to learn, and also for the man to continue to feel confident 

about sexual harassment… 

Patriarchal culture has been deeply ingrained in the value systems of Chinese 

men and, thus, developed into a dominant and common pattern in social norms that 

perpetuate male domination and violence against women and girls. For example, 

women are expected to change their own behavior and not to put themselves in risky 

situations in order to avoid being assaulted or harassed by engaging in behavior such 

as drinking less alcohol, dressing less provocatively, and using physical force to fight. 

Moreover, this proliferates the belief that women are at fault when they are attacked 

and there is a tendency to blame the victim of the crime rather than the perpetrator, as 

suggested in the below quote: 

Board_Magazine: Men and women seem to be fairly equal in China, but in 

essence China is a patriarchal society. Regardless of political position, the 

concept of men and women is similar. What is more despressing is that as long 

as a man has social status and prestige, he started to be arrogant to women. 

This kind of arrogance was not based on hormones, but on the arrogance of the 

lack of legal and power boundaries. They would even hate the obscurity and 
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flirting of the two feelings, because this is too time-consuming. Relying on the 

fame and social status like a well-known professor or top 100 intellectuals of 

public welfare, they directly vent their own animal desires. 

Pumpkin 123: China’s rules have always been male-dominated, and the 

formulation of the rules is from a male perspective. On the issue of sexual 

assault, unless women’s identity is placed much higher than that of men, 

public opinion is on the side of men. Why are women are not willing to speak 

out when they are abused but rather endure it? This is because if they speak 

out, no one will condemn the perpetrators and they will despise the victim and 

engage in slut-shaming. 

5.3.2. The topos of gender difference. In a majority of the public allegations 

in China’s #MeToo campaign, males play the role of perpetrators and females are 

victims of sexual assaults and harassment. The persistence of male-on-female 

masterplots has led a few critics of #MeToo to argue that men have a biological drive 

to have sex with as many females as possible; thus, they insist that the observed 

gender differences in the cases of the #MeToo movement are not power differences 

but are instead biologically-based to divide men and women. By essentializing a 

male’s behavior of sexual assaults and harassment, the arguments focused on men’s 

uncontrolled desire as a product of biology and its topos can be characterized by the 

following conclusive rule: Because men are biologically driven by sexual desire, they 

are far more likely to be perpetrators than women in #MeToo allegations. 
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XLG: Liu Qiangdong’s acquittal and Liu Kaiwei’s divorce show that men in 

this world are all animalistic. The richer they are, the more animalistic desire 

they have, except those men who pretend to have high morality or those with 

bad health. 

Occam’s Razor: The male teacher is a man, and no man can resist 

physiological desires. This is human nature itself. If the male teacher is caught 

buying sex, the school should not deal and pretending not to know. After all, 

this is just a loss of private morality without social harm. 

Shengxiang’s principle: When it comes to sex, if we don’t have an aesthetic 

in it, everyone is actually an animal. The beauty of women is attached to their 

dressing. Like Liu Qiangdong, when I saw my favorite girl, I thought about 

inserting it. This is typical of animal nature. I don’t believe that there is true 

love between Zhang Zetian (Liu’s wife) and Liu Qiangdong. 

The above posts illustrate that men accused of sexual misconduct are blamed 

for their lustful animality and lack of self-discipline, rather than how they manipulate 

victims’ conformity to gendered masculinity roles. Perpetrators are framed as 

irresistibly desiring any woman in sight who satisfies his instinctive criteria for a 

sexual partner instead of purposeful involving only targeted individuals who are 

passive. Even though both men and women could be harassed by someone of either 

the same or the opposite sex, males appear to be more addicted to sex than females 

and the latter are involuntarily required to obey the nature of the former. 
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5.3.4. The topos of success. The topos of success could be expressed as “if a 

man is high achieving and successful, he is experienced in seeking sex partners and 

does not need to sexually assault or harass women.” In the #MeToo conversation on 

sexual assault and harassment, the perpetrators are mainly powerful men of higher 

social status who are assumed to have unfettered access to women’s bodies. The 

opponents of the #MeToo movement considered women as a “sex resource” that 

expands the glory of the wealth and prestigious career they have created, which fuels 

the social superiority of men: 

LMS: Why do many people adore Liu Qiangdong, although he looks so 

lascivious? Because he has money. And a man has money, meaning he has 

resources, including sexual resources. Why do people resent Li? Because all 

he has is what they expected in their hearts, just like the poor smelled the meat 

of landlord through the wall. 

Mr. Z: Liu Qiangdong must be framed. For people like him, this kind of thing 

doesn’t mean anything. Some women take the initiative to have sex with him. 

What seems to be strange is that on the evening of August 31, the US police 

received report and sent someone to the scene, arresting Liu Qiangdong on the 

grounds of “reasonable suspicion.” The following afternoon, he was released 

in the form of “release without bail” (no complaints were officially filed, and 

he could enter and leave the country at will).  

CCW: It’s hard for me to believe that Liu Qiangdong will do this kind of thing. 

Liu is top-notch. Why did he have to take this risk? He is a struggler with no 
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background, relying on hieintelligence, talent, and ability. There is a great 

possibility that he was framed and accidentally injured. 

Further, social class functions as an important criterion for evaluating a man’s 

accessibility to a woman. Compared with wealthy heirs, men who come from a 

humble background tend to work hard to succeed, are more likely to use their power 

to sexually assault others or engage in wrongful harassment. For example, the sexual 

misconduct of perpetrators who rise from the bottom of the social ladder are attributed 

to their lack of experience in controlling their sexual desires and the values imparted 

to them as part of their underprivileged background when it comes to women, as 

evident in the following posts: 

Investment_PO: Just as some netizens mentioned, people rising from the 

bottom of the society are more likely to make mistakes in money and women. 

