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ABSTRACT 

This research is based on the author’s experience in studying state-society power 

relation in an urban Chinese indigenous village in South China, called Yu Tong Wai 

(YTW), from July 2007 to November 2008. Criticizing the orthodox interpretation of 

Max Weber on the powerful state possessing the “monopoly use of the legitimated 

violence”, the author intends to explain the political actions of ordinary people in the 

destructive shade of state-launched redevelopment projects over local Chinese 

communities in urban Hong Kong since the 1990s. It aims to explore the power of 

ordinary people against state’s policy of redevelopment and enrich the academic 

discussion of social movement in Hong Kong. 

The data collected from YTW indicate that everyday forms of resistance by 

ordinary villagers have become the most striking features against the state-launched 

redevelopment projects since the early 1990s. It was evidenced that the decline of social 

organ of lineage elites in lineage society of south China had laid down the popular 

foundation for atomized villagers to resist against the state in less planned and 

organized forms. Regarding to the adverse impacts from state-launched redevelopment 

projects, villagers were knowledgeable to their lived world of inequality and active in 

various forms of political action against the state in the settings of everyday life so as to 

defense for their village life from interruption and their village community from 

demolishment. Foreseeing the less possibly reversible village life and recoverable 

village community, villagers were pragmatic to choose their ways of resistance and thus 

 ii



engaged in everyday forms of resistance. Although everyday struggles were practiced 

without open declaration and detailed coordination, they demonstrated certain degrees 

of efficacy to substantially change the intended will of the state from entire 

demolishment to partial preservation over YTW. 

The empirical findings suggest that everyday forms of resistance are significant 

methods for the relatively weak to monitor and check the state’s power on a continuous 

basis with minimized disadvantages. Emphasizing on the power of the relatively weak, 

the author adopts James Scott’s framework of everyday forms of resistance and takes an 

actor-oriented perspective to understand and explain everyday practices of ordinary 

villagers in YTW. Getting evidenced from my fieldwork, the author comes to conclude 

that even though villagers had no open and collective action, it does not mean they were 

mystified to understand or incapable of but far less interested in changing the larger 

social structure of the state’ s domination. Thus, no open or collective struggle was 

required. The author is inspired that ordinary people have their own philosophy of 

practice to resist state’s exploitations of their genuine interests while state’s domination 

is fragile and vulnerable by its very nature, just like “the King’s New Clothes”. Having 

characterized popular resistance of the majority as “people resistance” with a particular 

emphasis on human agency, the author suggests widening the spectrum of academic 

discussion of social movement in Hong Kong by opening up the multi-frontiers of 

everyday struggle and bringing social actors into the centre of political analysis. 
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