This is still related to the lack of corresponding experience. Generally, people 

who can make a career have a strong desire to win. This kind of desire for 

victory is proportional to the desire for sex. At the same time, because of the 

driving force of genes for reproduction, I prefer to try more different styles. 

The stronger the ability, the stronger the desire to try different styles, 

successful people with humble backgrounds have too little experience related 

to sex and wealth. After the success, with the conditions for having access to 

women and money, the desire to explore the unknown is stronger and 

therefore easier to make mistakes. Both Chen Shuibian and Liu Qiangdong 

followed this mode. In contrast, it is difficult for the second-generation rich 
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like Wang Sicong, to make similar mistakes about women and wealth, because 

Wang is more experienced and naturally, he was not so tempted. 

cl_y: From Li Yang’s domestic violence, to Song Shanmu’s rape, to Liu 

Qiangdong’s alleged rape, and Yu Minhong’s remarks seen today, no matter 

how successful their career is, no matter how successful their careers are and 

how much education they have received, their underlying values of 

discrimination against women may even cause substantial harm. Please be 

alert to them. 

5.4. Summary 

Assuming different social positions or belonging to different social groups, 

DHA regards “power” as the possibility of establishing one’s own will within a social 

relationship against the will of others (Wodak, 2015). Probing into China’s #MeToo 

movement through the lens of DHA, nomination, predication, and argumentation 

strategies highlight how power relations are legitimized or delegitimized in discourses 

by specific social groups. The supporters and opponents of the #MeToo movement 

utilized divergent “self” and “other” presentations to construct themselves and 

achieve narrative agency. The crux of narrative agency in China’s #MeToo movement 

manifests in how gender, class, sexuality, culture, and other identity factors contribute 

to the capacity of actors to unmask the structural and representational aspects of 

sexual harassment and assault. 
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Homophily in the Reposting Network of China’s #MeToo Movement 

6.1. Network Properties 

 I visualized the 6,112 nodes and 5,635 edges via Gephi to obtain a general 

view of the reposting network structure (Figure 2). In the graph, each node represents 

a user and the edges represent reposting relationships; different colors represent 

clusters in the network. A cluster includes actors that are densely connected together 

within and relatively sparsely connected to the remainder of the network. (Blondel, 

Guillaume, Lambiotte, & Lefebvre, 2018). A total of 573 clusters were detected in 

this network. Overall, the average degree of the network is 0.922, thereby implying 

that, on average, each user shares specific information and the information of one 

person is shared 0.9 times. In addition, the average path length of this network is 

1.396, thereby implying that the average shortest path between two users in this 

network is approximately 1.4; the density of this network is 0. The density is low 

since there are a large number of nodes but only a few ring networks, thereby 

ensuring that a user usually merely only shares a post once from one person. In the 

network, the length of the longest path between connected actors is 5. A total of 6,107 

components were strongly connected components and 544 were weakly connected 

components in the reposting network (see Table 1). 
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Figure 2. The reposting network of the Chinese #MeToo movement on Sina Weibo 

 

Table 1  

Network properties for the #Metoo Reposting Network on Weibo  

Network properties Number 

Nodes 6,112 users 

Edges 5,635 

Cluster 573 

Average Degree 0.922 

Average Path 1.396 

Density 0 

Diameter 5 

Strongly connected component  6107 

Weakly connected component 544 

6.2. Characterizing #MeToo Digital Activists 

In the reposting network of 7 original posts, there are a total of 6,112 users 

who reposted the public allegations of victims related to #MeToo. Further, 72.13% 
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individuals were classified as female users and 27.86% as male users, which contrasts 

with the higher percentage of male users than female users (57% vs. 43%) among the 

entire population of Weibo users (Sina Weibo User Development Report, 2018).  

With regard to location, 22.97% of 6,112 sampled individuals in the reposting 

network were identified themselves as living in east China, including Shandong, 

Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang provinces. In addition, 17.46% users lived in north 

China (Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Inner Mongolia, and Shanxi), with approximately 1.95% 

in the northwest (Shanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, and Xinjiang) and 1.57% in the 

northeast (Liaoning, Jilin, and Heilongjiang). Further, 5.5% of the users location of 

residence was Central China, including Henan, Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, and Hunan; 

7.95% of individuals were categorized as residents of south China (Fujian, 

Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hainan), while 5.04% resided in parts of southwest China 

(Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan, and Tibet). Further, 9.02% lived in Hong Kong, Macao 

Taiwan, or other countries or regions; 15.85% people in the selected sample utilized 

the option of “Others” to represent their location and 24.43% people chose not to 

reveal their location (see Figure 3).  
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Figure 3. Pie chart of the location of Weibo users 

In terms of the numbers of followees (other Weibo users whom the user 

follows), posts, and followers (other users who follow the user), the mean and 

standard deviation values of three-dimensional engagements are listed in Table 2: 

Table 2  

Descriptive statistics of users’ engagement in the reposting network 

Engagement Mean (SD) Range 

Followee 6.08 (0.96) [1.10, 9.35] 

Post 8.28 (1.56) [0.69, 13.11] 

Follower 5.74 (1.71) [0, 16.32] 

6.3. Homophily in the Reposting Network 

Considering that degree is an important individual characteristic of a node, I 

preserved it in the randomization process to establish the null model. By repeating 

degree-preserving randomization, I created 1,000 networks that fit the structural 
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features of the reposting network and then respectively calculated their assortativity 

coefficient of gender, location, and engagement. Through this method, large numbers 

of simulations provide a good estimate of this distribution of assortativity with regard 

to users’ characteristics. 

Further, in order to measure the level of homophily in the reposting network, I 

separately calculated the assortativity coefficients of gender, location, and the extent 

to which users engage in the Weibo platform; thereafter, I conducted two-tailed 

hypothesis tests to assess how significantly the assortativity outcomes differ from the 

simulated distributions. As presented in Table 3, r represents the assortativity 

coefficient of networks by a feature and µ  and σ are the mean and standard deviation 

of the randomly simulated assortativity coefficients by the feature, respectively.  

Weibo users in the reposting network are significantly assortative by gender, 

location, and engagement. The assortativity coefficient of users’ gender is 0.16, 

thereby implying that female users tend to repost the personal stories of sexual 

violence in the online discourse from other users who label themselves as female 

rather than male. The assortativity coefficient based on location is calculated to be 

0.09, which suggests that the homophily between users is based on their location. In 

other words, the users who interact with each other through reposting tend to belong 

to the same region. Moreover, Weibo users were assortative on three levels of 

engagement, particularly on the extent of the total number of posts that they have sent 

(r = 0.29) on Weibo, although assortativity coefficients of the extent that a user 

follows other Weibo users (r = 0.09) as well as the extent to which a user has fans (r = 
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0.04) were relatively lower and even rather close to zero. Overall, the assortative 

tendencies of the reposting network reflect on users’ gender, location, and their 

previous engagement on Weibo.  

Table 3  

Assortativity coefficients in the reposting network and statistical significance tests 

Characteristics r μ σ z p 

Gender .16 .00 .011 13.45 .0*** 

Location .09 -.05 .011 12.61 .0*** 

Followee .09 .01 .011 7.68 .0*** 

Post .29 .03 .010 23.97 .0*** 

Follower .04 -.17 .012 17.29 .0*** 

Note. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, and *** p < 0.001. 

In order to present the spatial distributions of users’ attributes identified above, 

in Figure 4, I visualized network structures with different colors to represent their 

characteristics for each node. Each node is a user and the tie between two nodes 

denotes the reposting tie in China’s #MeToo campaign. Figure 4a depicts the structure 

of reposting networks without labelling attributes to nodes. In Figure 4b, each node is 

colored to represent respective gender and closely connected nodes generally have the 

same color. In the same manner, 10 different colors are utilized in Figure 4c to 

indicate their location. In Figures 4d, e, and f, the darkness of the color is indicative of 

the extent to which a user actively engages in interactions on Weibo. The darker the 

color is, the more active the node is in Weibo’s engagement. Figures 4d, e, and f 

separately reflect the followee, post, and follower through colored nodes in the 

reposting network.
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(a) (b) Gender (c) Location 

   

Figure 4. Users’ characteristics in the reposting network 

Note: Pink nodes denote female users and green nodes denote male users in the Figure 4b. 
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(d) Followee (e) Post (f) Follower 

   

Figure 4. contd. 

Note: The darker the color is, the more active the node is in Weibo’s engagement. 
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Discussion 

The shift in social activism to the digital platform makes it easier for a diverse 

array of individuals to weigh in and take sides on specific social issues. Referring to 

sets of digitally networked campaigning activities and practices (Joyce, 2010), digital 

activism has been widely explored from a technology-centered perspective, with 

emphasis on its effectiveness. However, as Williams (2003) suggested, in order to 

understand technology as a cultural form, technologies are expressions of larger social 

and political structures instead of merely being independent of social context. When 

evaluating a case of digital activism, it is necessary to give consideration to media 

technologies as well as the societal context, as both aspects function as fundamental 

forces that enable these actions to unfold.  

Two years since the #MeToo movement took off in China, the movement 

become a symbol of women’s struggle to be treated with respect and equality. As a 

form of digital feminist activism, it provides an online sphere for seeking justice and 

enables multiple cases of sexual misconduct to come to light. Through the lens of the 

#MeToo movement in China, this research examined the practices and affordances of 

socio-cultural contexts in the country. A systematic approach that combined content 

analysis and discourse analysis with social network analysis enabled the uncovering 

of the themes, contexts, and meanings of discourses related to the #Metoo movement 

and the characteristics of actors who contributed to promote the #MeToo movement 

on a networked public space.  



 74 

7.1. Three-stage Narrative Forms in an Iterative Cycle 

Inspired from Yang’s (2016) and Clark’s (2016, 2019) studies of digital 

activism from the perspective of narrative form, this study aimed to shed light on the 

extent to which a process varies when activism occurs within a nuanced digital 

environment and social context. This study drew upon two-year posts related to 

China’s #MeToo movement on Weibo by employing content analysis. I sought to 

argue that China’s #MeToo campaign as digital activism followed a three-stage 

process of social drama, even without a hashtag as a digital tool in oppressive contests 

against the forces of injustice. 

In response to the first research question, I identified and analyzed five themes 

under the model of three stages for narrative form. China’s #MeToo movement 

initially began with the breaching event in the form of victims speaking out regarding 

their experiences of sexual harassment and assault on Weibo. In this sense, the nature 

of being feminist in the case of China’s #MeToo campaign is to break and change 

silence regarding to sexual harassment and assaults through personal narratives. The 

stories of these survivors simultaneously turned into new material for mass media to 

cover more details and track the reactions of different stakeholders. According to 

Koopmans (2004), mass media reaches out to distant and general audiences and could 

have the ability to validate or undermine the goal of a movement through news and 

editorial coverage. However, in the case of China’s #MeToo movement, professional 

mass media agencies opened their accounts on social network platforms and appeared 
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to be “unconscious” promotors with limited reflection on the social implication of the 

#MeToo movement. The accusations of multiple victims in the spotlight of mass 

media made an opening in the wall of silence on the universality of sexual assault and 

harassment. 

 This breach then escalated into crisis phase, where movement actors staked 

their claims over the sexual harassment and assault and supported the survivors to 

convince audience members. Meanwhile, the #MeToo backlash occurred swiftly in 

the digital space. From the supporters’ perspective side, emotional support, validation 

and belief, bystander intervention, and informational aid were the weapons of activists 

against skepticism, all of which are testified to be social reaction to sexual assault 

victims in the offline context (Ullman, 2000). Further, the online platform also 

provides an opportunity for audience to voice a desire for social change, which might 

not be in the context of an in-person social reaction to disclosures of sexual violence 

(Bogen, Bleiweiss, & Orchowski, 2018).  

Further, after waves of censorship on social media posts supporting the 

#MeToo movement, participants made efforts to call attention to the #MeToo 

campaign. On the other side, alleged perpetrators of sexual harassment and assault 

and their “friendly forces,” critics of China’s #MeToo movement questioned and 

blamed accusers in a clash with the advocates of the movement. In general, the crisis 

stage was characterized by a tendency for the breach to widen on Weibo and 

supporters dared to grapple with critics in a public sphere.  
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Last but not the least, reintegration is the final phase of Turner’s social drama 

model, where the “new equilibrium is seldom a replica of the old” (Turner, 1957, p. 

161). Rather than a problem being fixed, or all crises being successfully resolved, 

reintegration refers to reaching a new normality through a restoration of stability or 

the recognition of an irreparable schism. Specific to the case of China’s #MeToo 

movement, reintegration was built upon the awareness of common sexual harassment 

and assault and the underlying power disparity. However, China’s #MeToo 

movement is critically described as “slacktivism” by audience members, a 

phenomenon that practices mobilization within the parameters of the digital space and 

potentially does not ooze into offline reality (Harlow & Guo, 2014). Not limited to 

media and culture, the audience highlighted that sexual misconduct must be tackled 

from the campus and workplace to law and politics. Overall, the temporal sequence of 

three stages in China’s #MeToo movement is not a lineal process, but an iterative 

cycle without an end but a new goal. 

7.2. Agency Presented Through Sexuality and Class in a Confucian Society 

In order to answer the second research question, I explored the online 

discourse on China’s #MeToo movement against sexual misconduct. Based on an 

analysis of nomination, predication, and argumentation strategies, it was revealed that 

there are two sides who show conflicting commitment to the cause of China’s 

#MeToo movement—proponents who supported the victims of sexual misconduct 

and opponents who endorsed the accused in the allegation and expressed doubts 
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regarding the #MeToo movement. Through a close examination of the construction of 

“self” and “other” by both parties, this study presented issues of sexuality, gender, 

class, and culture in which the narrative agencies of the two sides and discourses on 

China’s #MeToo movement were characterized as digital activism. 

First, discourses on China’s #MeToo movement reflects that there exists 

gender-based difference in sexuality; females are sexually submissive to males, who 

have a sexually dominant position in society. In the scripts of most public allegation 

in China’s #MeToo campaign, female victims are sexually objectified and treated as 

objects of male sexual desire and male perpetrators are depicted as having strong 

sexual desires and impulses and even immorally engaging in casual sex. As 

MacKinnon (1989) suggested, both female and male sexual desires are defined from a 

male perspective. In this regard, hierarchical genders are interwoven with sexualized 

power relations in the discourse on #MeToo in patriarchal societies. 

Second, China’s #MeToo campaign and associated discourses demonstrate the 

class consciousness of the two sides—an awareness of one’s social and economic 

class relative to others. Proponents expressed sympathy toward victims because 

accusers are powerless in the weaker structural position. In the allegation case of 

perpetrators who are from a humble background but have strived for success, 

supporters considered that it is the perpetrators’ values that resulted in their 

discriminating against women. Critics of the #MeToo movement worship the 

perpetrators’ wealth, resource, reputation, and experience and attributed positive 

qualities to people who belong to higher ranks and classes in the context of the 
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Chinese society, such as entrepreneurs and celebrities. However, despite holding 

different opinions of China’s #MeToo movement, both the proponents and opponents 

reveal discursive social class biases to a varying extent. The class consciousness 

resonates with previous research on Chinese gender-based antagonism, which 

emphasize on the class privileges of Chinese feminist performances and their 

reference to Euro-American white, middle-class feminism (e.g., Chen, 2016; Huang, 

2016). 

Third, China’s local activism initiated under the American label of #MeToo 

could be understood as a discourse of rebellion against deeply patriarchal Confucian 

structures and even authoritarian state. In China’s sociopolitical landscape, one of the 

defining characteristics of Confucianism values and practices is the dominance of 

men over women. Such essentialist constructions of gender are responsible for 

reinforcing sexual harassment/assault within a Chinese context. China’s version of the 

#MeToo movement is a cultural touchstone of dismantling patriarchal 

authoritarianism through calling for changes of legal, political, educational, and 

cultural institutions, which lead to abuses of power. This also provides explanations 

for why such a digital activism in the name of gender politics was censored and 

prosecuted by the state. 

7.3. Homophily-based Expressive Repertoire in Mobilization 

With regard to the third research question, a network analysis examined 

homophily in the reposting network of China’s #MeToo movement. In order to 
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capture repertories manifested in the mobilization process of China’s #MeToo 

movement, this study confirmed that homophily can exist between pairs of Weibo 

users along with similar attributes including gender, location, and engagement when 

there is expressive repertoire. Gender homophily of the reposting network is relatively 

higher compared to the location homophily. This result suggests that gender 

homophily originates in a gender skew—more women joined in on reposting public 

allegations against male perpetrators. However, the location homophily observed in 

the reposting network is relatively low because the location information that users 

may fill out while registering their Weibo account might be in contrast with their 

real-time location detected from posts and profiles, and the latter might be more 

adopted by the user recommender systems of Weibo. Relatively low homophily in 

terms of location also work in concert with offline geographic separation of urban 

people due to high residential mobility in post-reform China (Hazelzet & Wissink, 

2012). 

Moreover, the results indicate evidence of higher homophily among users who 

have similar levels of engagement in sending Weibo posts compared with the extent 

of following other users and being followed by other users. This might be because 

engagement via sending posts as experience is associated with the trust between users 

and the probability of users’ tweets being read by others (Lua, Chen, & Cai, 2011). 

And the number of posts is also a key variable considered in the Weibo content-based 

recommendation algorithm and further determines whether a user is immediately 
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provided a recommendation of reading the original post or a suggestion of reposting 

it.  

Conclusion and Limitations 

8.1. Conclusion  

This study combined content analysis and discourse analysis with social 

network analysis to analyze the process and discourses on the #Metoo movement in 

China and examined the characteristics of actors who contributed to the promotion of 

the #MeToo movement on a networked public space. Following the three-stage model 

of social drama, five themes were identified in the narrative form of China’s version 

of the #MeToo movement. The initial breach is characterized by victims sharing 

personal experience of sexual harassment/assault and follow-up tracking for public 

allegations. Then, the breach escalated into the crisis phase in which participants 

made efforts to support the campaign by confronting opponents who questioned the 

credibility of participants’ testimony. In the reintegration stage, contestation provoked 

deeper reflections on the potentials and limitations of China’s #MeToo movement and 

reached a new normality. This study also found that advocates and opponents of the 

#MeToo movement achieved their narrative agencies through the intersection of 

gender, sexuality, class, and culture in the Chinese sociocultural context. Finally, this 

study revealed that the expressive repertoires manifested in the reposting network of 
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China’s #MeToo and testified that homophily could exist between pairs of Weibo 

users along with similar attributes including gender, location, and engagement. 

8.2. Limitations 

First, one major limitation of this study is that it might suffer from bias 

because of data loss provided by the Search option of Sina Weibo. Weibo restricted 

massive data mining and a few users who played vital roles in this movement deleted 

a few related posts when I began the study. Although I did my best to obtain as much 

effective data as possible by adding additional keywords and collecting two-year data, 

temporal sequences of the sampled posts could not accurately represent a significant 

time-span pattern and mobilization process of China’s #MeToo movement’s 

narrative.  

Second, the researcher was limited to characteristics of contents on Weibo. 

Although Weibo has dropped its cap on the number of letters, numbers and symbols 

its members can write in a single post, contents of Weibo posts related to China’s 

MeToo mostly provide opinion-based evidence about Weibo users and it is difficult 

for the researcher to make a comprehensive judgement on nuances within the 

members who have similar proposition such as supporting or backlashing against 

#MeToo movement in China. Thus, the binary opposition between 

supporter-opponent categories could be further complicated which is beyond the 

scope of this study because it requires interview data to be carried out in further 

studies to extend the findings of this study. 



 82 

Finally, only seven original posts were selected to collect the profile 

information of users who reposted at least one of seven posts. This aspect of reposting 

is a very small proportion of the entire network related to China’s #MeToo movement 

and the profile may not be sufficiently accurate to reflect a particular user’s attribute. 

Moreover, although the homophily in terms of gender, location and engagement had 

been testified in the reposting network, reposting relations between Weibo users 

whose gender, location and engagement information are missing are not preserved. 

However, it was impossible for me to manually encode and analyze all the users’ 

characteristics based on the contents of the posts that they wrote. In order to resolve 

the above problems of content analysis with large-scale data, computer techniques 

such as machine learning and natural-language programming are likely to help 

researchers deal with big data using computer-assisted content analysis.  

8.3. Implications and Directions for Future Research 

The contribution of this study is twofold. First, previous findings on digital 

activism have typically emphasized the affordances of media technologies for 

activism. This study struggles to balance a focus on the role of media technologies 

with ideological changes and the sociopolitical context within which digital activism 

evolves. Closely examining the case of China’s #MeToo movement as a form of 

digital activism, this research provides an in-depth analysis of the narratives and 

discourse as well we the characteristics of audience members who collectively utilize 

the Weibo to engage in activist practices. Second, there is a major research gap in 
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terms of a scarce history of digital activism beyond the single dominant context of 

North America. This research on the #MeToo movement in China is helpful in terms 

of providing nuanced insights into the cultural specificities of digital activism through 

the lens of China’s #MeToo campaign. Future research on digital activism must pay 

more attention to the balance between digital platforms and activism itself and 

explore a range of practices, actors, and technologies that are included in digital 

activism.  
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Appendix I: The List of Search Phrases 

NO. Search phrase English/Pinyin 

1 MeToo MeToo 

2 米兔 Mitu 

3 陈小武 Chen Xiaowu 

4 薛原 Xue Yuan 

5 谢灿 Xie Can 

6 徐刚 Xu Gang 

7 沈阳 Shen Yang 

8 顾海兵 Gu Haibin 

9 张康之 Zhang Kangzhi 

10 肖开愚 Xiao Kaiyu 

11 张鹏 Zhang Peng 

12 郑明璋 Zheng Mingzhang 

13 赵秉志 Zhao Bingzhi 

14 熊培云 Xiong Peiyun 

15 王光亮 Wang Guangliang 

16 谢伦灿 Xie Luncan 

17 蔡翔 Xie Xiang 

18 陈国昌 Chen Guochang 

19 张晓 Zhang Xiao 

20 田霖 Tian Lin 

21 高雷 Gao Lei 

22 熊广基 Xiong Guangji 

23 王东来 Wang Donglai 

24 袁天鹏 Yuan Tianpeng 

25 雷闯 Lei Chuang 

26 冯永锋 Feng Yongfeng 

27 邓飞 Deng Fei 

28 张锦雄 Zhang Jinxiong 
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29 刘国强 Liu Guoqiang 

30 周非 Zhou Fei 

31 霍庆川 Huo Qingchuan 

32 刘猛 Liu Meng 

33 贾志伟 Jia Zhiwei 

34 章文 Zhang Wen 

35 张弛&孙冕 Zhang Chi and Sun Mian 

36 潘杰客 Pan Jieke 

37 朱军 Zhu Jun 

38 朱长振 Zhu Changzhen 

39 刘坚军&张伟 Liu Jianjun 

40 周翊 Zhou Ling 

41 信力建 Xin Lijian 

42 释学诚 Shi Xuecheng 

43 张耀春 Zhang Yaochun 

44 刘瑛 Liu Ying 

45 刘强东 Liu Qiangdong 
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Appendix II: Inductive Coding 

Category Theme Interpretation 

Breach of 

normality 

Sharing personal experience of 

sexual harassment/assault. 

A first-person allegation against sexual harassment/assault; 

A third-person allegation against sexual harassment/assault on behalf of the victim. 

Events tracking for public 

allegations of sexual harassment and 

assault 

Stakeholders’ reaction (including perpetrator university and so on) 

Follow-up reports; 

Making a list of allegations against sexual harassment/assault。 

Crisis Participants’ efforts to support the 

survivors and campaign 

Emotional support; 

Tangible/ informational aid; 

Bystander intervention; 

Validation and belief; 

Calling for attention to the campaign; 

Taking responsibility for promoting changes. 

Questioning the credibility of 

participants’ testimony in sexual 

harassment and assault cases 

Backlash; 

Blame the victim; 

Reintegration Commentary on the potentials and 

limitations of #MeToo. 

Causes of Sexual Harassment. 

Understandings of the political potential or limitations of #MeToo. 
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Appendix III: Translations of Nominations and Predications 

Nomination in 

Chinese 

Nomination in English 

高校/职场受害者 victim of sexual assault and harassment in the 

university/workplace 

幸存者 survivor 

当事人 interested party 

举报人 informer 

爆料人 whistle-blower 

发言者 speaker 

网友 netizen 

涉事女主/女主角 involved heroine/ heroine 

少女/姑娘/妹子/年轻

女孩 

young girl/girl 

普通姑娘/人 ordinary women/people 

萌妹子 girly girl 

美女 beautiful woman 

女学生 female student 

女大学生 female college student 

女留学生 female students oversea 

女博士 female doctor 

女学者 female scholar 

女员工 female employee 

女实习生 female intern 

女志愿者 female volunteer 

女模特 female model 

女记者 female journalist 

女明星 female star 

女性名人 female celebrity 
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女权主义者 feminist 

现代女性 modern woman 

独立女性 independent woman 

新一代女人们 new generation of women 

女性整体的骄傲 the pride of female as a whole 

勇气本勇 courage 

正义 justice 

米兔运动积极分子 #MeToo activist 

斗士 fighter 

晚辈 junior 

新人 newcomer 

职场小白 rookie in the workplace 

小透明 nobody 

弱者 the weak 

孩子 children 

牺牲品 sacrifice 

崔雪莉们 the girl who have similar experience with Sulli (Sulli is a 

South Korean K-Pop star and actress who suffered from 

mental pressure and finally committed suicide) 

羊 lamb 

沉默的羔羊 the silence of lambs 

花/野花/小白花 flower/ wild flower /little white flower 

鸡蛋 egg 

饭后甜点 dessert 

鱼饵 bait 

猎物 prey 

孤岛 lonely island 

睁眼瞎 the blind with eyes opening 

开口哑巴 the dumb with mouth opening 

沉默的大多数 silent majority 

观众 audience 

小布尔乔亚（即小资 petite bourgeoisie (the lower middle class in society) 
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产阶级或小资阶级） 

坏人 bad person 

恶人 evil person 

小人 villain 

敌人 enemy 

白眼狼 supercilious look wolf (referring to the ungrateful person 

who does not recognize graciousness human sentiment) 

笑面虎 smiling tiger (referring to a wicked person with a 

hypocritical smile who are 

outwardly kind but inwardly cruel) 

老狐狸 old fox (referring to the crafty scoundrel) 

邓文迪 Wendi Deng Murdoch 

赌徒 gambler 

性感美女/美色 sexy beauty/beauty 

大胸女 woman with large breasts 

拜金女 gold digger 

心机女 calculating woman 

娘们 haybag 

欲望 desire 

烂桃花 bad romance 

湿纸巾 wet tissue (referring to the women who are sexually 

disposable) 

狐狸精 fox spirit (referring to the seductive women) 

苍蝇 fly 

妓女 prostitute 

妓女行业的代言人 spokeswoman of the sex industry 

性专业人士 sex worker 

荡妇 vamp 

女鸡 hen (referring to the whore) 

将性器官卖到极致的

烂女人 

wilting woman who has sex for money 

裤带非常非常松的女 easy girl with the loose waistband 

https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=outwardly&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=kind&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=but&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=inwardly&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=cruel&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
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孩 

流氓的拥抱者 hooligan hugger 

奴仆 servant 

汉奸/卖国贼 traitor to China 

间谍 spy 

慕洋犬 dog that blindly worships foreign things (referring to the 

person who is crazy about foreign things and obsequious 

to foreigners) 

三姓家奴 three father’s bustard (referring the person who is 

changeable capricious and disloyal) 

田园女权 Feminazi (portraying feminists as bossy and hating men 

and femininity and characterizing feminist perspectives as 

extreme in order to discredit feminist arguments) 

极端动保 extremist with the advocate of animal protection 

时代堕落的引领者 leader of the degenerating time 

施害者/施暴者/加害

者 

perpetrator 

嫌疑人/男性嫌犯 suspect 

犯罪分子/罪犯 criminal 

强奸犯 rapist 

约会对象 date 

前任 ex (referring to a person’s former wife, husband or 

partner) 

亲人/远方亲戚 relative/ distant relative 

熟人 acquaintance 

表哥 elder male cousin 

叔叔/伯伯/姑父/姨夫/

舅舅 

uncle 

姐夫 elder sister’s husband 

邻居 neighbor 

同学 classmate 

父母的朋友 parents’ friend 

https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=changeable&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
https://cn.bing.com/dict/search?q=capricious&FORM=BDVSP6&mkt=zh-cn
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长辈 older family member 

行业前辈 senior of the specific industry 

上司/领导 superior 

自己老师的合作伙伴 one’s teacher’s partner 

老师 teacher 

叫兽 profartssor (referring to a professor who speaks nonsense) 

大学教授 university teacher 

文痞 literary rabble 

公知 public intellectual 

伪知识分子 pseudo-intellectual 

男性官员 male official 

男性中年高管 male middle-aged executive 

男嫖客 male whoremaster 

老男人 sugar daddy 

中年油腻男子 middle-aged oily men 

大爷 old man 

已婚人士/男人 married person/man 

男权/男性霸权 male hegemony 

强者 the strong 

狼 wolf 

虎 tiger 

衣冠禽兽 the beast in human clothing 

畜生 brute beast 

老鼠屎 rat droppings 

社会蛀虫 the moth of society. 

墙 wall 

恶魔 devil 

强盗 robber 

狂徒 fanatic 

戏精男 bighead 

人渣 human scum 
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渣男 love rat 

贱男 inexpensive male 

流氓 hooligan 

败类 black sheep (referring to a person who is different from 

the rest of their family or another group and who is 

considered bad or embarrassing) 

垃圾 rubbish 

骗子 liar 

老赖 deadbeat 

癞子 a person affected with favus on the head 

臭无赖 rotten scoundrel 

伪君子 hypocrite 

地痞 local ruffian 

小偷 stealer 

龌龊小人 back-stabber 

遗臭 infamy 

色狼 pervert 

魔爪 devil’s talons 

咸猪手 salty pig feet (men who grope women in public in China) 

痴汉 chikan (referring to men who grope women in public in 

Japan.) 

直男/直男癌 straight man cancer (a Chinese neologism to conclude a 

group of men who are stubbornly sexist) 

巨婴 giant baby 

脑残 brain damage 

臭 SB/傻逼 dick 

沙雕 the thick headed 

底层男/凤凰男 a man who comes from a humble background 

国产土鳖男 indigenous bumpkin 

农村草根 rural grassroots 

上位者 status seekers 

资产阶级 bourgeoisie 
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资本 capital 

一个上百亿身家的人 billionaire 

地主老财 landlord 

剥削者 exploiter 

奴隶主 slave owner 

成功男性 successful man 

社会领袖 community leaders 

达官显贵 high officials and noble lords 

巨头 tycoon 

新贵 upstart 

大咖/大牛/业界大佬 Mr. Big (referring to the professional in specific industry) 

权威 authority 

默多克 Rupert Murdoch 

霸道总裁 bossy president 

同盟军 ally 

拥趸 advocacy 

狼队友 foolish teammate 

猪头军师 empty-headed adviser 

艺术家 artist 

艺术大师 virtuoso 

音乐家 musician 

作家 writer 

演员 actor 

科学家 scientist 

偶像 icon 

名人/大名人 celebrity/the big name 

传奇 legend 

英雄 hero 

奋斗者 striver 

大富豪 the wealthy 

富商 rich businessman 
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资本家 capitalist 

新权贵们 newly bigwigs 

大鱼 big fish 

靠山 anchor 

摇钱树 cash cow 

蛋 egg 
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Predication in Chinese Predication in English 

美好的 nice 

貌美的 beautiful 

聪慧的/有智慧的 intelligent 

聪明的 clever 

娴静的 modest and reserved in manner or behavior 

温暖如春的 warm as spring 

笑意盈盈的 smiling 

温和有礼的 gentle and polite 

打扮得体的 well-dressed 

娇羞的 bashful 

容忍的/宽容的 tolerant 

不会恐慌的 calm 

不会恼怒的 unperturbed 

锦衣玉食的 elegantly dressed and feasting on delicacies 

不谙世事的 unworldly 

年轻的/年纪轻的 young 

刚成年的 barely of age 

社会阅历浅的 lacking social experience 

干净的/纯白的/纯洁

的 

pure 

乖巧的 well-behaved 

不自信的 unconfident 

不被认可的 unrecognized 

崇拜对方的 worshiping the other party 

平民家的 grown in the civilians’ family 

脆弱的 vulnerable 

软弱的/弱小的 weak 

弱势的 underprivileged 

吃亏的 disadvantaged 

没有戒备心的 unsuspecting 

不知所措的 overwhelmed 
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反复摇摆的 repeatedly swaying 

不情愿的 reluctant 

被动的 passive 

不好意思拒绝的 embarrassed to refuse 

永远可以挑出问题、

挖出资料的 

tactless 

沉默的 silent 

无助的 helpless 

孤独的/孤立无援的 lonely 

自我保全的 self-preserving 

畏惧的 fearful 

不幸的 unfortunate 

受到伤害的 physically and mentally hurt 

受惊吓的 frightened 

害怕的 scared 

坐以待毙的 waiting helplessly for the end 

患抑郁症和躁郁症的 suffering from depression and bipolar disorder 

勇敢的 brave 

大无畏的 dauntless 

敢于发声/揭露的 daring to voice and reveal 

积极地 positive 

有能量的 energetic 

有抱负的 aspiring 

不妥协的 uncompromising 

孤身反抗的 rebellious 

坦坦荡荡的 frank 

自主的/有自主性的 autonomous 

战斗的 fighting 

自强的 self-strengthening 

善良的 kind 

有良知的 conscientious 

撕开自己伤疤的 uncovering one’s own scar 
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屠恶龙的 slaying the dragon 

与伤痕共生的 living with scars 

主张“性别平等、独立

自主、开放多元”的 

advocating “gender equality, independence, openness and 

diversity” 

自愿的 voluntary 

主动勾搭的/主动往

上贴的/主动的 

proactive 

热情的 enthusiastic 

不贞洁的/非洁身自

好的/不守妇道的 

unchaste 

不正经的 unscrupulous 

不自爱的 not self-loving 

穿的少的/穿的暴露

的 

in a state of partial undress 

交过很多男朋友的 having many ex-boyfriends 

私生活不检点的 indecent 

可供随意买卖的 available for free trade 

喜欢到合不拢腿的 not closing ones’ own legs 

不坚决的 not determined  

半推半就的 striking an attitude of half-declining and half-accepting so 

as to provoke the other party to greater or more ardent 

efforts or to a more agreeable offer 

没有当严辞拒绝、反

抗/ 

without stern refusal or resistance 

不完美的 imperfect 

有极强的主观色彩的 highly subjective 

不保证公正公道客观

的 

not guaranteeing fairness and objectivity 

自相矛盾的 contradictory 

恶意诽谤的 malicious 

胡编乱造的 idly speculating 

添油加醋的 add highly colored details to the fact 
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加戏立牌坊的 acting like a bitch and then expecting people to treat her 

like royalty 

故意吸引眼球的 deliberately eye-catching 

一哭二闹三上吊的 first try crying, then (second) try screaming, last (third) 

threaten to kill oneself (referring to woman’s tactics for 

getting a man’s way and demoting women as being 

calculating) 

炒作的 hyping 

撒谎的 mendacious 

邪恶的 wicked 

恶劣的 terrible 

坑人的 deceptive 

敲诈勒索的 blackmailing 

忘恩负义的 ungrateful 

软弱利己的 weak and egoistic 

心理扭曲的 psychologically distorted 

没有诚信和廉耻的 without integrity and shame 

得胜还朝的 victorious 

攀富的 seeking connections with the rich 

拜金的 money-oriented 

肤浅的 shallow 

精致的 delicate 

爱慕虚荣的 vain 

口嫌体正直的 inconsistent 

作的 dramatic 

善妒的 jealous 

坏的 bad 

极端无耻的 extremely shameless 

缺乏羞耻心和自制力

的/无羞耻之心的 

lacking shame and self-control 

猥琐的 frivolous 

道貌岸然的 sanctimonious 
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把持不住的 uncontrollable 

邪恶的 wicked 

不要脸的 shameless 

嚣张的 arrogant 

虚伪的 hypocritical 

肆无忌惮的 unconscionable 

明目张胆的/有胆子

够大 

blatant 

猖狂的 rampant 

自以为是的 smug 

社会宠坏了的 spoiled by society 

幼稚的 childish 

跋扈的/强势的 domineering 

不拘小节的 not sticking at trifles 

下三滥的 taking cheap shots  

卑鄙的 base 

卑劣的 despicable 

缺德带冒烟的 virtueless 

沽名钓誉的 prestigious 

口碑差的/世人皆知

的/身陷丑闻的 

notorious 

颠倒是非黑白的 confounding black and white 

欺软怕硬的 bullying 

臭味相投的 being congenial to one’s tastes 

助纣为虐的 holding the candle to the devil 

犯罪的 criminal 

心虚的 guilty 

缺乏对应经历的 inexperienced 

劣根性的 inferior 

翻车的/屡教不改的 incorrigible 

薄情寡性的 indifferent 

花心的 inconstant 
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逢场作戏的 capricious 

沾花惹草的 promiscuous in sex relations 

好色重欲的 lustful 

邪恶动物性的 having animalistic desires 

有道德污点的 having a moral stain 

低俗下流的 vulgar 

不检点的 be morally offensive because it involves sex or being 

naked 

风流成性的 romantic by nature 

精虫上脑的/色眯眯

的/ 

sexually impulsive 

渔色的 greedy for sex 

丑态百出的 ugly 

身材管理不好的 with a bad figure 

油腻的 oily 

贪财的 greedy 

学术不端的 having academic misconduct 

不认真指导学生的 not seriously guiding students 

卖假货的 selling fake goods 

权利大的 powerful 

占据高位的/位高权

重的/社会地位够高

的/有地位的 

holding a high position 

社会地位/专业能力/

学识/财富/体力/社会

权力关系上占优的 

 

having an advantage in social status/professional 

ability/knowledge/wealth/well-known/physical 

strength/social power relations 

光鲜的/春风满面的 descent 

有钱的 rich 

学识广博的 knowledgeable 

知名的 famous 

无辜的/无罪的 innocent 
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被陷害的 being framed 

被误伤的 being accidentally injured 

被泼脏水的 spilled with dirty water 

底层出身走向高位的 grown in the humble background but stepping into the 

upper class 

被诱惑的 tempted 

天真的 naive 

有事业心的 ambitious 

有责任心的/认真负

责的 

responsible and serious 

做事讲究原则的/原

则性极强的 

principled 

稳重的/为人处事稳

重严谨的 

prudent 

招桃花的/性魅力十

分强的 

sexually attractive 

心性正直的 upright 

有理想的 having ideals 

卓越的 excellent 

光环缠身的 surrounded by halo 

态度诚恳的 sincere 
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